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I BELIEVE IT IS THE DUTY OF ALL 
ADVANCED RACES TO SPREAD 
FREEDOM. SPREAD PEACE. 


-.AND NEARLY 7 
KILLED ANOTHER. Bee) 


AND WHEN THEY BEGAN 
REBUILDING, THEY BEGAN 
ALONE. WE HAVEN'T EVEN 
BEEN ABLE TO ASSIST. 


WE DESTROY THEIR 
CITIES, THEN, WHILE 
THEY PICK UP THE 
PIECES, WE HIDE. 
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OF COURSE 
SEE IT. I'M 
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RIGHT HERE. 


THEY'VE 
GOT THREE 
CRASH-SUITS 

DEPLOYED FOF 

THIS. SEEMS LIKE 

OVERKILL—THOS! 

THINGS AREN'T 
CHEAP... 


“PLUS, THEY RUN ON 
ENERGON, WHICH IS 
IN SHORT SUPPI 


"YE. THEY CAPTURE US, 
THEN THEY STEAL FROM 
US. BEAUTIFUL TI 
THE HUMAN RAC! 
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B) “THEY'VE PUT HIM DOWN IN 
B LESS THAN TWENTY SECONDS. 
4 YOU CAN'T DENY THEY'RE 
GETTING BETTER AT THIS. 
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“WAIT... THOSE PARTICLE "PROWL, WE'RE 
CANNONS ARE THEI2 £ | NoT supPOsED 
LETHAL COUNTERMEASURES! TO BREAK COVER!” 
THEY'RE GOING TO KILL HIM!" 
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ALPHA TEAM, WE 
CAN STOP SCREWING 
AROUND NOW. POWER. 

DOWN THE TURRETS. 
AND TAKE THE GUNSHIP 
OUT OF HERE. WE'RE 


I CAN'T... I CAN'T 
BELIEVE WE HAD ONE 
OF THOSE THINGS: 
UNDER OUR NOSES 
THE WHOLE TIME! 


DON'T FEEL TOO BAD 
ABOUT IT. THEY INSIST ON 
PAYING ME LIKE TEN TIMES. 
YOUR SALARY, SO I SORTA 

HAVE TO KNOW THESE THINGS. 


SURE THEY'RE OUT THE LATEST IN ANTI-E.T. 
OF COMMISSION 6 TECHNOLOGY. 
Now, RIGHT? 


SHUTS DOWN THE 
HIGHER FUNCTIONS. NOW 
THEY'RE JUST VEHICLES WITH 
SURPRISINGLY GOOD HANDLING. 


LOAD THE COP CAR 
INTO THE TRUCK, 
I'M GOING TO HAVE 
TO PILOT THIS 
ONE MYSELF. 


STREETWISE 
TO BLASTER. 
WE'VE GOTA (7 " 
SITUATION. RETURNING 
. TO BASE 
FOR FULL 
DEBRIEFING. 


“WHEELJACK, HOW LONG 
UNTIL WE HAVE SOMETHING 
THAT COUNTERACTS 

THESE INHIBITORS?" 


HAD A SIGNIFICANT BREAKTHROUGH Jie y ed 
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GENERAL ENOUGH TO BE 
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SOONER WE HAVE 
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SO WHAT THEN? WE 
WAIT FOR THE HUMANS 
TO REVERSE-ENGINEER 

THAT, THEN WE REVERSE- 
ENGINEER THE/R 
DEVICE? WHEN DOES. 

IT END? 


NOTHING MORE 
WE CAN DO? PRIME, 
THEY'RE CHISELING 
AWAY AT US! HOW 

MANY HAVE WE LOST 
SINCE THE END OF 


THE WAR? 
HOT ROD 


WE HAVE TO 
STAY HIDDEN. WE 
HAVE TO BE 
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MEASURE, TRUE. BUT 
THERE'S NOTHING 
MORE WE CAN DO 

RIGHT Now. 


WELL, I FOR ONE AM SICK OF HIDING! 
WHAT ARE WE EVEN STILL HERE FOR? 
THE WAR ENDED TWO YEARS AGO! 
I DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY WE 
HAVEN'T LEFT! 


LEAVE SO LONG 
AS HUMANS ARE 
‘STILL VULNERABLE 
TO ATTACK. 


DECEPTICONS THAT GOT LEFT BEHIND? ; 
CLEARLY THE HUMANS AREN'T HAVING AS LONG AS IT'S 
A LOT OF TROUBLE TAKING POSSIBLE FOR THE 
CARE OF THEM. DECEPTICONS TO RETURN, 
IT'S OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO 
WE'RE THE STAY HERE AND PROTECT 


ONES UNDER #f THIS PLANET. 
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DECEPTICONS. 
AREN'T COMING 
BACK! MEGATRON 
16 DEAD! 


YOU KNOW WHAT I THINK? I 
THINK YOU NEED TO STAY HERE. I 
THINK WITHOUT SOMETHING TO TAKE CARE 
OF, SOME FRAGILE THING TO PROTECT, YOU 
DON'T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH YOURSELF. 


YOU'RE STUCK, 
PRIME. AND YOU'VE 
GOT US ALL STUCK 

HERE WITH YOU, ON A 
PLANET THAT DOESN'T 
EVEN WANT US HERE. 
AND YOUR SELFISHNESS: 
IS GOING TO GET ALL 
OF US CAPTURED 


OR KILLED. YOU ARE WAY 


OUTTA LINE, PUNK. 
AND YOU'RE ABOUT TO 
GET YOUR TAILPIPE 
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IRONHIDE. 


LISTEN, 
STREETWISE SAID HE 
FOLLOWED THEM TO 

THEIR STAGING AREA. I 
SAY WE STORM IT AND 


GET PROWL BACK! FIND WELL. BUT THIS 


WHERE THE OTHERS 
ARE-WINDCHARGER, 
GEARS, ALL THE REST, 
AND GET THEM 
BACK, TOO! 


HOW CAN 
YOU JUST SIT HERE 
WHILE OUR BROTHERS 
ARE BEING CAPTURED 
AND ENSLAVED? 


NOT BE AN 
ULT. YOU'LL GO 
ANDESTINELY, 


INFORMATION 
CAN. FREE 
IL. BUT UNDER WO }f 
MSTANCES FIRE 
HUMAN BEING. 


7 , YOU DID THE 

ean Ate 7 Ee l RIGHT THING, PRIME. 
out ‘ : MAKE THE KID FEEL Like 
. HE'S DOING SOMETHING 
EVERYBODY'S CIRCUITS 

ARE OVER-CRANKED. 
THAT ENERGY'S GOTTA 

GO SOMEWHERE. 


VOLATILE SITUATION, AND I 
NEED YOU THERE AS My EYES. 
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I WANT YOU TO GO. 
TOO, IZONHIDE. THIS IS A 
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I'VE NEVER BEEN A STRANGER TO 
UNCERTAINTY. THE OUTCOME OF r 
BATTLE IS NEVER PREDETERMINED. 


I BUT SELDOM HAVE THINGS Big po : THISISMY 
SEEMED SO HOPELESS. OPERATION, 
j CO 2» IRONHIDE. I'M GLAD} 


OKAY, TO HAVE YOU, BUT 
BUMBLEBEE'S TM IN CHARGE 
IN FIRST TO § . 


SCOUT: Ten you 


TWO ON ME, WITH 
MIRAGE DISRUPTING 
ANY ELECTRONIC 
SURVEILLANCE. WE 
CAN GO RIGHT IN 
THE FRONT 
Door. 
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I HAVE FAILED 
YOU, My FRIEND. 
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I CAN SEE IT SO CLEARLy, 
HOW IT MUST HAVE GONE. 
USING PROWL AS BAIT. 


THE PLAN GOING 
WRONG BEFORE IT 
EVEN GOT UNDERWAY. 


SUST—IUST 
FALL BACK! DO 
NOT ENGAGE! 


THE HUMANS, UNPREPARED FOR THEIR \ 
: SUPPRESSORS TO BE INEFFECTIVE. TURNING LOS 
. IN THEI2 PANIC TO MORE LETHAL WEAPONS. 


= 1 


BUMBLEBEE TOO SMALL, 

MIRAGE INVISIBLE, THE 

BEST TARGET OUT 

THERE IN THE NIGHT 1 

WOULD BE BRIGHT — 

ORANGE AND YELLOw. 2 - way? BUT OF 
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+-YOU DO 
WHAT YOU DO. 


BUT I'LL NEVER FORGET. 
AND I WILL HONOR YOU AS 
YOU DESERVE, OLD FRIEND. 


T'VE FAILED US ALL. THE WAR 
WITH THE DECEPTICONS HAS 
ENDED, YET I STILL LEAD THE 
BEST OF US TO DESTRUCTION. 


THIS IS A BITTER LOSS, 
IRONHIDE. I GRIEVE 
FOR YOU, AND FOR 
MYSELF THAT I SHOULD 
REQUIRE SO HARSH A 
LESSON TO FINALLY 
DO THE RIGHT THING. 


THOUGH WE 
DO OUR BEST TO 
We LOST ONE OF HELP, WE HAVE DONE 
OU OWN TODAY ONE OF THEM GREAT HARM, 
OUR MOST STEADFAST, AND AND THEY REPAY | 
STRONG. HE WAS CLAIMED By US. IN KIND. 
THIS SLOW, GRINDING CONTEST 
OF ATTRITION WE FIND 
OURSELVES IN WITH THE 
HUMANS. 


I AM NO LONGER 
FIT TO JUDGE THIS 
PATTERN, NOR DO I BELIEVE 
I POSSESS THE WISDOM TO 
STEER IT. I DO NOT DESERVE 
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 
DIRECTING CHANGE. I CAN 
ONLY CHANGE MYSELF, 
AS I DO Now. 


EFFECTIVE 
IMMEDIATELY, I AM 
REMOVING MYSELF 

AS YOUR ACTIVE 
COMMANDER. 


“THE WAR WITH THE 
DECEPTICONS IS OVER. 


“WE ARE ENTERING A NEW ERA, 
AS IS HUMANITY. WITH THIS LAST 
GESTURE I CAN ONLY HOPE TO. 
DO _THAT WHICH I HAVE NEVER 
BEFORE BEEN ABLE... 
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“..TO FINALLY RESTORE 
PEACE TO OURSELVES, 
AND TO MANKIND. 
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“I LEAVE NO SUCCESSOR, AS I AM 
UNFIT TO CHOOSE ONE. YOU HAVE 
My CERTAINTY THAT YOU WILL FIND 
A BETTER COURSE WITHOUT ME.” 
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Welcome to TRANSFORMERS #1, the very first issue of IDW 
Publishing's new TRANSFORMERS ongoing series! We've been 
creating TRANSFORMERS comics for roughly five years now, 
and it's time to amp it up. 


If you're a fan of the TRANSFORMERS and have been reading 
our comics, we sure hope you enjoy how this issue turned out. 
Many of the twists and turns to come should keep it 
interesting for you. And if you're worried about older stories 
being ignored or contradicted, please don't. We're doing our 
very best to make sure we don't do that (human error 
withstanding). But you won't see where this is headed just yet. 


If you're joining us for the first time, thanks for giving us a 
shot. Hopefully, you found this issue accessible and fun, too. 
Our hope is to get you excited about what we're doing with a 
great new starting point. If you've got questions now, that’s 
only natural, You should be asking questions about what's 
to come! 


Now you've come to our first letters page. This is the place 
for you, the fans, to ask your questions and get them into print. 
Send e-mails to letters@idwpublishing.com or send snail mail 
to us directly at 5080 Sante Fe Street, San Diego, CA 91029. 


We'll have regular series writer MIKE COSTA answering letters, 
with me filling on the questions he can't handle (he's fragile, 
after all). Feel free to ask questions not related directly to 
this series. If you're reading a miniseries or a trade paperback 
or whatever that is TRANSFORMERS and IDW-related, send ‘em 
to us! We'll do our best to answer as much as we can. 


Now I'd like to introduce our creative team: 


MIKE COSTA joins us hot off the heels of his crazy success 
with the G.I. JOE: COBRA miniseries and special. Mike got his 
first comics-writing gig at our friends-down-the-road 
Wildstorm, writing several titles for them. | hired him to write 
the previously mentioned COBRA series based on one of those 
miniseries and a recommendation from mutual friend and 
comics writer Christos N. Gage. Mike and Christos co-wrote 
COBRA for me and blew me (and most of the audience) away 
with that particular book. Imagine my surprise when Mike 
confessed to me that while he loved G.1. JOE, his heart would 
always belong to these robotic invaders... 


DON FIGUEROA needs no introduction to longtime 
TRANSFORMERS fans. He began illustrating the adventures of 
our shape-shifting machines about 10 years ago, His art 
immediately fulfilled the promise of the original 
TRANSFORMERS toy-marketing campaign. Don's art was clearly 
“more than meets the eye.” We're happy to welcome Don 
back after too long an absence from these pages. 


Color artist James Brown was first introduced to me by colorist 
extraordinaire Chris Sotomayor. | hired James for a couple of 
tush jobs here and there, and was immediately impressed with 
his ability to outperform most colorists, but more impressively, 
do it in record time! James also colors G.I. JOE: ORIGINS for 
|DW. James is clearly the hardest-workin’ man in comics (sorry, 
couldn't resist) 


Letterer Chris Mowry is also no stranger to these pages. Chris 
has lettered quite a number of TRANSFORMERS comics in his 
time at IDW and odds are that when he’s not lettering this 
book, Neil Uyetake will be taking up the duties. 


Many thanks go out to the good people at Hasbro who are 
brave enough to let us take our chances with a new kind of 
TRANSFORMERS story and a new direction on the book so 
quickly after the last new direction. They've been extremely 
supportive and enthusiastic about our new TRANSFORMERS 
launch, and we here appreciate their continued support. Quite 
literally, this issue wouldn't exist without them. 


You'll notice three editorial credits this issue—Denton J, 
Tipton has been editing the TRANSFORMERS books for more 
than a year. And the fact is, these are hard books to edit, so | 
was asked to lend him a hand. Carlos Guzman is also 
assisting, and let's face it, he does all the real work while 
Denton and | play with Soundwave and Optimus Prime toys. We 
are all thrilled to be working on TRANSFORMERS comics and 
glad you decided to join us. 


Coming up next month, don't miss the launch of the new 
BUMBLEBEE miniseries spinning out of events in 
TRANSFORMERS #2, and then in January, check out a very 
different kind of TRANSFORMERS story in TRANSFORMERS: 
LAST STAND OF THE WRECKERS—a tale set entirely in outer 
space with TONS OF ACTION. 


And come back here next issue where things go completely 
bonkers for the Autobots and Mike Costa starts tackling your 
tough questions! 

Thanks again for picking up the book. We hope you enjoy the 
ride! Speaking of which, it's about time | transform and roll 
out! 


See you next month! 


—Andy Schmidt 
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HAD SOME... 
BUSINESS TO 


"ATTEND TO. 


THERE WAS AN 
ERE WAS AN, 
ECM Branca 

LAST NIGHT. 


YEAH, I KNOW HOW 
THAT GOES. EVERYONE : 
NOMINATES THEMSELVES, YOU CAN'T 
WE FIGHT OVER IT FOR LEAVE. 
HOURS, AND THEN JUST 
RESENT WHOEVER GETS. THERE'S 
THE VOTES IN THE NO ONE TO 
END. FORGET STOP ME. & 


PRIME'S: 
GONE, THERE /& 
NO LEADER. AND 

TM FINALLY 
GETTING OUT 
OF HERE. 


TLL SHOW 
YOU WHO'S 
GOING TO STOP 
you— 


BRAWN, 
LET HIM 
GO. 


PRIME’S GONE 

FOR TWO HOURS, 
AND WE'RE GONNA 

START FIGHTING 
Now? JUST LET HIM 

GO. HE DOESN'T 
WANT TO STAY, WHY [J 

WOULD WE WANT 

HIM TO? 


QUESTION IS WHY 
LD YOU WANT 
STAY? 


PRIME IS 
GONE, AND HIS. 
SI WHATEVER 
OVER. 


SO I'M ASKING 
4 YOU—ALL OF YOU—WHO 
WANTS TO STAY? IF YOU 


TURN OUT GREAT. 
HIDING IN A CAVE. 


I SUST DON'T 
WANT TO SPEND THE REST OF 
es p/ My DAYS WITH ONE TOOLING AROUND 
i IN ME UNTIL HE RUNS ME INTO A WALL 
| BECAUSE OF SOMETHING MEGATRON DID. 
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BUT MEGATRON |S 
DEAD, AND I'M NOT GOING 
TO STAND AROUND HIS OLD 

HIS GHOST. 


BATTLEGROUND WAITING 
For 
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OPTIMUS PRIME 
IN CUSTODY. 


HE 


‘SexebAL = MORE THAN 


yes? Je THAT, SIR. GENERAL, 
z PATRIARCH, SPIRITUAL 
LEADER... YOU NAME IT. 
WE'VE LANDED A BIG 
FISH HERE. 


WE'VE GOT HIM READY 
TO SHIP OFF TO yOu 
BY TOMORROW 
MORNING. 


T UNDERSTAND 
YOU WERE OFFSITE 
FOR THE ATTACK T 
NIGHT. AND THE 
SURRENDER. 


CONFERRING WITH 
THE OTHER CHIEFS. 
UNTIL THEN IT'S BEST 
TO LEAVE THINGS AS 
THEY ARE. 


T'LL LET YOu 
KNOW WHEN WE 
DECIDE ON OUR 

PLANS FOR YOUR 
INSTALLATION. 


SO THAT'S... 
WHO ELSE? JETFIRE, 


IDSTON 
SILVERSTR! 
AND MIRAGE. 


RM, 
EAK, 


HEY, GUYS, COME ON. LET'S NOT SUDGE, 
HUH? THEY'RE GONE, SO THAT'S IT. 
WHAT WE GOTTA DO IS FIGURE Se oa WHO DO YOU 4 
ELE GUYS THINK WOULD BE BEST 
SOMETHING. TO NOMINATE? “ 
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SO THAT'S. 
THE SITUATION. 
THIS PLANET NO 
LONGER WANTS US 
Ae THAT'S 


MIRAGE 
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WE KNOW. 

BUT WITH ALL OF 
US RATIONING AND 
CONTRIBUTING... WE 

CAN GET SOMEWHERE 
CERTAINLY. IT WILL BE 
HARD, BUT IT WILL 

BE WORTH IT. 
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HE LEFT. HE \ 
GAVE HIMSELF 
UP TO THE 
HUMANS. 


CYBERTRON IS BASICALLY STILL 
UNINHABITABLE, BUT IT'S A BIG 
GALAXY. THOUSANDS OF 
WORLDS. WE CAN GO 

A ANYWHERE. 


NOT 
ANYWHERE. I 
DON'T HAVE 

THE ENERGON 
TO REACH 
ORBIT. 
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THEN I » 
MUST STAY, 
Too. 


BUT... I DON’T 
UNDERSTAND. PRIME 
DOESN'T CARE ABOUT 
US ANYMORE, LOOK AT 
YOU, HIDING IN THIS 
GORGE. HOW CAN yOu 
NOT WANT TO GET 
OUT OF HERE? 


No. I 
‘STAY WITH 
PRIME. 


I WILL GO 
INTO HIDING COME ON. 
UNTIL HE CALLS ARE YOU 


DO YOU HAVE 
ANY IDEA WHAT'S. 
GOING ON OUT 


SO... WE'RE DOWN HERE THREE MONTHS: 
|, STAKING OMEGA SUPREME OU’ 
TRYING TO GAUGE HIS ENERGON 
LEVELS FOR OUR ATTACK— 


—FOR 
YOUR REVENGE—THREE 
MONTHS, NOT ONE VISITOR. 
AND NOW WE HAVE A WHOLE 
AUTOBOT CARAVAN DOWN THERE? 


THAT, TOO... AND 
SOMEONE PUT THAT 
IDIOT HOT ROD IN 
CHARGE? 
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¥ con BELIEVE 

(OU'RE HANGING 7 
\\ T HAVE 

US OUT TO Dey < MADE My CHOICE 


5 a LE Wy Ay CLEAR. AND NOW I MUST 
NOOD LEVEL: /FRUSTAQTED “4h WARN YOU THAT THERE 
I 
SS DECEPTICONS 
CRESTING THE 
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T SUGGEST YOU Wa P 
TAKE EVASIVE 
ACTION. 


SOLDIER, IF YOU 
WANT TO HAVE A 
JOB TOMORROW, YOU'LL 
FOLLOW THAT ORDER. I 


A. INTERROGATE THE 


PRISONER. 
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THAT... WAS 


EXTREMELY 
UNPLEASANT. 


I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND 
THIS. WE'RE 
TALKING 
Now? 


LOOK, THINK 
ABOUT IT. WHY 


ARE WE 
FIGHTING? 


YEAH, YEAH, TANKOR, I 
KNOW. I KNOW THEYRE 
AUTOBOTS. SOMETIMES I 
WONDER WHY WE FREED 
YOU FROM THE 
HUMANS. 


WHAT I’M SAYING IS. 
SO WHAT IF THEY'RE 
AUTOBOTS? WHAT DOES 
THAT EVEN MEAN 
ANYMORE? 


LOOK, GUYS, IE WAR IS OVER! 
THERE ARE NO S/DES ANYMORE. 
SAY WE WIN THIS FIGHT. SO WHAT? 

WHAT THEN? WE'RE STILL 
STUCK HERE, RIGHT? 


TALKING NOW. 
TALKING IS. 
BETTER THAN 
SHOOTING. COME 
ON, RED. IF THEY 
CAN DO IT, YOU 


WHOA! IT'S \] 
ONE THING TO_ \P 


iS) 
IM SAYING 
DO WHY DON’T WE 
WORK TOGETHER 
ON THIS? 


COME ON, 
PROWL. DIDN'T 
YOU GET YOURSELF 
CAPTURED FOR 
SAVING A 
DECEPTICON'S 


{SAVING THE LIFE 
OF A CYBERTRONIAN 
IS NOT THE SAME 
THING AS TRUSTING 
SOLDIERS WE'VE BEEN 
AT WAR WITH FOR 

__ CENTURIES. 


¥ AND WHAT 


HAPPENS WHEN THE 
WAR ENDS? WHAT DOES. 
A SOLDIER WANT MORE 
~ THAN ANYTHING? 


THEY'VE SWITCHED 
OFF THEIR TRANSPONDERS, SO 
THEY'RE COMPLETELY OFF THE GRID 
NOW. NO TELLING WHERE THEY ARE. 


I SUST DON'T \ 
UNDERSTAND HOW 
THEY'RE PLANNING 

TO GET OFF 


OUR AU 
THE FIELD HAVE 
CHIMED IN. I HAVE 
THE RESULTS. 


GATHER IN THE 
MAIN CHAMBER 
FOR THE 
UNVEILING? 


NONE TAKEN, 
CLIFF. I DON'T THINK 
LEVEN WANT THIS 
JOB. CAN'T WE DO 
THIS AGAIN? I DIDN'T 
EVEN NOMINATE 
MYSELF! 


YOU KIDDING 
ME?! THIS IS SUST 
A POPULARITY 
CONTEST! 
COME ON! 


BUMBLEBEE, LISTEN TO ME. THE OTHER 
AUTOBOTS FEEL LIKE THEY CAN TRUST 
YOU. WE JUST LOST PRIME AND 
IRONHIDE. THINGS ARE REALLY TENSE 
AROUND HERE, AND WE'RE LOOKING 
FOR DEPENDABILITY. DON'T GIVE 
THEM SOMETHING ELSE TO 
FEEL UNSURE ABOUT. 


WELL, TRY NOT 
TO LET THEM SEE 


CAN STILL— 


‘SOMETHING'S. 
INCOMING, 
FAST! 


THE HUMANS? DID 
THEY FIND US? LAUNCH 
AN Al STRIKE?! WE CAN 
HAVE SILVERBOLT— 


Featuring a special 
alternate cover b 
ganna WILDMAN 

a 


N AN ¥. 
A U 
i - ?| 
b r ’ 
Nr» 4 " \\ 
; i “4 
S ; \ 
\ 
I 
‘ ’ 


Hello all, 

My name is Mike Costa, and | will be the writer of the 
TRANSFORMERS series until such time as IDW sees fit to fire 
me. It’s impossible to know when that might be in these 
nervous and uncertain times, which is why I’m going to 
‘Squeeze as much time in the spotlight out of them as 
possible before the hammer falls. That is why, along with 
writing the comic, I'll also be answering your letters from 
now on. 


To the IDW guys, 

Just thought I'd send an e-mail as | have been thinking 
about this for awhile, and it affects my reading of your fine 
TRANSFORMERS series. When | first heard about the ongoing | 
was ecstatic, and when | saw that Don [Figueroa] was the 
artist | was over-the-moon, too, as his drawing of 
Transformers is second to none. Then came the letdown. | saw 
some of the previews of the ongoing, and | thought this could 
not be Don's work. It looks like he has gone backwards in his 
art. The ‘bots don't look good, the faces look stupid, and the 
mouths don’t fit on the ones that have them. Then | looked a 
bit more at the preview, and | see you have tried to be like 
the bloody movie. Why? | loved the look of the ‘bots in your 
previous books. Why change them for the greater wrong? Now, 
| have wanted to get this off my chest for a while and sadly 
myself, and a few others | know, will not be purchasing this 
series due to the poor style, such as adopting the movie look 
and Prime with a mouth. Until you change it back, which | 
doubt you would, it looks | will be saving myself a few bucks 
every month, as we have to pay more in Australia. Thanks for 
listening and best of luck with the series. 


David 
(Via e-mail) 


Uh, wow! Great letter to start on. 

David, | respect your decision to not buy our book. But 
I'm afraid you pulled this on the wrong dude’s watch. 

See, I’m gonna print this letter. Then, I’m gonna 
personally contact you to let you know it was printed, so 
you’ll have to go and buy this issue to see yourself in print, 
thereby reversing your passionate decision. | have you in an 
ethical checkmate, my friend! But don’t feel too bad about 
it. You messed with the best. 

But here's the thing... I’m not doing this just to spite 
you. I’m doing it because | truly believe that once you see 
this art you will be glad to be back. The fact is, during my 
career thus far I’ve been lucky enough to work with 
sickeningly talented artists almost across the board. But 
honestly, when Andy sent me the PDF of Don’s first pages 
for this issue, | literally gasped. | have never had a reaction 
to art on a book I’ve been involved with like | did with these 
pages. This is a true story, | swear. This is like doing 
Spider-Man with John Romita, or Superman with Curt Swan. | 


otherwise, not being blown away by what Don has done 
here, and if | have to blackmail you into taking a look, well, 
that’s just how much | believe in it. 

You will thank me, | promise. 


Hey Editors, 

I've noticed that Wheeljack, one of my most beloved 
characters, hasn't been playing much of a role lately and his 
appearances seem to be fewer and fewer. | was just wondering 
if he may be coming back into the picture any time in the 
foreseeable future or if perhaps he may even be given a 
spotlight someday? I've been crossing my fingers and hoping 
for a SPOTLIGHT: WHEELIACK ever since the spotlight series 
was started. He just seems so underappreciated, I'm always 
eager to see more spotlights regardless, but | can't help but 
continue hoping that Wheeljack will eventually be one of 
them. | have to admit, though, that if Huffer gets a spotlight 
before Wheeljack does | may vomit in sheer frustration. 
Anyway, keep cranking out the wonderful comics, and 
Wednesday will continue to be my favorite day of the week. 


Marzarelo 
(Via e-mail) 


Marzarelo, 

Thanks so much for your letter. | really appreciate the 
love you’re showing for the books. So much so that it is my 
great pleasure to be the one to tell you that we have no 
intention of making you vomit with our comics, either in 
frustration or otherwise. Wheeljack will be getting a lot of 
face time in this book. He’s a favorite character of mine, 
too, and a crucial one to the Autobot presence on Earth, as 
far as I’m concerned. | can’t make any promises with 
regards to a SPOTLIGHT: WHEELIJACK, but Huffer isn’t going 
to be getting one anytime soon either, so your lunch is 
secure. 


And now a message from the forums on Don's art... 


Wow... 

You know, everyone's entitled to their own opinion on 
Don's interpretations of the characters/faces... but no matter 
how you slice it, this pic (TRANSFORMERS #1, pages 2 and 3 
spread) is just amazing!!! 

My hand hurts just thinking about drawing this image! 

Outstanding, Don. 


cwc 
(Via IDW Forums) 


Votes are split. Write in and let us know how you’re 


digging the art. But don’t mention the writing. | can’t take 
the crit 


Dear Sir/Ma'am, 

Quick e-mail to congratulate you on the ongoing series. 
Just a couple of questions: 

1.) Are we going to get anything about the Predacons, 
some of my faves when | was a kid? 

2.) Now that Scorponok and Shockwave are under lock 
and key, are we going to hear any more of them? 

3.) The SPOTLIGHT series is good, but are we ever going 
to hear from a proper dedicated Decepticon? Flying about the 
galaxy showing inferior species who the boss is sounds good 
to me, so why not one that genuinely believes? 

Ross 
(Via e-mail) 


Ross, 

First off, from now on let it be known that | prefer “sir” 
rather than “ma’am,” but | appreciate you covering all the 
bases in these progressive times. On to your questions: 

1.) Andy won’t let me give anything specific away... but 


you are going to be very pleased before the end of the year. 

2.) Unfortunately not in the ongoing anytime soon, but 
we will definitely be getting to them (Scorponok and 
Shockwave) eventually, either here or in an upcoming mini. 

3.) The “beliefs” of the Transformers are one of the 
core concepts that I’ll be exploring in this book. For these 
first few stories, I’m really examining how those beliefs 
adapt (or fail to adapt) in this new antebellum-era for 
Cybertronians. | know that’s not specifically what you’re 
looking for, but | promise you that once that is all 
established, we'll be getting a jolt of “true believer” 
Decepticons in a big way. 


Okay, that’s my time for this month. You’ve been a great 
audience. Seriously. | really want to hear from each and 
every one of you. We don’t want any more uncomfortable 
personal confessionals next month. Let me know what 
everyone thinks of Don’s incredible art now that you’ve 


seen it! You can also talk about my writing, if you want. 


—Mike 
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PLANET, HOT ) yg 
ROD. a” 


N 


AL! 
y THOUGHT OMEGA 
HELP US WITH THAT, BUT INSTEAD 
AND HIDES IN A CAVE LIKE OPTIMUS WANTED. , YOUR HELP. ANYMORE. I CAN'T DO IT. 


PLANET? I SIT THERE, , 4 
THEI WIRELESS SIGNALS, AND 
IT'S LIKE MY BRA/N |S 4 
SLOWING DOWN. 


% 


BUT WE'RE 
WHEELIJACK SMARTER THAN THAT, 
DEVELOPED A WAY TO AREN'T WE? SO WE'RE 
DIFFUSE THESE RESTRAINTS OUTTA HERE. I JUST 
THAT THE HUMANS USE TO KEEP NEED YOUR SMARTS TO. 
US TRAPPED AND ENSLAVED. BUT HELP MAKE THAT 
WHEELJACK DIDN'T WANT TO COME HAPPEN. 
WITH US. I GUESS HE WANTED 
TO STAY AND MAYBE GET 
RESTRAINED HIMSELF. 


WE CAN'T JUST 
BLAST OUT OF HERE 
AND LEAVE ALL OUR 

BROTHERS BEHIND. PLUS, 
WE'RE GOING TO NEED 
ALL THE HELP WE CAN 
GET TO GET OFF THIS 

ROCK, RIGHT? 


ij SO WE'VE RECOVERED 
SOME OF OUR PEOPLE 
THROUGH... NEW FRIENDS. 
AND WE'RE GOING TO 
NEED YOU TO BRING 
THEM ALL THE WAY 
BACK TO US. ‘ 


Te 
BUT AREN'T THEY... 
| 2 
DECEPTICONS? Iii 
a, 


NOT ANYMORE. 
THERE AREN'T ANY 
‘SIDES ANYMORE. 


: WHEELS 
OY _1 SUST WANT aw 
IT TO BE CLEAR. » V3, 


I'M NOT ON A 
“SIDE.” i lA 


Bes 


gS i) RATCHET _ 
‘ = 
aD ——_. 


INTO THE EVENTS THAT 
LED UP To IRONHIDE'S BI 
DEATH AND PRIME’S... 

\ DEFECTION. 


mp A 


lf SIDESWIPE 4 ar ad 
a 


L I KNOW THAT 
SPENDING A LOT OF 
TIME ON A PLANET CAN 
START TO... INFLUENCE AN 
OUTPOST. I DID A FULL 
SCAN OF ALL OUR FILES 
ON CONTEMPORARY 
EARTH CULTURE, SO I 


WON'T NEED ANY 
> ACCLIMATION. 
I'M ON THE 


SAME PAGE AS 
YOU, AND I WANT 
YOU TO KNOW I'M 

NOT THE BOGEYMAN. 
I'M NOT HERE TO 
"COME DOWN” ON 

ANYBODY. 


THAT SAID, 
ASSISTANCE IS ALWAYS 
APPRECIATED. 


! WHAT IS 


HE TALKING 
\ ABOU 


ABSENCE OF THAT, 
BI AT LEAST EXPECT 
bp) COOPERATION. FULL 


fee C=) ee 


AP ies: 


ae x 


Ose 


SO. THE 
GREAT OPTIMUS 
PRIME. THE GUY 

WHO KNOWS WHERE 
ALL THE BODIES 
ARE BURIED. 


“PROBABLY 
OBJECT TO." HUH. 
WELL, I GOT NEWS 

FOR YOU, COMPADRE. 
UNLIKE THE FIRST TIME 
WE MET, YOU AREN'T 
IN A POSITION 


T'VE SURRENDERED 
MYSELF OF MY OWN 
FREE WILL. I AM FULLY 
PREPARED TO ACCEPT 
WHATEVER PUNISHMENT YOU 
SEE FIT. BUT I WILL NOT 
REVEAL TO YOU ANY 
INFORMATION THAT WILL 
ENDANGER ANY OTHER 
AUTOBOTS. 


I'M NOT SURE 
EXACTLY WHAT 
THAT PARTICULAR 
IDIOM MEANS, BUT 
IT SOUNDS LIKE 
SOMETHING I'D 
PROBABLY 
OBJECT TO. 


WHOA, HEY, 
MAYBE WE GOT OFF 
ON THE WRONG FOOT 
HERE. I'M NOT COMING 
DOWN HERE TO 
INTERROGATE YOU OR 
ANYTHING. 'M—I'M 
HERE TO HELP 
you. 


I DO NOT REQUIRE 
ANY HELP. AS YOU CAN 
SEE, I'M AT YOUR MERCY, 
SUCH AS IT IS. I DON'T 

REQUIRE ANY SPECIAL 
TREATMENT. 


WELL IF 
THE GENERAL IS 
COMING, PERHAPS I 
SHOULD SPEAK 
WITH HIM. 


LOOK, HE'S 
NOT GOING 
TO WANT TO 
LISTEN TO 
you. 


YES. I SEE THAT. BUT WHAT 
YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND 
1S, YOU DO 
NEED HELP. 


EVENTUALLY THEY'RE 
GOING TO DRAG YOU IN 
FRONT OF THE GENERAL. 
AND IF WE CAN HAVE A 

CONVERSATION RIGHT NOW, 

I CAN MAKE SURE THINGS 

GO EASIER ON 
YOU LATER. 


GOING TO BE 
CHARMED BY HOW 
POLITE YOU ARE. 
HE'S NOT GOING 


PS. TO ASK NICE. 


I'M NOT HERE 
TO BE TREATED 
KINDLY. 


‘SELF-FLAGELLATION CELL NOW. BUT SiR, THEY'LL SUST TAKE 
REALLY, WHAT DOE! HIM WHEREVER AND 


T AM BEING WE'RE MOVING WE \ 
STONEWALLED By A HIM DOWN DON'T NEED 
TALKING TRUCK WITH TO THE HOLDING A CONFESSION. 

S 
IT MATTER WHAT PULL_INFO OUT 


l 
A, 
t 


BECAUSE My FATHER 
IS COMING. AND I NEED 
TO HAVE SOMETHING 
FOR HIM WHEN HE 
GETS HERE. 


GOT OPTIMUS 
PRIME SITTING 
IN THERE! 


No, I DON'T. 
Z DON'T HAVE 
ANYTHING. 


IT’S AN ENERGY 
WEAPON, SIGNATURE 
OD Ii 


BUT, 
OBVIOUSLY, HE'S: 


BEEN MOVED. ANDI 


H CANT CORROBORATE 


WELL... LIKE WE 
TOLD YOU, HE WAS 
KILLED AT A SKYWATCH 
BASE. ICH, KNOW, IS 
RUN BY THE HUMANS. WHO 
DON'T LIKE US. SO, WE 
CAN'T REALLY TAKE 
YOU THERE. 


YOUR 
DEBRIEFING ON THE 
OPERATION HAS BEEN 


TALK TO THE MISSION 
DEI 


THOUGHT HE 
SHOULD BE FREE TO 


GO, IF HE WANTED. I'M J 


NOT GOING TO HOLD 
ANYBODY AGAINST 
THEIR WILL. 


DESPITE HIM 
BEING INVOLVED IN 
A MISSION WITH A 


FATALITY? YOU ARE 


THE LEADER HERE, 
RIGHT? 


LOOK, MAGNUS, WAIT. WE COULD }} 
REALLY USE YOU HERE. YOUR 
i> Ee 
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COME ON 
GUYS, WHAT 
1S THIS? 


7 


i ..WE FIGURED THAT WE'D { 
RATHER LEAVE THIS. 
PLANET FREE THAN 

UNDER ARREST. 5 \ 

\Z = 


NOBODY'S GETTING YEAH. LOOK, SORRY, 
ARRESTED HERE, HOIST. ‘BEE. MAYBE WE'LL SEE 
HE'S JUST HERE DOWN THE 
TO HELP. 


IE TURNED OFF 


HI 
HIS SIGNATURE. YOU 
WON'T BE ABLE TO 


OW, THAT'S 


THIS ISN'T 
WHAT I DO. TM A 
SCIENTIST. I STUDY 
THINGS. I THINK 
ABOUT THINGS. I'M 
NOT AN ENGINEER. 
I DON'T BUULD 


BELIEVE THIS? 
THIS IS CRAZY, 
RIGHT? 


RED ALERT 


PENNINGTON’S 
TEAM. CAMPOLOGNO'S. 
WITH THEM. 


WE'VE CAUGHT A 
BIG FISH HERE. I'M 
GUESSING THE REST OF 
THE SCHOOL'S IN 
DISARRAY. 


)\\ THey steuce 
A OFF IN THIS 
7 DIRECTION, AND 
THERE'S ONLY SO MANY 
PLACES THEY COULD 
GO. IF WE DON'T FIND 
| THEM TONIGHT, BLURR 
( CAN JUST COVER THE 


"BOUT WE DO J 
THAT NOW? I FEEL | NY 
LIKE I'M STARTING NO. WE 
TO RUST KEEPING y _ STILL HAVE 
PACE WITH YOU 4 9) DAYLIGHT LEFT 
GUYS. ff 1) ANDIT'S SAFER 
; v TO STICK 


KNOW WHERE YOU'RE 
GOING, HOIST. I 
DON'T JUST WANT TO 

BE DRIVING AROUND / 
’ AIMLESSLY. ial 


x4 
y, 


ON A HUMAN! 


ae 
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Z 
Mu 
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CLOSE IN 
ON THE SPORTS ¥ 
} 


CAR! I'VE GOT 
THE LIGHT-BLUE 4 
ONE! 


¢ t 
f 
4 Pr 
a A/_ WELL... \ 
Shy THREE OUT 
OF FOUR IS 
FINE. 4g 
soy Oe : 
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THIS IS 
PENNINGTON. 
BRING IN THE 
AIRSHIP. WE'VE 


COMING IN. 
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IN THE BEGINNING, I WAS OVERWHELMED } 
BY HOW HORRIBLE THIS PLANET IS. 


: ; = THAT'S WHEN I FIRST 
SecANiG MATTER Te ee ener BEGAN TO SUSPECT 
Geert INTO even iniNe: WOULD START GROWING Lee ee 
Hie Ere VEN IHIN) ON ME. IN MY JOINTS. WRONG ABO! 


PLANETARY LUBRICANTS. When 2 Heeb: 


ait 
‘SURE, IT WAS 
A TEEMING, 
FESTERING 
CESSPOOL 
OF “LIFE.” 


BUT LIFE FOUND A WAY TO BOOBY-TRAP. / 
§ EVEN THE MOISTURE IN THE ATMOSPHERE. | 9” 

LIFE FOUND A WAY. WITHOUT DESIGN OR [# 

SCHEMATICS. IT JUST... CHANGED ITSELF. 


a 


RIPPLED, ONLY 
Ap) PARTIALLY FUNCTIONAL, i 
= IT TOOK ME SEVERAL 
| NIGHTS TO FINALLY 
Bao) MAKE IT TO SHELTER. 


BY) HAD ENDED UP AT THE 
yy EPICENTER OF DESTRUCTION. 


TWAS SAFE FOR A WHILE. 


THE PARTS TO AMPLIFY 
BL My DISTRESS SIGNAL. 


THEN I HAD 
NOTHING 
{ § BUT TIME. 


WHAT HAPPENS IN 
THE SUMMER TIME, 
WHITNEY! SILLY 
COLLEGE KIDS ALWAYS 
PUSHIN’ EACH 
OTHER INTO THE 


| WELL, THAT 
JUST. BEYOOOTIFUL. 


| 


HAHAHA 
HAHAHA! 


SOME FLOCKS 
ARE SO VAST THAT 
THEY CAN TAKE OVER 
FIVE HOURS TO PASS 
OVERHEAD. 


WHITNEY, 
CHRISTMAS EVE AND 
/T'S GOING TO BE A 
LONG NIGHT. WE'VE GOT A 
PREGNANT WOMAN HERE 
HAVING A PARTICULARLY 
DIFFICULT LABOR. 


WELL, THAT'S. 
JUST. BEYOOOTIFUL. 


HAHAHA 
HAHAHA! 


SO WHAT'S 
WRONG WITH 
THAT? 


THEY FORGOT 
TO CHECK IF THE HAHAHA 
POOL WAS FULL. HAHAHA! 


BILLION SWARM ACROSS 
THE SAVANNAHS OF AFRICA. 
THESE ARE THE MOST 
NUMEROUS BIRDS ON 
EARTH. 


I'M GOIN’ IN. 
WHAT'S HER 
NAME? 


IT TRULY IS FASCINATING, THE WAY THESE HUMANS CHOOSE TO REMIND 
THEMSELVES OF THEI OWN CULTURE AND HISTORY. SUCH A STRANGE 
IDEA, THAT SO MUCH CHANGE CAUSES BOTH PROGRESS AND LOSS. IT'S 
A BALANCE I FIND DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND. 


FINALLY, AFTER 
EIGHTEEN MONTHS, 
THEY FOUND ME. 


IT WAS A RAGTAG BUNCH. A 
CONSTRUCTICON. ONE OF 
THOSE IDIOTIC STUNTICONS. 


AS A SEEKER, I COULD HAVE LED THEM. NONE OF THEM 
KNEW ABOUT My “BETRAYAL.” THEY WERE ALL OFF ON 
DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE PLANET AT THE TIME. 


OF THEM WERE 
WAITING FOR ME 


BUT THE AUTO! WERE IN HID 
THE HUMANS AWAY THEI2 
KK AWAY MY W, 


OUT THERE WHO WOULD 
REFINE LEND A 


pl, Wee WOULD 
'T FASTER 

with a Abe: MORE 
CONSTRUCTICONS. 


IT'S COMING 
ALONG PRETTY 
WELL! 


HAVE TO BE 
\ PATIENT. CAN'T 
\ BE HELPED. 


LOOK, I REALLY APPRECIATE 
WHAT YOU'VE DONE HERE. 
BROKERING PEACE. HELPING US 
OUT. REALLY, I DO. AND WHAT 
WE'RE DOING HERE TOGETHER... 
IT'S THE RIGHT THING. IT 
KNOW IT IS. 


AND I WANT TO 
TAKE EVERYONE WHO 
WANTS TO COME WITH ME. 
T HATE THE IDEA OF ANY 
CYBERTRONIANS LIVING AS. 
COMATOSE PRISONERS 


BUT YOU AND I BOTH 
] &NOW THAT THERE'S No way 77, 
I'M HELPING YOU GO SPRING pei Ped 
MORE CONSTRUCTICONS. MY 
OLD PRESUDICE, 
PEOPLE TEND TO GET... BUT THAT'S 
NERVOUS WHEN YOU GET A 
BUNCH OF THEM TOGETHER. /\ 


AND I DON'T BLAME re j 
: HEM. A l] y 
| \ | kore 
iN 


HEY, JUST THOUGHT I'D LAYS 


SUGGEST SOMETHING. 
THEY'RE EXPERTS IN 
BUILDING. 
4) 


OUT OF THE 
Bh. QUESTION. 


w/ JUST A MATTER OF 
TIME BEFORE THE 


HUMANS NOTICE THIS 
yp THING AND COME TO (Zs 
DESTROY IT AND J 
4 TAKE US IN. \y Ay 
f S&S Mt Xk 
LOOK, HOW ABOUT ONE 
MORE STUNTICON THEN? LOTS. 
OF ENERGY, HARD WORKERS, AND } 
MOTORMASTER AND DEAD END 


HAVE A LINE ON WHERE TO 
FIND HIM. 


B 7 _ FINE. FINE. IT'S 


HEY, HE'S THEIR 
BROTHER, YOU 
KNOW? THEY DON'T 
WANT TO LEAVE 
WITHOUT HIM. 


HEY, YOU KNOW WHAT YOU'RE DOING 


I DON'T THINK ANYBODY 
HERE? YOU'RE BUILDING A WHOLE NEW WAS READY TO EMBRACE 
WORLD. YOU ARE THE ARCHITECT AN ANTEBELLUM KIND OF [| 
? OF A NEW AGE FOR US. \IDEA FOLLOWING UNTOLD 
YEARS OF WAR. 


I JUST WANT 
YOU TO KNOW WE 
SEE WHAT YOU'RE 
DOING. YOUR 
FOLLOWERS AND ME... 
WE SEE YOUR DESTINY. 
YOU KNOW WHAT 
THEY'VE STARTED 
CALLING YOU? 


'S IT? OPTIMUS PRIME YA ; , 
WASN'T ABLE TO HACK IT Y t pois pope erie 
IN THIS NEW ERA. HE SAW PEOPLE THAT BELIEVE IN 
THE TIMES CHANGING AND // . YOU. THIS IS A MOVEMENT. ]] 
WHAT DID HE DO? HE ~ WE NEED ALL THE HANDS 
WE CAN GET. 


AND LOOK, BE’ IT THEY'RE JUST 


ED TO 
RODIMUS PRIME. 


TWEEN Bu 
YOU AND ME... IF THEY THE KINDA GUYS WHO 
IAYS, NEI FOLLOW 


KN e y 
DWiza, eke SA 


o 


| ACQUIRE ANY NEW 
J RECRUITS AND WE'LL HAVE 
TO MAKE TI 
WHICH’ 


4 HEY, SKIP. 
WHY THE LONG 
\ FACE? 


SO? THEY'LL 
CUT IT OUT OF 
HIM ONE WAY OR 
ANOTHER. 


No. IT’S TRUE. 


THROUGH THIS. 
GOING OUT AND 
PLAYING ARMY MAN, 
THEN COMING HOME 
AND PUTTING MY 
TOYS AWAY. 


NO WONDER 
THE BRASS TREATS 
ME LIKE A KID. I HAVE 
TO SHOW THEM I CAN 
LEAD THIS OUTFIT. THAT 
I CAN GET RESULTS 
THAT DON'T INVOLVE 
JUST SHUTTING DOWN 
ANOTHER MARAUDING 
ROBOT. I HAVE TO 
BE PROACTIVE. 


YEAH, A WEEK SINCE \f 
We BROUGHT THE 
MOST SIGNIFICANT E.T. 
INTO CUSTODY. THE 
LUSTER ALREADY 
WORN OFF FOR 


NOTHING TO 
SHOW FOR IT. I'VE 
THREATENED AND 


CAJOLED AND 
BRIBED. HE WON'T 
GIVE UP ANY 


ie] 


J ] 
WASN'T HERE WHEN 
HE CAME IN. I WASN'T 


HERE WHEN THE BASE a 
WAS RAIDED. SO FAR, 
I'VE BEEN A PRETTY 
POOR LEADER. 


NOw, YOU'RE SURE 


HERE. 
VISITOR YOU'RE 
GOING TO WANT / 


S ¥ ALL RIGHT, 
EVERYONE. SUST 
ss =e BE COOL. 
f he Y 
MA . ; 
, " Be ay 
. 


\A—\ YY \Ai\ 
) : — 
FIRSTLY, UH, a7 \ NS 
RODIMUS, 1 A es =S\ 
NEED TO ASK you GRaER SS = 
SOME QUESTIONS 
ABOUT AN 
OPERATION YOU ALSO, I 
LED THAT RESULTED . UNDERSTAND 
IN THE DEATH OF ‘—"\ YOU'RE BUILDING A 
WARRANT OFFICER & SHIP FOR TRANSPORT 
IRONHIDE. OFF THIS PLANET. 


YOU DON'T HAVE 
LEAVE FROM YOUR 
COMMANDING OFFICER 
FOR OFF-WORLD TRAVEL, 
NOR DO YOU CURRENTLY 
HAVE A LICENSE TO 
OPERATE AN INTERSTELLAR 
VEHICLE. I NEED YOU TO 
TAKE ME TO IT AND 
DISMANTLE IT. 


I CAN FIND THE ae ¢ 


SHIP MYSELF IF 
YOU REFUSE TO 
COOPERATE. 


MAGNUS. WITH 

PRIME ABDICATING, 

T AM NEXT IN THE 
PROCEDURAL LINE OF 
SUCCESSION. I HAVE 

MADE MY OWN 
ASSESSMENT OF THI 

CRAFT AND HAVE 

GRANTED IT LICENSE 
\A UNDER EMERGENCY 
POWERS. 


AS LONG AS 
T'M HERE NOW 
THERE'S NO 
REASON TO— 


FU) (Ga. 


Li 


ill 


ih A 


OS a J ry) 
oy a. 
Se 5 


Ye ee 
WAN : 
~ 2 a Ue 


NOT FIRE! 


vat 
EN, 


RODIMUS, I'LL BE 
TAKING MY PRISONER BACK 
TO THE AUTOBOT BASE. YOU 
WiLL ACCOMPANY ME FOR A 
FULL DEBRIEF ON WHAT'S 
GOING ON HERE! 


RODIMUS, YOU ARE ENGAGING IN AN 
UNAUTHORIZED CONSTRUCTION AND 
LAUNCH, AS WELL AS POTENTIALLY 
COLLUDING WITH THE ENEMY. FAILURE 


TO COOPERATE HERE IS 
TREASON! A 


MAGNUS, RODIMUS' 
COMMANDING OFFICER 
SURRENDERED. THE WAR ENDED 
YEARS AGO, AND UNDER My 
OBSERVATION RODIMUS HAS 
NOT BEEN COLLUDING WITH 


I'M SORRY TO 
‘SEE YOU HERE, PROWL. 
I DON'T UNDERSTAND 
WHY YOU SUMMONED ME 
IF YOU WERE GOING TO 
START COMMITTING 
CRIMES. 


AN AUTOBOT WAS KILLED." SINCE THEN, I 
REQUESTING A SPECIAL HAVE EXAMINED THE 
INVESTIGATOR IS PROPER WISDOM OF STAYING 
. PROCEDURE. HERE AFTER THE 
SURRENDER OF OUR 
COMMANDING 
OFFICER. LEAVING 
IS THE RATIONAL 
CHOICE. 


WY WHAT ARE YOU 
{ GOING TO DO? 
TAKE ON ALL OF 


THIS IS \ / A Ain Se 
outrageous. \_ y lavas 
AND THIS IS — 

NOT OVER. p 


SWINDLE IS PLANNING SOMETHING. HE HAS TO BE. 
I ASSUME THE OTHERS SUSPECT IT, TOO. THERE'S 
SO MUCH CONFUSION AND ANTICIPATION IN THE AIR. 


ESPECIALLY IN THE AUTOBOTS. THE WAY 
THEY THROW THEMSELVES INTO THEI2 

WORK TO DROWN OUT THEI2 MOUNTING 
DREAD. HOT ROD-OR “RODIMUS"—MIGHT 
ACTUALLY TALK FASTER THAN SWINDLE. 


N e —— a 
\ 


I LOOK AT THEM, AND I 
FEEL... I THINK I FEEL PITY. 


NO. NOT PITY. REMORSE. 
REMORSE THAT THEY STILL 
CAN'T SEE WHERE THEY ARE. 


I BELIEVE I FINALLY 
UNDERSTAND THE 
MEANING OF THE 
WORD... “BEAUTIFUL.” 


I CAN'T THINK OF 
THE LAST TIME WE 
CREATED ANYTHING. 


|) MEGATRON ACTED AS IF THE HUMANS WERE 
BENEATH HIS ATTENTION. BUT HE COULDN'T 
HAVE EXTERMINATED THEM EVEN IF HE 
WANTED TO. LIFE WILL FIND A WAY. 


IN THREE YEARS, THEY’VE REBUILT AN 
ENTIRE PLANET. THEY HAVE US ON THE 
RUN. THESE PEOPLE ARE INVINCIBLE. 


“pepe “ISSUE: \, 


Le |: ; 


Hi everybody. 

Instead of a letters page this month, I’m going to take this 
opportunity to rap at you, show you some art, and do a little 
“State of the Cybertronian Union” sorta thing. It'll hopefully 
become a semi-regular feature here, but don't worry. Your 
letters will return next month. 

It was important to me to do this for issue #4 in particular 
because, as you can probably see, this issue veers off the 
beaten path a little bit. | consider this issue to be the first 
really big statement of purpose regarding my run on this 
book, and | want to thank you guys for hanging in, and | hope 
that you stick around for the rest now that I’ve given you a 
better idea of what I’m trying to do. If you like what you saw 
here, you're definitely going to like the rest of what | have 
planned. And if you just happen to like giant robots punching 
each other... I'm going to have plenty of stuff for you, too. 
Basically, you can't lose. 

THUNDERCRACKER has always been one of the more 
interesting characters to me since he is often the DECEPTICON 
that gets played with the most ambivalence. That uncertainty 
was the perfect foundation for me to build this issue out of— 
and by extension, a larger examination of the “life post- 
wartime” status quo of the current IDW universe. I've 


promised to get into why Earth is important to the 
TRANSFORMERS, and why they're sticking around (other than 
the fact that they're essentially stranded). This is my first 
overture on that theme. There will be many others. 

| also wanted to take a second to praise my incredibly 
talented and esteemed colleagues Zander Cannon, Chee, and 
Nick Roche, and encourage you to check out their books, if 
you haven't already. It's important to us that each book can be 
read on its own, but also that you get a richer, wider picture if 
you read all three. For those keeping an eye on chronology, 
Zander and Chee’s BUMBLEBEE book takes place prior to 
ongoing #5. And Nick's book takes place some months before 
our issue #1 

And finally, | have a little contest for you fans. Because | 
love you. In this issue, THUNDERCRACKER sure does watch a 
lot of TV. In my ongoing Nancy-Reagan-esque quest to get the 
children of America to THINK about what they're reading, the 
first person who can name the two BBC documentaries that 
THUNDERCRACKER is watching gets a retailer incentive cover 
signed by yours truly. And maybe David Attenborough if | find 
out he's a big TF fan. 

See you next month! 

—Mike Costa 
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‘IT’S A BEAUTIFUL D 


ie. 
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I UNDERSTAND 
WHY. AND I DON’T 
BLAME YOU. 


WE CAME HERE 
TO YOUR PLANET. 
WE MADE IT OUR 
BATTLEFIELD. AND WE 
DESTROYED IT. THERE'S 
NO OTHER WAy TO 
SAY THAT. 


BUT WORSE THAN THAT, I 
CAN ONLY IMAGINE THE... 
THE HORROR. THE HORROR 
YOUR PEOPLE MUST HAVE 
EXPERIENCED, REALIZING 
HOW LONG WE'D BEEN 
HERE. HIDING IN 
PLAIN SIGHT. 


“¢ 


COULD you, fat 
AFTER ALL 
THAT? 


so yOu 

TURNED 
YOURSELF IN 
BECAUSE YOU 
FEEL GUILTY. 


I WAS A < 
SOLDIER. A VERY 
LONG TIME AGO. 

AND I UNDERSTOOD 
HOW TO WIN BATTLES. 
THAT WAS WHy I 
ASCENDED. THAT'S 
WHy I BECAME A 
LEADER. 


BUT A 
LEADER LEADS. 

I THOUGHT I KNEW 
WHAT THAT MEANT. 
BUT I DON'T THINK yOu 
COULD UNDERSTAND 
HOW LONG IT TOOK 


ME TO ACTUALLY 
LEARN IT. 


HUNDREDS. 
OF YOUR 
GENERATIONS. 
THOUSANDS. 


ALL THAT 


TIME, I THOUGHT 
T WAS LEADING. 
AND I WAS. I 
WAS LEADING US 
FURTHER INTO 
WAR. 


AND THEN, 
SUDDENLY, THAT 
WAR WAS OVER. BUT I 
STILL LED SOLDIERS 
AS A SOLDIER. SAME 
TACTICS. EVADING 
THE ENEMY. 


a7 


THE ENEMY 
BEING YOu. 


BUT WE ARE NOT 
YOUR ENEMIES. AND I 
REALIZED I COULD NOT 
LEAD MY TROOPS 
UNDER THAT PREMISE 
ANY LONGER. 


CAN YOU UNDERSTAND THE BATTLE 
FATIGUE CREATED By FIGHTING A WAR IT'S BECAUSE OF THIS I WAS NO 
OVER MILLENIA? OF HAVING THE SAME LONGER EFFECTIVE AS A LEADER. 
MINDSET, THE SAME PATTERNS OF FOR THE FIRST TIME, WE FIND 
BEHAVIOR, TEMPERED By THE OURSELVES CONFRONTED WITH A 
STRESSES OF ENDLESS DIFFERENT SITUATION. WE ARE NO 
BATTLE? LONGER FIGHTING DECEPTICONS. 
AND I REFUSE TO 
FIGHT YOu. 


My... FRIEND 
DIED. AND FOR 
WHAT? 


WE NEEDED TO 
CHANGE. AND SO I 
CHOSE TO ABDICATE. 
AND TO TURN MYSELF 
UPON YOUR MERCY FOR 
WHAT My LEADERSHIP 
HAS BROUGHT TO 
YOUR WORLD. 


YOU ARE A 
GREAT SOLDIER, 
MAJOR WITWICKY. 


I SAW THAT 
MYSELF WHEN 
YOU HELPED US 
END OUR WAR. 


I CANNOT SPEAK TO 
YOUR LEADERSHIP SKILLS.. 
BUT I HAVE OBSERVED THI: 
MUCH IN MY TIME ON YOUR PLANET. 


YOU HUMANS 
HAVE THE ABILITY 
TO LEARN IN LESS 
THAN A SINGLE LIFETIME 
WHAT IT HAS TAKEN 
ME UNCOUNTABLE 
GENERATIONS 
TO GRASP. 


IF YOU ARE 
NOT A GREA 
LEADER NOW, 
HAVE NO DOU! 
YOU WILL BE. 


SO THOUGH YOU 
THOUGHT YOU COULD 
LEARN MUCH FROM ME, I 
HOPE YOU SEE NOW THAT I 
HAVE SO MUCH MORE I 
SHOULD HAVE LEARNED 
FROM YOU. 


AND IT 
(S WITH THE 
GREATEST 
RESPECT THAT 
I WILL REMAIN AS 
YOUR PRISONER, 
TO DO WITH AS 


YOU SEE FIT. sa 


BECAUSE 
THE CAPACITY 
FOR WISDOM IN 
THE HUMAN RACE 
1S SOMETHING I 
WILL NEVER 
DOUBT. 


IT IS MY 
GREATEST 
\ HOPE... 
DO YOU THINK a 
YOUR MEN WILL 
DO WITHOUT | 
i. YOU? 


7 THAT 
THEY WILL 
TRANSFORM. 


gs 


» 


—— 
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MAGNUS. I'M 


GLAD YOU'RE 
BACK, THINGS 
HAVE CHA 


™ 


— 


ws “ous 
NAD 


RODIMUS AND HIS. 
GROUP OF DESERTERS 
HAVE MANUFACTURED AN 
UNLICENSED CRAFT TO 


HE'S OF COURSE I'M SURE. 
COLLUDING WITH I SAW IT WITH My OWN 
DECEPTICONS. I NEED OPTICS. RODIMUS HAS 
A UNIT TO RETURN AND WAIT. HOLD JOINED WITH THE 
ARREST HIM, TD LIKE YOU aU NOW.ARE yOu ENEMY. 
HERE, TOO, BRAWN. IRE HE'S ACTUALLY 
AND JAZZ. WORKING WITH BUUee GOES 
DECEPTICONS? BF hoo HIS SPEED. 
@ WILL BE AN ASSET 
IF THERE ARE ANY 
RUNNERS. 


WAIT, HEY, THIS AUTOBOT 
JUST SUFFERED SEVERE 
TRAUMA. YOU CAN'T JUST 
ORDER HIM BACK OUT 
INTO THE FIELD AGAIN 

LIKE THAT. <A 


7, AY) 


7's 
/ 


i 


oOo 8 


WE'RE 
HEADING OUT IN TEN 
MINUTES. GET HUFFER. 

TO BRING ME SOME 
ENERGON. 


THIS ISA 
CHARGE OF 
TREASON. IT IS A 
LEGAL MATTER THAT 
SUPERCEDES YOUR 
AUTHORITY AS 
COMMANDER OF 
THIS TEAM. 


WHEN IS MY 
NEXT BRIEFING 
WITH THE 
GENERALS? 


GOOD. UNTIL 
THEN, UNLESS 
SOME ROBOT TURNS 
UP THAT'S CAPABLE OF 


IT HAVE A 
LOT TO THINK 
ABOUT. 


EATING THE ENTIRE 
PLANET OR SOMETHING, 
DON'T BOTHER ME. I'M 
HEADING OUT FOR A 


CAN'T HEAR ME. 
BUT DO YOU 
FEEL THE SAME 
WAY? 


a 
YOU PROBABL 


ARE YOU 
ANOTHER SOLDIER 
THAT'S JUST 
CONFUSED AND LOST 
NOW THAT YOUR 
WAR IS OVER? 


IF I TOOK THE 
SUPPRESSOR OFF YOU, 
WOULD YOU SOUND LIKE 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 


“AH, I'M 
GUESSING NOT. 
BUT YOU SURE DO 
HANDLE LIKE A 


CAN YOU 
BELIEVE THIS? WE 
FINALLY FIND HIM, 

'SA 


HIM. ‘Ss 
DISGUSTING! 


J Y 
PROBABLY 
NOT... 


WHAT DO YOU THINK'S GOING Ye 

ON OVER THERE? THEY'VE BEEN 

WORKING ON HIM FOR AL ALMOST 

THREE HOURS N 

ey, 

Tan i Gg Tye 

ms qs sa } y= 

ZB Pre 

Soria Lae 
iE ai 

UP WHEN Trey 


CAME IN. 


T JUST THINK IT'S 
A LITTLE OBNOXIOUS, 
TAKING SO MUCH TIME FOR 
ONE DENTED STUNTICON IG, 
WHEN WE'RE SO CLOSE STUNTIGON FAMILY, 
TO COMPLETION. FINE. WE'RE OUT OF 


HERE EITHER ma 
C % 


U 
% 


& & 


q 


e) 


IS NO NEED FOR 
VIOLENCE. 


YOU'RE RIGHT! THERE'S NOT! 
LOOK, YOU CAN'T ARREST 


TOWARD A COMMON 
GOAL FOR PEACE! 


COME ON. BUMBLEBEE—ARE DIDN'T YOU 
YOU REALLY OKAY WITH EARN 


uu 
ROUNDING US ALL UP ANYTHING FROM] (\ Ye 
LIKE THIS? 1 COL t 
¥ 


; 


.-AND I TRIED 
WORKING WITH 
THE HUMANS... 


A | 


é 
a WHAT? 
Ovay TLL SWINDLE, IVE 
TAKE IT FROM GOT THIS UNDER 
HERE. CONTROL. 
on A, 


SS cover by DON FIGUEROA=—~_ 
j =z 9 
/ 


> | Jans Pe i 
~ ———_ nEXT monrHi 


Sig 
DON FIGUEROA) £%, z 


this publication may.be reprinted without the permission of Idea apd Design Works, LLC Printed in Korea. 


ISSUE #6 CREDITS 


Written by: MIKE COSTA 
Art by: DON FIGUEROA 


Letters by: CHRIS MOWRY 
Associate Editor: DENTON J. TIPTON 
Editor: ANDY SCHMIDT 


COVER CHECKLIST: _ 


COVER A ) oo) oC OVER Bf tue OVER Rte 
ART BY DON FIGUEROA |_ART BY DON FIGUEROA __ ART BY ANDREW WILDMAN 
(COLORS BY |. BROWN COLORS BY J. BROWN. | 


| __ Special thanks to Hasbro's Aaron Archer, Michael Kelly, Amie Lozanski, Ed Lane, Michael Provost, 
‘Vat Roca; Jos Huxley, Samantha Lomow, and Michael Verrecchia for their invaluable assistance. 


,. To discuss this issue of Transformers, join the IDW Insiders, 
__or to learn about exclusive Web offers, check out our site; _ 
a www.IDWPUBLISHING.com 


Advertising Sales: (858) 270-1315 x101 


TRANSFORMERS #61 APRIL 2010. FIRST PRINTING. KASERO and ts ogo, TRANSFORMERS, an al reited characters tre trademarks of 
(SEE a Sue ae) Reserved, The IDW logo is registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Fights Reserved. IOW Publishing. a division of Idea and Design Works. LLC Editorial offices: S080 Santa Fe St, San Diego, CA 82108. Any 
‘imilarties to petsons living or dead are purely coincidental I fr espn Elta aed ros paver vone Hl ba 


{DW Publishing does not ead cr accept unsolicited submissions of ideas, stories, of artwork 


Colors by: J. BROWN with ANDREW DALHOUSE 


‘SITTIN’ IN 
THE DRINK FOR 
THREE HOURS K 
BEFORE YOU GUYS BEST I 


CAN TELL, YOU 
COULD HAVE 
GOTTEN OUT 

ANY TIME. 


STAND IN THE 
ROAD FOR TWO 
15-FOOT ROBOTS 
™\ TO COME BACK ¢ 
\ AND BLOW OFF BP 
My A— 


CALL COMING 
IN. SITUATION. TWENT; 
MILES NORTHWEST 


WY WHAT THE 
y t HELL IS GOING 
ON DOWN 
THERE? 


GOD. THAT'S 
ONE OF THOSE 
GESTALTS. HAVEN'T 
SEEN ONE OF 
THOSE SINCE 
NEW YORK. 


WHAT KIND | 

OF ORDNANCE s Look AT THAT 

DO WE HAVE ON MESS DOWN THERE. \ 

BOARD? THESE THINGS ARE JUST 
NOT GOING TO STOP 
TRYING TO KILL EACH 
OTHER UNTIL WE GET 
THEM ALL. RIGHT, 


GET US BACK 
TO BASE 
IMMEDIATELY. 


U Te 
ME YOU TURNED \ 
YOURSELF IN 
BECAUSE youR 
FRIEND Wi 
BLED 


NO. I TURNED 
MYSELF IN BECAUSE 
eae 


BEA 
CHANGE, AND My 
PEOPLE WOULD NOT 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO 
ENACT IT IF I HAD 
TOLD THEM WHAT I 

IAS De 


Bee I KNOW, 
“AUSE A LOT OF 
oHINGS. BUT YOUR 
FRIEND DIED. THAT SET 
YOU IN MOTION, RIGHT? 
THE DEATH SET YOU 
IN MOTION. 


IT WAS My 
FAULT YOUR MAN 
WAS KILLED. WHEN 
YOUR PEOPLE MADE 
A RAID ON THIS. 
INSTALLATION, I WASN'T 
HERE. I SHOULD HAVE 
BEEN, I WAS SUPPOSED 
TO BE, BUT I WASN'T. I 
WAS OUT OF RADIO 
CONTACT. A 


My MEN GOT 
OVERZEALOUS. THEY 
USED LETHAL FORCE. I HAD 
AUTHORIZED ITS USE EARLIER, 
SET THE PRECEDENT. IT WAS 
ONLY A FEINT, BUT THEY 
DIDN'T KNOW THAT BECAUSE I 
DIDN'T TELL THEM. AND I 
WASN'T HERE TO CONTROL 
THINGS WHEN THEY 
JUMPED OFF. 


WHY ARE 
YOU TELLING 
ME THIS? 


BECAUSE... 
BECAUSE I AM 
A GOOD SOLDIER. 
BUT I'M STILL 
FIGURING THIS. 
“LEADER” THING 
OUT. 


I BELIEVE yOu. 
YOU'VE GIVEN ME 
A LOT OF THINGS 
TO THINK ABOUT. 
IT’S WHAT MAKES 
YOU A GOOD 
LEADER. 


YOU'RE SERIOUS 

ABOUT CHANGING. 

ABOUT MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE? 


THERE'S A 
SITUATION RIGHT 
NOW, WITH YOUR 
MEN. IT LOOKS 

LIKE THEY'VE MADE 
A REAL MESS OF 
THINGS. 


I'M NO 
. LONGER FIT TO 
SUDGE THAT. 


BUT I TRUST 
THEM. 


SURE. WELL, TRUST 
THIS: I'VE GOT TO DO 
SOMETHING AND THIS 

SITUATION IS WAY OUT OF 
OUR LEAGUE. PEOPLE ARE 


GOING TO GET HURT. I 
RESPECT THE FACT THAT 
YOU'VE TAKEN YOURSELF OUT 
OF THIS. MORE THAN YOU 


ONE OF THE 
QUALITIES OF A 
GOOD LEADER IS TO 
KNOW WHEN TO 
CHANGE THE 


GAME PLAN. 
KNOW. YOU'VE TAUGHT 
ME A LOT. 


AND I'VE 
HEARD YOU WERE 
A PRETTY GOOD 

SOLDIER IN 
YOUR DAY. 


WE'LL TAKE 
THE TRANSPORT, 
IT'S FASTER. 


‘SIRI WH-WHAT 


APE YOU... THE GENERAL'S 
COMING IN A FEW 
HOURS! 


TELL THE 
GENERAL HE 
ESCAPED. BUT... WHAT 
ABOUT YOU? IF 
YOU'RE NOT 
HERE... 


TELL HIM I'M 
OUT LOOKING 
FOR OUR ESCAPED 
PRISONER. IT'S 
OBVIOUS. 


LISTEN UP. WE DON'T HAVE A LOT OF 
TIME UNTIL WHAT WE SAW OUT IN THAT 
DESERT REACHES A POPULATION 
CENTER. YOU REMEMBER THE DAMAGE 
ONE OF THOSE GIGANTIC THINGS 
WREAKED LAST TIME IN NEW YORK? 
RIGHT NOW, THE ONLY TACTICAL 
ADVANTAGE WE HAVE AGAINST 
SOMETHING LIKE THAT IS HIM. 
THE S£/M CHANCE WE 
HAVE OF STOPPING IT 
IS RIGHT HERE. 


Now, 'M NOT 
HERE TO FLUSH 
ANYBODy'S. 
CAREER. IF THERE'S 
ANYBODY HERE 
NOT COMFORTABLE 
WITH THIS, YOUR 


OBJECTIONS 
WILL BE NOTED 
AND YOU CAN 
REPORT WHAT I'M 
DOING TO THE 
GENERAL. 


BUT WHETHER OR \( 
NOT THIS OPERATION 
IS COVERED, I'M PUTTING 
A LID ON THIS ATTACK, 
HOWEVER I HAVE TO DO IT. I 
WAS PUT IN CHARGE OF 
EXECUTING OUR POLICY WITH 


AND I'M MAKING A 
RADICAL CHANGE TO 
THAT POLICY. 


LET YOU DO 
THIS. 


SHOULD FIT IN 
YOUR TRUCK 


NO! LET'S SEE r 
HOW HIGH WE CAN 
THROW HIM! 


\¥ 


SEE, THE THING IS, 
MAGNUS, YOU WERE % 
AFTER ME FOR STEALING 
COMBINER TECHNOLOGY. 
YOU ALWAYS FIGURED 
I WAS GONNA 
SELL IT. 


y, 


T WAS SMART 
ENOUGH. 


EE ah =) 
LoL Te 
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BUT YOU SHOULD 
NEVER COUNT OUT THE 
CONSTRUCTICONS! 4 


EVERYONE 
WANTS TO FOCUS. 
ON THE BIG Guy. 

SUST ‘CUZ WE 
HAVE A NEW 
COMBINER. 


SWINDLE IS A COMBATICON. 
HE'S ALSO A LIAR. HE'S GOING SWINDLE'S NOT AS SMART 
TO KEEP FIGHTING NO AS HE THINKS HE IS, AND HE 
MATTER WHAT. HAD NO TIME TO SLAP THAT 
WHOLE THING TOGETHER. 
YOU CAN PROBABLY 
TAKE IT. 


KNOW WHY WE'RE FIGHTING 


?D 
Fa 


é ) 
" 9 
NOT A 
SWORD! THAT'S. 
a STUPID! 


Nosee( AW, NOT THE 
Sek Rocket! 


PRIME! THEY 
DON'T KNOW HOW 
TO WORK TOGETHER! 
DON'T BOTHER 
m FOCUSING ON THE 
HEAD—BREAK 
THEM APART! 


a 


GIVE THE 
ORDER, 
BUMBLEBEE! 


PROTECT ME! 


SPIKE, YOU 
AN COME IN 

py AND SWEEP THEM 

2 UP Now. 


a 


Se 
TT ONY 


Al ye 4% 


GO! AND PRIME! WE'VE GOT 
I WANT THOSE HUMAN SKYWATCH FORCES 
CARS! DO NOT LET CLOSING IN! WHAT 
THE RACE CAR AND 
THE BLACK ONE 
GET AWAY. 


I'M SORRY, BUT 
I'M NOT IN CHARGE 
HERE. I'M RETURNING 
MYSELF INTO THEI 
CUSTODY. 


BUT... BUT 
PRIME! LOOK WHAT 
HAPPENED! WE 
NEED YOU! 


I CAME TO HELP... BUT MY 
DECISION STANDS. WE CAN'T 
GO BACK TO THE WAY 
THINGS WERE. 


YOU'VE CHOSEN 
BUMBLEBEE TO BE IN 
CHARGE NOW, AND I WOULDN'T 
INTERFERE WITH THAT EVEN IF I 
WANTED TO. I BELIEVE IN HIM, 
BECAUSE I BELIEVE IN 
ALL OF YOU. 


WE CAN'T 
KEEP GOING TO 
GROUND, LIVING 
LIKE FUGITIVES. 
WE WORK THIS 

OuT WoW. 


- , 
Gy, ha 
YOU'RE q 
BUMBLEBEE? ) 
LT 


= { MAKES A MOVE. 
WE'RE TALKING 
\ THIS OUT. 


GOOD, PRIME VOUCHES 
FOR YOU. IT LOOKS LIKE 
YOU HAVE SOME WOUNDED 
HERE. LET'S SEE IF WE 
CAN HELP. 


I'VE SEEN 
ENOUGH IN THE 

PAST FEW DAYS TO BE 

CONVINCED THAT YOU 
AUTOBOTS AREN'T PART OF 
THE PROBLEM. I'M WILLING 
TO GRANT YOU A PASS ON 

YOUR EXTRATERRESTRIAL 
STATUS HERE. 


AND WHAT 
EXACTLY ARE THOSE 
PROVISIONS: 


LISTEN. BOTH OF US CAN IN RETURN RIGHT. SO YOU 
EXPEND RESOURCES CHISELING YOU GET TO CAN KEEP AN EYE ON 

AWAY AT EACH OTHER. OR WE CAN EXPAND OUT OF US AND STEAL OUR 

WORK TOGETHER TO NEUTRALIZE YOUR DIGS HERE AND TECHNOLOGY. 


ACTUAL THREATS, LIKE THE 


OP ‘TE OUT Of BEEN THERE. 
ONE TODAY. ay E ie 


OUR BASE IN THE DONE THAT. 


IN RETURN YOU'LL 
STOP HUNTING US? 


YOU CAN HAVE A 
GREATER ACCESS TO ENERGY 
RESOURCES AND INFORMATION |} 
COLLECTION. RIGHT Now, 
YOU'RE LIVING IN 


FRANKLY, I DON'T ~ 


LOOK. YOU DON'T TRUST ME BECAUSE I'VE 
BEEN LOCKING UP YOUR FRIENDS. I DON'T 
TRUST YOU BECAUSE YOU'RE A 
GIGANTIC, ALIEN ROBOT. SEE HOW YOU CAN 
c SAY “NO.” WE'RE TREATING 
FIVE OF YOUR WOUNDED 
RIGHT NOW. YOUR TRIAGE 
SPECIALIST WOULDN'T BE 


ABLE TO KEEP UP WITH 
THIS DEMAND 


BUT IF WE DON'T AT 
LEAST TRY TO START 
WORKING TOWARD CHANGE, 
THE FUTURE DOESN'T LOOK 
ANY DIFFERENT FROM THE 
PAST. A FRIEND OF YOURS 

TAUGHT ME THAT. 


MAGNUS, I SAID YOU 
NEED TO RELAX! I HAD 
TO REBOOT YOUR 
ENTIRE SYSTEM! 


id te lp 
HE WAS ONE OF Ni 
IN’ 


B [ NO! NO, NO, NOT AGAIN! 
THE DECEPTICONS \ DIDN'T ANYONE TRY TO 
PURSUE HIM? 
"4 iz 


} 
THAT SLIPPED THROUGH 
THE NET. HE AND A FEW 
CONSTRUCTICONS. 
) 


/ 


RODIMUS, YOU ARE UNDER ARREST 
FOR TREASON! YOU WERE COLLUDING NO, NO, THAT'S NOT HOW 
WITH DECEPTICONS, WHO THEN IT WAS. WE WERE ONLY 
LAUNCHED AN ATTACK IN WHICH TRYING TO GET OFF 
SEVERAL FELLOW AUTOBOTS. THE PLANET. 
WERE BADLY INSURED. 


YEAH, AND WE WERE ALL FINE WITH THAT 
UNTIL YOU BROUGHT THOSE DECEPTICONS 
INI YOU TALKED US INTO IT, AND NOW 
WE DON'T EVEN HAVE A SHIP 
ANYMORE! 


ENOUGH. ALL 
OF YOU, CALM 
DOWN. MAGNUS, 
BACK OFF. 


BUMBLEBEE, 
My SURISDICTION 
IS CLEAR. STAY 
OUT OF THIS 
oR— 


OR WHAT? 
MAGNUS, I'M IN 
CHARGE HERE NOW. 
NOT YOU. NOT YOUR 
RIDICULOUS STATUTES. 
WHO DO YOU EVEN 
ANSWER TO 
ANYMORE? 


T ANSWER 
TO A BODY OF 
GOVERNORS THAT'S 
BEEN IMPANELED 
To— 


WRONG. ON THIS 
PLANET YOU ANSWER 
TO ME. WE HAVE TO 
START ACCEPTING WHAT 
WE SEE, AND NOT 
HOW WE REMEMBER 


WE DID LOSE THE 1] 
LET'S FACE IT, WE'VE FELT MATRIX, AND UNLESS WE GET 
THIS WAY SINCE WE LOST IT BACK AND IT CHOOSES F/ 
THE MATRIX. @ SOMEONE ELSE, I'M = 
IN CHARGE. 


SO YOU WILL L/GTEN 
TO ME. AND YOU WILL 
OBEY. NO AUTOBOT |S BEING 
ARRESTED TODAY WHILE I'M HERE, 
REGARDLESS OF THEIR MISTAKES. 


HE'S LEAVING \ 
THE PLANET 
WITHOUT US! HE'S 
RUNNING! 4° 


WELL, 
= BUMBLEBEE. I'M 
COWARD. | GLAD YOU'RE 
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“...BECAUSE IT LOOKS. 
LIKE YOU'RE THE ONLY 
LEADER WE HAVE LEFT.” 


NnEXT .SSueE: 


GUESS WHe’ STILL 
FUNETIONS= 


Featuring ‘a special 
alternate cover. b 
ANDREW WILDMA 


on SALE 
nEXT mMmOontTH! 


fi TRY | us 


‘00109 
by Andrew Wildman 
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As the Decepticons nearly held victory within their grasp, Megatron was shot on Earth, 
halting the offensive and sending the Decepticons on the run. Starscream, now in 
possession.of the Autobot Matrix_of Leadership, assumed. the role of leader, while 
Soundwave worked to bring back Megatron from imminent shutdown. Back on Earth, as 
the Autobot ranks united to defeat Menasor, Spike Witwicky came to-an-understanding 
with Optimus Prime and intends to form an alliance with the Autobots, 


‘Special thanks to Hasbro's Aaran Archer, Michael Kelly, Amie Lozanski, Ed Lane, Michael Pravost, 
Val Roca, Jo5 Huxley, Samantha Lomow, and Michael Verrecchia for their invaluable assistance. 
s Licensed py, TO discuss this issue of Transformers, join the IDW Insiders, 
or to learn about exclusive Web offers, check out our site 
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BUT NOW My 
SOLDIERS PATROL 
WITHOUT MISSIONS. 
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WITHOUT ME. My’ 
TROOPS ARE 
ab 
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RAZORCLAW IS NOT A GENERAL. 
HE'S A SURVIVALIST. HE'S. 
TURNING THIS ENCAMPMENT 
WBNING THIS ENCAMPMEN 


NO ONE HAS THOUGHT TO CHECK, 
NO ONE WOULD KNOW WHAT THEY 
WERE LOOKING AT IF THEY DID. 


SOUNDWAVE HAS BULWARKED HIMSELF 
IN WHAT REMAINS OF THE CRAFT 
THAT BROUGHT US HERE. 


ELL, I DON'T WISH 


OUR PROUD RANKS ABE “ARSC! 201. 
DOOMED. pears VIOLENT GOWERING ON THis 4 


IS All 
BOCK DEEAMING OF CHANGE 


HIS FIXATION ON THE MATRIX HAS ADDLED. HIM. 

POWER IN THAT BAUBLE IS UNENOWABLE 
AND DANGEROUS: BUT NE WEARS IT ON AIS 
CHEST LIKE A FETISH. 


THIS WEAK, MUDDY PLANET WAS WHERE 
EVERYTHING WENT WRONG. WE MISCALCULATED... 
BUT THE ADVANTAGE IS STILL OURS, IF THESE 
IDIOTS WOULD ONLY PRESS IT. 


We HAD BEATEN THESE CREATURES TO 
THEI KNEES... AND NOW We ALLOW 
THEM TO CALL THAT A VICTORY? 


MASOR? 


\ 
A WORD. 
all 


WHY? YOU 


HAVE NO. 


AUTHORITS 
DO THAT 


TACTICAL DECIS 
INTERVENTION SAVED US. 
FROM HAVING ANOTHER 

ITAL MANHATTAN, 


\SION 
THAT 


THAT. AND THA’ 
A RISK T DON'T 
WANT Te 
TAK 


ITS A RISK WV 
TO TAKE. W 
THE CAPACITY TO HOLD 
THEM ALL AGAINST THEIZ 
iE ABILITY TO CAP” 
ANYWAY. WE 
DON'T EVEN KNOW HOW MANY UP WITH T1 
NEW AUT« HAVE ARRIVED TECHNOLOGIC 
AS REFUGEES SINCE THEIR 
WAR ENDED. BUT IT'S 
ALOT. 


ARE TOTALLY SECURE. THEY 
CAN ONLY SEE WHAT WE 
WANT THEM TO SEE. 
By ENTERING THIS IS A VEI 
INTO AN ALLIANCE DANGEROUS GAME 
WITH THEM, WE'LL YOU'RE PLAYING. IF 
HAVE ACCESS TO ALL ALLENBY IN PARTICULAR, 
THEIR. TECHNOLOGY. 
WHICH IS. 
SIGNIFICANT. 


IN RETURN, WE 

STOP HUNTING. 
OTS, ALLOW 
OME IN ¢ 


AND THEY'LL 


THINK HAPPENS TO 
2 HAI ry ALLIANC! 


OF THAT. 


THEN WE 
WON'T TELL 


BY WILL 
N THAT. 


My FATHER IS HEADING 
BACK TO D.C. NOW TO 
PRESENT HIS REPORT THAT 
WE ARE NOW IN A MUTUALLY 
BENEFICIAL ALLIANCE WITH THE 
AUTOBOTS. HE WILL EXPLAIN TO 
THEM HOW THAT IS MILITARILY 
ADVANTAGEOUS TO US IF 
THESE THINGS ARE HERE 
TO STAY. 

WHICH IT. 
1S, BECAUSE 
THEY ARE. 


‘SIR, I SOINE 
(TARY BECAUSE 


BEEN AN OFFICER 
LONG ENOUGH TO 
KNOW THAT BEING IN 
THE MILITARY IS 
SYNONYMOUS WITH 
BEING IN A DIFFICULT 
POSITION. 


THAT'S WHY 
NEED GOOD, 
HONEST, CAPABLE. 
PEOPLE LIKE YOU. 1 
DON'T WANT TO LOSE 
YOU FROM THIS TEAM. 
WE'RE THE MOST. 
IMPORTANT UNIT IN 
THE WORLD RIGHT 


IB HESEMONY THEOUGH TREACHERY, PRIME SN 
DOES NOT UNDERSTAND THIS. ‘ 


i 
‘ 
} 
E 
2 
# 


| 
AND, ULTIMATELY, THAT'S F 
WHY WE WILL WIN. 


WHERE THERE IS LIFE, THERE IS | 
IGER. HUNGER FOR SAFETY. 


TO BELIEVE THAT CAN 
SOMEHOW "CHANGE"... 
IT'S PATHETIC. 


THESE APPETITES CANNOT BE CODDLED 
AWAY, AS PRIME WOULD DO. THEY MUST 
BE STARVED. THEY MUST BE WHIPPED. 
THEY MUST BE CONQUERED. 


IT IS IN THIS WAY HE 
SURRENDERS. EVERY 
DAY HE GIVES UP MORE 
GROUND. HE BELIEVES 
THIS PROMOTES PEACE. 


BUT HE WILL SEE THE ERROR OF 
THIS "NEW DIRECTION.” AND HE 
WILL KNOW WHAT IT REALLY 
MEANS TO BE A SLAVE. 


THIS IS WHY PRIME IS 
DESTINED TO LOSE. HE IS. 
NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO 
STAND AND MAINTAIN. HE 
SENSES A SITUATION 
SHIFTING AWAY FROM HIM, 
AND HE PREACHES. 
CONVERSION. 


BUT IT IS THE PEACE OF 
SUBIUGATION. AND 


BOOTS ON HIS NECK. 


NEXT: SPIKE'S REVENGE! 


Hello, darlin’. Nice to see ya. It’s been a long time. 


No, I'm not Conway Twitty, but I share the sentiment that the 
country-music artist must've felt while penning his signature 
song. (For the youngsters, Twitty’s the singer with a hair 
helmet that shows up on Family Guy from time to time.) 
Anyway, the song is about running into an old lover, and 
putting on a brave face while burying some regrets. 


| guess that makes these Robots in Disguise my old lovers. 
(Don't look at me like that. | know what you've been up to on 
the Internet.) And Andy Schmidt is their new boyfriend. (Yeah, 
this is getting kind of weird.) 


So, back to the point, I've been editing Transformers comics 
since joining IDW Publishing over two years ago, but this will 
be my last. Sure, |'m still wrapping up the Drift miniseries, but 
for now I’m bidding good-bye to Optimus, Bumblebee, 
Megatron, Starscream, and the rest of the old gang. 


My regrets are few. Could | have done some things better? Of 
course. Could | have done more? Sure. But what | take away 
from this adventure far outweighs the regrets. The friendships 
I've forged in the fires of Transformers fandom will never rust 
and scatter in the wind. Whether it's the fans or the creators 
or the fine folks at Hasbro that I've connected with, that stuff 
is forever. 


| could name names, but I'd surely leave out someone 
important like Aaron Archer or Michael Kelly at Hasbro. Or 
Simon Furman would get into a fight with Shane McCarthy 
because he was the first writer listed, leaving Chris Mowry to 
pick off the weakened victor. Don't get me started on how 
Guido Guidi, Alex Milne, and Nick Roche would have a three- 
way dance over who's my favorite artist. And if | forgot to 


In the Decepticomments for Issue #4, Mike Costa 
initiated a contest for an exclusive, signed retailer 
cover. Costa asked who could name the two BBC 
documentaries that Thundercracker watches in the 
issue. The winner is Jeffrey Sanders, who correctly 
answered Planet Earth: Great Plains and Civilisation: A 
Personal View—The Skin of Our Teeth, Thanks to 
everyone who wrote in! 


mention Chris Ryall or Ted Adams for giving me this gig in the 
first place, | suspect I'd be looking for my next job soon 
enough. Then there are the new guys (to me), like Mike Costa 
and Don Figueroa. So, yeah, best not to name names. 
Especially Martin Fisher. 


So long, Hot Rod and Ironhide. Sorry to leave you, Soundwave 
and Thundercracker. 


But if you should ever find it in your heart to forgive me, 
come back, darlin’, I'll be waitin’ for you. 


—Denton J. Tipton 
April 1, 2010 
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When the -evil- Decepticons seized control of Earth, they destroyed much of human civilization, 
Instrumental jn their plans was the giant robot Devastator, formed by six smaller robots called 
Constructicons ‘merging together to create the behemoth: Devastator crushed-the tunnels to 
New York City, trapping everyone on Manhattan and flooding the tunnels. The Decepticon siege 
‘eventually~ended- when human hero” Major~Spike- Witwicky~shot~and~nearly killed the 
Decepticon leader, He has since been tasked with hunting down all Transformers, Decepticon 
‘and Autobot alike: Devastator and his six Constructicon component parts are still at large. 
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VE IT 
FOR THE FIELD. 
SOMEONE |S GOING 
TO HAVE TO CLEAN THAT 
ALL THIS UP. SOMEONE 
IS YOu, 
CAMPOLONGO. 


HOW \ Z 


ARE THEY 
V7 'M STILL LEARNING THI: 
TODAYS: LEADER OF MEN” THIN 
= 


BRIEFING. 


HEY, MAYBE 
THEY'LL Like 
YOUR NEW 


STILL GETTING 
A HANDLE ON 
THAT “DUTY AND 
RESPONSIBILITY* 
ANGLE, TOO. 


SSS 


OF COURSE 
MASOR. THE 
QUESTION 
WE'RE HOPING 
YOU_HAVE AN 
ANSWER TO 
S. 


GENERAL, 
AS YOU KNOW, 


WAS ABLE TO... 
EFFECT AN 


I'M SORRY TO 
EPORT TO THE 
GENERAL THAT WE STILL 
DON'T HAVE ENOUGH 
INTELLIGENCE ON THAT 
MATTER. 


I HASTEN TO 
HOWEVER, THAT 
ULTIMATELY PRIME'S. 
ESCAPE CREATED AN 
UNFORESEEN ASSET FOR 
US, AND ALLOWED US TO 
CAPTURE FAR MORE, AND 
MUCH MORE DANGEROUS. 
CYBERTRONIANS. ONES 
THAT ACTIVELY TOOK 
PLACE IN THE INVASION 
AND OCCUPATION. 


L777 
YES. YOUR 


ON THE WISDOM 
REPORT ON OR EFFECTIVENESS 
THAT EVENT WAS. OF COLLABORATING WITH 
CYBERTRONIANS, THIS BODY 
REMAINS UNCONVINCED. AND 
THOUGH YOU STILL RETAIN THE 
AUTONOMY TO RUN YOUR 
OPERATION AS YOU SEE FIT, 
KNOW THAT We WILL BE 
WATCHING VERY 
CAREFULLY. 


ILD YOU GO 
INTO FURTHI 
PETAL 


F ANY OTHER. 
ON'T THINK UNFORTUNATE 
THAT'S NECESSARy, INCIDENTS AND 
GENERAL. THIS OFFICE YOU MIGHT FIND 
HAS BEEN BRIEFED ON YOuR POST UP 
THE MAJOR'S RATHER FOR REVIEW. 
SUDDEN CHANGE OF... 4 
POLICY... ON THESE . 
MACHINES. 


O, HOW BIG 
A PROBLEM 
IS ALLENBY 


READY FOR 
YOUR BRIEFING 
NOW, SiR? 


ters 
TRY AND GUESS 
WHERE SOME 
GIANT ROBOT IS. 
GOING TO GO 
BERSERI 


COMPARED TO. 

UEVING UP YOu 
CALLS WITH THE JOINT 
CHIEFS? THIS PART IS 

LIKE THE OFFICE 


NEXT. CHRISTMAS PARTY. 


SO, FIRST 
OFF, WE HAVE 
INTELLIGENCE COMING 
IN FROM MOSSAD THAT A 
FEW OF THE CYBERTRONIANS 
STRANDED IN ISRAEL AFTER 
THE EXODUS ARE MOST LIKELY 
STILL OUT IN THE ARABIAN 
ESERT SOMEWHERE. WE'RE 
TALKING ABOUT TWO OR 
THREE ACTORS, AT 
MOST. 


FIRST THING 
THOSE IDIOTS DID WAS. 
CRIPPLE ENERGY AND OiL 

PRODUCTI 
NOW A FEW O 
STRANDED FOR YEARS 
WITHOUT POWER. WE HAVEN'T 
HEARD FROM THEM YET, WE 
PROBABLY WON'T. SEND A. 
SALVAGE TEAM 
MONTHS. NE; 


WE HAVE A 
USPICIOUS VEHICLE 
CARAVAN MOVING 
DOWN THE COAST 
FROM THE PACIFIC 
NORTHWES" 


HIT THEM WITH 

HE FREQUENCIES, 
E IF ANYTHING 
TWITCHE: 


INALLY, WE'RE EMILY, I'M SORRY. ea 


GETTING A LOT OF WeiR BUT T HAVE TO CUT 
OMING FROM T THIS SHORT. I'M OFF-COM 
BEAN Bok ecHONIGHT. IE THE 
ITE IMAGING IS DECEPTICONS REGROUP 
eS6e0 UP BUT AND RETURN FOR 
D BE A LOT REVENGE... CALL 
OF THINGS. HENDERSON. 


HAVEN'T BEEN ON A STAKEOUT 
IN A LONG TIME. BUT WE HAVE 
SATELLITES IN ORBIT OVERHEAD. 
THAT'LL DETECT WHAT I'M GOING 
TO DO IF I DON'T WAIT. 


BEING THE BOSS IS THE ONE THING 
THAT MAKES ALL THE OFFICIAL 
STUFF BEARABLE. I CAN COME AND 
GO AS T PLEASE. DON'T HAVE TO. 
EXPLAIN MYSELF TO ANYONE. 


IN A LITTLE WHILE, TLL 
HAVE A TWO-HOUR WINDOW 
WHEN THEY CYCLE DOWN 
FOR RE-CALIBRATION. 


I'VE WAITED YEARS < 
FOR THIS. I CAN WAIT 
: ALITTLE MORE. 


YOU HAVE 
TO KNOW WHO 
TAM BY NOW. 
VOICE-RECOGNITION, 
LSE. 
OU KNOW I HAVE 
QUIPMENT THAT CAN 
FORCE YOU TO 


EMERGE FROM 
YOUR DISGUISE | 


BUT I'VE NEVER HAD 
SO_MUCH ON THE LINE 
BEFORE. THIS ISN'T 
SUST My LIFE HERE. 


TONIGH 
AS LOW-T 


aur 


I'M SCARED. 


GOES WRONG, THERE'LL BE 
NO WAY TO EXPLAIN iT AWAy. 
SKYWATCH WILL BE UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT. THE RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THE AUTOBOTS SCUTTLED 
BEFORE IT EVEN GETS STARTED. 


IT'S PROBABLY 
AND THAT'S TH 
SCARIEST PART OF AL: 


THAT HAS TO 
e STUPIDEST 


OR FOR 


you 
CONSTRUCTICONS, 
AREN'T VERY SMART 
ALL ON YOUR OWN, ARE 
YOU? NO TACTICAL 

UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR 
ENVIRONMENT, NO TIME 
TO EVEN REALLY A/M. 
YOU THINK YOULL GET 
By ON JUST BRUTE 
“STRENGTH. 


YOU KNOW 
WHY T DID THIS 
TONIGHT, NO- 

BACKUP? BECAUSE 
T WANTED TO 
SHOW YOU. 


E OUT OF 
IE WOULD 
R 


YOU DON'T 


STAND A CHANCE 
HERE. YOU NEVER DID. 


JRRENDER. 
SUPPRESSORS 
IN. 'LL GO 

WILLINGLY. 


SURRENDER? 
YOU HAVE NO 
IDEA Wey IM 
REALLY HEE 


TIM SIMMONS. THE BRAVEST 
SOLDIER I EVER KNEW. HE WAS ON 
MANHATTAN. BIGHT IN THE THICK 


THREE YEARS AGO. 
MAY 29. YOU REMEMBER 
THAT? DID YOU EVEN BOTHER 
TO LEARN THE HUMAN 


SO, I DECIDED. 
THEN I HAD TO 
TAKE YOU OFF THE 

ABD. NOT JUST 
FOR TIM, BUT FOR 
EVERYBODY. 


I HATE MACHINES. [i 
AND THE ONES THAT MAKE 


SREONGER. THe ONES THAT 

YOU FORGET YOUR HUMANITY, ff 

MAKE YOU MORE VULNERABLE. . AND MAKE YOU FEEL LIKE A 
MACHINE YOURSELF. 


ITS THE worsT fi 
PART OF THE JOB. 


iy 


(O BE CONTINUED. 
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3 3 After years of hiding on a war- 
= a torn Earth, the Autobots have 
+ 7 5 finally come to a 
g Fy % 
to me reement with the militar: 
° 
xs xo agency Skywatch. In exchange for | 
> é >= help in tracking down rogue. 
Os fe} 3 Decepticons, they're given asylum 
Os 0 8 in Skywatch's New Mexico base. 
| z 2 The two groups are slowly learn- ie 
8 4 ing to work together, but for the 
EI E last few months things have been 
& 
< relatively quiet... 
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THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
INCIDENT THAT WAS 
BREWING SEVERAL 
YEARS AGO WITH A 
POTENTIALLY NUCLEAR 
ARMED NORTH KOREA. OF 
COURSE, ALL INTRIGUES. 
WERE SCUTTLED WITH 
THE CYBERTRONIAN 
OCCUPATION. 


IN THE YEARS. 
SINCE, NORTH 
KOREA HAS BEEN 
CONSPICUOUSLY 
QUIET. 


IT IS KNOWN 
THAT KIM JONG DU 
HAS SUCCEEDED HIS 

FATHER AS LEADER OF 

THE ISOLATED NATION, 


THAT TRANSFER OF 
POWER TOOK PLACE, 


(S UNCERTAIN. ‘ 


THE SILENCE 
FROM THE NATION 
1S PRONOUNCED BUT 
NOT NECESSARILY, 
SUSPICIOUS. 
MANY COUNTRIES Sage 
HAVE STRUGGLED 
TO REBUILD IN THE WAKE 


SEVERAL CORNERS OF 

THE GLOBE ARE STILL 
WITHOUT POWER OR 
COMMUNICATIONS. 


THOUGH THE 
STATUS OF NORTH 
KOREA'S NUCLEAR 
PROGRAM IS UNKNOWN, 
SATELLITE ANALYSIS HAS 
UNCOVERED ACTIVITY PERHAPS 
EVEN MORE TROUBLING: 
INSTALLATIONS DESIGNED FOR 
THE PRODUCTION OF THE 
SUBSTANCE KNOWN AS 
“ENERGON.” 


STILL, 
ANALYSTS 
BELIEVE THERE IS 


ENERGON, A FORM OF PLASMA, 
ENERGY, IS DIFFICULT AND 
COSTLY TO PRODUCE, AND 
NOTORIOUSLY UNSTABLE 

AND PROBLEMATIC TO 


WHAT EXACTLY 
T IS THEY INTEND 
TO DO WITH THIS. 
SUBSTANCE, AND HOW 
THEY DEVELOPED THE 
TECHNOLOGY TO CREATE 
IT, COULD BE IMPORTANT 
QUESTIONS AS THE 
WORLD MOVES TOWARD 


FOR NOW, WE 
CAN ONLY WAIT 
FOR NORTH KOREA 
TO PROVIDE THE 
ANSWERS. 


HEUALUTLA LI 


Qi jTouAY™? 
KOREAN DEMLITARIZED) Zone 


MOOS 17) Pat 
RH (AY | 
YW 


My 


ae 


OUR WHOLE 
JOB! 


RECORDS 
INDICATE THEY 
HAVE SEVENTEEN 
SEPARATE. 
INSTALLATIONS ALL 
CLUSTERED AROUND 
KAES NG IN THE 


SOUTH. THERMAL 
IMAGING IS. 
OBSCURED THERE, 
BUT FROM WHAT WE 
CAN GLEAN, THEY 
CAN OUTPUT SEVEN 
THOUSAND CUBIC 
FEET OF ENERGON 
PER MONTH. 


THE NETWORK OF 
‘SPIES WE'VE BEEN ABLE 
TO RE-BUILD WITH THE 
FRAGMENTS OF THE CIA 
HAVE GIVEN US DEFINITIVE 
IDs ON ONE OTHER THAT 
DOESN'T SHOW UP ON THAT 
FOOTAGE THAT STREAMED 
FROM THE 38TH. SO... 
LIKE I SAID, FOUR 
CONFIRMED. 


COULDN'T HAVE 
PICKED A BETTER TIME, 
THOUGH. WITH YOUR NEW 
PALS DOWNSTAIRS... 


OUR OWN 
EXPERIMENTS WITH THE: 
SUBSTANCE HAS SHOWN 

THAT IT'S TOO UNSTABLE TO 

STORE FOR MORE THAN A FEW 

MONTHS, SO THAT BASICALLY 

BREAKS DOWN TO ENOUGH TO. 

BE CONSUMED By FIVE 
CYBERTRONIANS PER 


BUT... WHO. 
KNOWS? THESE 
THINGS COME FROM 
SPACE, BOSS. WE STILL. 


JUST GOING ON 
WHAT WE DO 
KNOW. 


WHAT CAN T 7 WE'VE GOT A 
DO FOR You, \ / ROGUE NATION 
‘SPIKE? | THAT'S USING 
DECEPTICONS AS 
MERCENARY MUSCLE. 
T’M GONNA NEED 
YOU TO... CONSULT 
. ON THIS. 


UST A 
CONSULTATION? 


WELL... | GOT 
GIANT ROBOTS 
STOMPING ON AMERICAN 
TROOPS IN SOUTH KOREA, 
AND I SUST HAPPEN TO 
HAVE SOME OTHER GIANT 
ROBOTS HANGING OUT 
IN My BASEMENT. 


SO... YEAH, I'M 
HOPING FOR A LITTLE 
MORE THAN A 
CONSULTATION. 


WE'VE POSITIVELY 
IDENTIFIED VORTEX, 
BRAWL, AND ONSLAUGHT. 


COMBATICONS. 


LOOK, TLL LEVEL WITH YOU 
THESE AREN'T OUR AVERAGE 
RANDOM, LOST CASSETTE 
THAT CAN BE TAKEN DOWN ULDN" 
By TWO ROOKIES IN THESE GUYS \ ADVISE. Ou TRY 
CRASH-SUITS. ARE MOTIVATED, A 
ORGANIZED, AND 
FULLY-CHARGED. I 
DON'T KNOW IF My , OPPO} 
TEAM CAN BRING q\} waianonl 
THEM DOWN 


I'VE PROMISED 
THAT I WON'T ALLOW 
OUR WAR TO BRING 
ANY OF YOUR PEOPLE 
TO HARM. UPSETTING 
THE POWER BALANCE OF 
YOUR NATIONS IS 
SOMETHING I HADN'T 

FORESEEN. 


Wow, I THOUGHT 

T WAS GOING TO HAVE 

TO “WINE AND DINE” 
YOU GUYS. 


COMBATICONS AREN'T 
MERCENARIES. THEY DON'T 
WORK FOR ANYONE BUT 
THEMSELVES. THEY'RE PLAYING 
AN END GAME OF THEI2 
OWN HERE. 


WHAT'S 
GOING ON, 
CAMPOLOGNO? 


WELCOME TO THE 
PLOY OF THE 


AS DISTRESSING 
AND UNBELIEVABLE 
AS IT SOUNDS, EARLY 
REPORTS CONFIRM 


MACHINES WERE 
INVOLVED IN THE 
ATTACK. 


THAT WE Wr Mon N | 
ENTERTAIN PANIC 
NOR DESPAIR. 


THOUGH THE 
WOUNDS OF THE 
OCCUPATION ARE STILL 
FRESH, THOSE DAYS ARE 
NOT UPON US AGAIN, NOR 
WILL THEY EVER BE. THEIR 
NUMBERS ARE TOO FEW, 
AND OUR PREPARATIONS, 
TOO GREAT. 


EMI 
UMITED STATES 
OF AMER/— Z | 4 G 1 
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/ ‘SIR, THE | 
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PRESIDENT IS. 
MAKING AN’ 
ADDRESS. YOU'RE 
GOING TO WANT 
TO SEE THIS! 


OF YOU WATCHING 
TONIGHT ARE AWARE, 
THERE HAS BEEN AN ACT 
OF AGGRESSION TOWARDS 
SOUTH KOREA FROM 
THE NORTH. AMERICAN 
FORCES WERE INVOLVED 
IN THE BATTLE, AND 
THERE HAVE BEEN 
CASUALTIES. 


HOWEVER, FOR 
THE REMAINING 
INVADERS ON EARTH, IT 
MUST BE KNOWN THAT 
THE PRICE OF THEIR 
INTERFERENCE IS 
STEEP. 


OH, NO. HE'S 


"\ (GOING To say tr 
. ISN'T H 


TO STOP HIM 
SOMEHOW. 


SIR... 
HE'S THE 
PRESIDENT 


MUST KNOW THAT 
COLLABORATION I 
UNACCEPTABLE. 


ANY COUNTRY 
OR ABETTI 


DESTRUCTION. AND THO 
NATIONS WILL BE DEALT 
WITH ACCO} 3 
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STORY SO FAR: | 
Decepticons left behind after Megatron fled Earth years ago have hired our their mighe a 
_war-machines to North Korea, rolling over the DMZ and destabilizing the balai | 
power in that region.A team of Skywatch agents and Autobots lead by Spike and Optim s | 
Prime has deployed to put a stop to the invasion... but there's one catch: The President of 
| the United States just gave a press conference decrying any nation of using Cybertronian _ 
soldiers as being guilty of using Weapons of Mass Destruction... | 
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THIS IS 
INCREDIBLY 
IRREGULAR. 


YEAH, SORRY 
ABOUT THE HOUR. 
HANES FOR SHOWING 
UP TO TURN ON THE 


IT'S NOT ABOUT THE 
HOUR. DO YOU HAVE ANY 
IDEA WHAT'S GOING ON JUST. 
TEN MILES FROM HERE? WHAT 
KIND OF SHIPPING COMPANY HAS 
ENOUGH INFLUENCE TO OPEN A. 
SHIPYARD TO UNLOAD A SINGLE 
‘SHIP DURING AN ALIEN 

~ ATTACK? 


I DON'T 
KNOW. ONE 
THAT DOESN'T 
PAY US ENOUGH, 
AMT RIGHT?! 


LOOK, THE * 
BIG THREE IN 
DETROIT ARE 


REALLY HURTING 
AFTER THE 
INVASION. 


WHEN IT. 

TURNS OUT THAT 
THE GIANT ROBOTS 
THAT DESTROYED THE 
EARTH HAD BEEN HIDING 
OUT HERE DISGUISED AS 
CARS, THAT'S GOING TO. 
HURT SALES, YOU 
KNOW? 


SO, AT THIS POINT, 
I'M GUESSING THOSE 
GUYS AREN'T GOING TO. 
LET ANYTHING SHORT OF 
THERMONUCLEAR WAR. 
STOP THESE CARS 
COMING TO 
MARKET. 


ER... LOOK, 
SOLDIER. DON'T 
ASK ME HOW 
ECONOMICS 
wore, T JUST 

work HERE. / 


THE 
MANIFEST 
SAYS SAN 


YEAH, 

BUT SEVEN 
CRATES? ALL 
THIS, FOR LESS. 
THAN TEN 
CARS? 


UH-HUH. 
SO WHERE ARE 
THESE MIRACLE 
CARS COMING: 

FROM? 


DETROIT. 
Like I 
SAID. 


WELL... YEAH. I 
MEAN, THEY CAME: 
FROM DETROIT, BUT 
We LOADED THEM 
IN SAN PEDRO. 


OF COURSE. I 
MEAN, OBVIOUSLY, 
DETROIT IS 
LAND-LOCKED. So... 
CLEARLY WE... 


HE WAS. 
ASKING TOO MANY 
QUESTIONS! COME 
ON, HE'S WEARING A 
LIFESACKET. HELL. 

BE FINE IN AN 

HOUR. 


YOU CAN'T \ 
__Y cHAT WITH THE 
=i/ Guy FOR THREE 
MINUTES WITHOUT 
LOSING IT AND 
CHOKING HIM 
‘OUT? 


you Guys | \ 
CREATED A BOGUS \_ 
MANIFEST AND THEN 
YOU DIDN'T LET ME 
SEE IT! WHAT SENSE 
DOES THAT 
MAKE? 


DETROIT ISN'T 
“LAND-LOCKED,” YOU 
DUNCE! WHERE DID 
YOU GROW UP? 


YOU GUYS CAN'T CONVINCE 
A KOREAN NATIONAL YOU'RE 
STEVEDORES FOR TEN MINUTES? 
HE'S PROBABLY NEVER EVEN 
SEEN A STEVEDORE. 


JUST HELP. 
ME GET THESE 
CRATES OPEN. 

THERE'S A 

WAR ON. 


WELL, THAT 
WAS THE WORST 
COVERT INSERTION 
OF ALL TIME. 


HEY, GIVE US A BREAK, 
SKIPPER. WE ONLY HAD TWENTY. 
HOURS TO IMPLEMENT THIS ENTIRE 
PLAN. OUR STORY WASN'T 
EXACTLY AIRTIGHT. 


YEAH, AND 
I HAD TO LEARN 
HOW TO OPERATE A 
CRANE IN THAT TIME. 
THEY USUALLY HAVE. 
FIFTEEN-MAN CREWS 
DOING THIS 
‘STUFF. 


WAS THERE A » | { No.1 dust 
PROBLEM? = é WORK WITH 
] = Dy; ; | IDIOTS. 


IS ONLY AS 
GOOD AS ITS 
LEADER. 


WHAT? I'VE BEEN 
GIVING THEM My DVDS. 
IT'S A CULTURAL, 
EXCHANGE! 
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KNOW WHY WE 
DIDN'T THINK OF 
THIS SOONER. 


PROBABLY 


SWINDLE BEING © 
BECAUSE SWINDLE = 
| gerren Rue GONE |S THE BEST. 


THING THAT EVER 
HAPPENED TO US! 
ALL HE EVER DID 
WAS BOSS US. 
AROUND. HIM. 
MEGATRON. 


AROUND. 


I TELL you, 
GUYS. WORKIN! 
Dm FOR YOURSELF 
IS WHERE 
IT'S AT. 


(HERE |S 


{ WHERE YOU HAVE 
BEEN) 


(UH... WE WERE 
JUST TAKING A, 
BREAK SINCE THE CITY 
IS, YOU KNOW, NOW. 
YOURS. WE THOUGHT 
WE'D EARNED 
SOME—) 


UH, NO, Siz! NO, N@ 
WE UNDERSTAND \\ 
PERFECTLY, siz. we ) % 
\ HATE BEING IDLE, AND. 
LOVE BEING OF 
SERVICE!) 


(WE MUST 
ALL CONTRIBUTE 
Q/OU SIT HERE - TO THE GREAT 
IDLE, ENJOYING DEMOCRATIC 
THE SPOILS OF PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC! 
ANOTHER'S. WHERE IS YOUR 
LABOR?) PATRIOTISM?! 


(EARNED? WHEN YOU (PERHAPS YOU 
WERE TAKEN IN AND MADE A HAVE HAD TOO MUCH 
PART OF QUR GLORIOUS STATE, ENERGON. MAYBE TO LIVE 
DID YOU TRULY BELIEVE THAT AS OUR COURAGEOUS 
PRIVILEGE WAS NOT WORTH PEOPLE, TO GO WITHOUT, 
MORE THAN A SINGLE TO SACRIFICE FOR YOUR 
NIGHT'S WORK?) COUNTRY, YOU WILL 
UNDERSTAND PRIDE 
AND HUMILITY.2, 


(oop. 
THE VESTIGES: 
OF THE GREAT 
OCCUPYING ARMY 
HAVE AMASSED 
OUTSIDE OF THE 
CITY. GO SHOW 
THEM THE ERROR 
OF THEIR 
WAYS.) 


FORMULATING 
A PLAN, OKAY? 
T Wie HAVE 
ONE. 


j ALL RIGHT, MEN. THIS IS. 
OH, MAN. IT. T KNOW A LOT OF YOU 
THEY LOOK ARE SCARED, BUT KEEP IN 
REALLY TICKED - 4 MIND HOW MUCH WE'VE 
OFF. LEARNED ABOUT THESE 
THINGS SINCE THE FIRST 
b DAY OF THE y 
INVASION. 


WE KNOW THEI 
WEAK POINTS, BUT 
WE'RE RUNNING: 


NOW, THESE ARE TOUGH 
ry, COSTUMERS. NOT EVERYONE IS 
GOING TO COME OUT OF THIS IN ONE 
PIECE. BUT DAMMIT, WE'RE HUMAN BEINGS. 
WE'RE NOT GOING TO HAVE MACHINES 
JUST MARCH IN HERE AND— 


WAS THAT 
A SPORTS 
CAR? 


Le) 


(im 


i | 


BROADSIDE. Fee 
FIRE. = 
4 


HOW DID YOU 
Guys LET BRAWL 
GET AWAY? 


THESE Guys: 
ABE INSULATED 
AGAINST OUR 
SUPPRESSORS. 

AND... HE TURNED. 
INTO A TANK. 


I SHUT DOWN HIS 
HIGHER FUNCTIONS TO 
WORK ON HIM, BUT HE 
WON'T BE ABLE TO GO. 
BACK OUT THERE FOR AT 
LEAST A WEEK. IF YOU CAN 

EVEN CONVINCE HIM 

AFTER THAT. 


THEN, WHAT ARE 
WE GOING TO DO? 
WE'RE STUCK ROLLING 
AROUND DOWN HERE ON 
THE GROUND. WITHOUT 
All SUPPORT, WE'VE 
GOT NO CHANCE. 


WE WE! 

OVERMATCHED. AFTER 
WE LOST OUR ELEMENT OF 
‘SURPRISE, WE DIDN'T HAVE 

MUCH OF A CHANCE. JETFIRE 
IS A RESEARCH SCIENTIST. 
HE'S NO MATCH FOR A 

HARDENED SOLDIER 
LIKE VORTEX. 


——3 
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DON'T woRRY 


ABOUT THAT. I'VE 

BEEN IN CONTACT 

WITH BUMBLEBEE. HE 
HAS A PLAN. 


YEAH, WHERE 
/6 BUMBLEBEE? 
WHY ISN'T HE OUT 
HERE TAKING HIS 

DENTS WITH US? 

ISN'T HE 
‘SUPPOSED TO BE 
THE LEADER 

NOW? 


I'M THE LEADER 
NOW. TIMES HAVE 
CHANGED, AND THINGS. 
AREN'T LIKE THEY 
WERE. 


T KNOW you 
RECOGNIZE IT, 
TOO. I KNOW YOU 
DON'T KNOW WHERE 
YOU BELONG 
ANYMORE. 


7) LONG AGO, I never We 
WOULD HAVE COME HERE. 
I_NEVER WOULD HAVE 
BELIEVED CHANGE IS 
POSSIBLE. IN FACT, I'VE 
GOT THIS ALLY NAMED 
DRIFT, AND... WELL, 
NEVERMIND. 


> 
SN /_ THE POINT Is, 
S IT KNOW CHANGE 


l~ 

IS POSSIBLE NOW, 

BECAUSE Z°VE 

CHANGED. 
= 


WE NEED your 
HELP, THERE'S A 
SITUATION GOING ON 
RIGHT NOW THAT 
THREATENS ALL OF 
US-AUTOBOT AWD 

KY DECEPTICON. 


WE'RE DEALING WITH 
“BOTS WHO SUST DON'T 
WANT TO CHANGE. I DON'T 
THINK THAT'S YOU. I THINK J] 
KYOU ALREADY HAVE 

CHANGED. 
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STORY SO FAR: 

By orders of a dictator, Combaticon mercenaries have attacked South Korea, creating an 
international incident that could quickly spiral into all-out war. After the President of the 
United States condemns any. nation using Cybertronian soldiers, Skywatch finds they cannot 
use their Autobot allies openly. Operating completely in stealth while in their weaker 
vehicle forms, Optimus Prime and the Autobots confront the Combaticons and are forced 
into a humiliating retreat. Now the Autobots have few options and must await news from 
Bumblebee, who is attempting to recruit one more 'bot to their mission... 
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“HAWK ly THE ve 


a7 I KNOW. AND I'M 
NOT GOING TO GIVE 
IT TO YOU. I'M SUST 
TELLING YOU I DON'T 

WANT TO FIGHT SO IT 
DOESN'T TURN INTO 
A WHOLE THING. 


WHY WOULD 
YOU SAY THAT? 
I SUST TOLD you 
T NEED YOUR 
HELP. 


A "WHOLE 
THING"? EXACTLY 


HOW MUCH TV HAVE 
YOU BEEN 


WATCHING? FS 
SS 


ALOT. SOT 
SUST WANT TO BE 
LEFT ALONE AND I'LL 
KEEP WATCHING AND 
NOT BOTHER 
ANYBODY. 


WHy DID YOU 


A 


\ ] 
7 WE'RE 
GETTING 


LL I THINK YOU SAT 
DOWN AND THOUGHT 


REALIZED yOu 
WOULDN'T BE ABLE 
TO STAND IT. 


“A YOU KNOW 
WHAT I THINK YOU 
f\ NEED? I THINK YOU 
NEED FRIENDS. 
4 


Be gas 


YOU CAN'T 
BE HAPPY 
DOING THIS. 
ALL DAY. 


PRESUME TO TELL 
ME HOW I FEEL. 
YOU'LL DISCOVER My 
TRUE EMOTIONS AT 


YOU WERE A 

SEEKER. yOU ~- 
WERE PART OF AN 
ELITE GUARD. ONE 

OF THE BEST 

SOLDIERS ON 

EITHER SIDE. 


AND LISTEN, 

I RESPECT YOUR 
DECISION TO 
STOP FIGHTING. 
I TRULY DO, I 
ADMIRE IT. 


BUT THIS v 
MOPING, EMO-BOT 
TRANSITION PERIOD 
1S OVER NOW. 


YOU'RE A WARRIOR. 4 ALL I'M SAYING 
A WARRIOR DOWN TO IS—SOME DOGS. 
YOUR CIRCUITS. AND I'M CAN'T STAY ON 
NOT TRYING TO TELL YOU Z THE PORCH. 
THAT YOU CAN'T CHANGE. y 
BECAUSE, PRIMUS KNOWS, 
We ALL HAVE TO 
DO THAT. 


YOU MUST VE 
HAVE BEEN ]i] 
Goo. Ji 


7A \ \wN 
\ 


\ 
Ae 


EXCEPT YOU 
WEREN'T INVITED 
ALONG EITHER. YOU'RE 
SITTING ON YOUR CAN 
RIGHT HERE ALONG 


RIGHT. BECAUSE, am ; 
OBVIOUSLY, I'M MORE STOP IT, BOTH OF 
NEEDED HERE. YOU, ON YOU. AREN'T YOU LIKE 
THE OTHER HAND, ARE SEVEN MILLION YEARS OLD 
SUST UNPLEASANT TO OR SOMETHING? I SWEAR, 
BE AROUND. ALL OF YOU GUYS ACT 
LIKE BABIES. 


LISTEN, HUMAN. I’M 
HERE BECAUSE IT'S WHAT 
OPTIMUS WANTS TO DO, 

AND IT'S WHAT BUMBLEBEE 
WANTS TO DO, BUT IT'S WOT 
WHAT I WANT TO DO, SO 
REMEMBER THAT. 


BECAUSE, EVEN BRAWN, I 
THOUGH NOBODY TALKS. CAN'T DEAL WITH 
ABOUT IT AND EVERYBODY'S. A TANTRUM RIGHT 
PRETENDING WE'RE FRIENDS NOW. BUMBLEBEE 
\ NOW, I HAVEN'T FORGOTTEN JUST CALLED IN AND 
THAT ONE OF YOU KILLED 4 T HAVE TO OVERSEE 
IRONHIDE. COMMUNICATIONS. 
IN FACT, AS FOR A NEW 
FAR AS I KNOW, MEMBER OF 
IT WAS YOu THE TEAM. 
THAT DID IT. ~ 


YOU SEE 
WHAT T MEAN? 
THE Guy IS SO 
UNPLEASANT. 


OH, OF COURS! 

ANOTHER THIN’ 
WE'RE WORKING WITH 

DECEPTICONS 


Now. BUT, YEAH, 


SORRY, YOU DON'T 
HAVE TIME FOR My 
TANTRUM" RIGHT NOW. 
I'M JUST THE GUY 
THAT DIDN'T GET 
ASKED TO GO ON 


A MISSION. 


T'VE ALREADY 
UPLOADED 


HE JUST SEEMS. 
SO VOLATILE 


HE'S JUST 
HONKED OFF 
ABOUT BEING. 

BENCHED. DON'T 

jORRY ABOUT IT. 
1 YOU HA\ 

THAT SATELLITE 

DECLINATION 
DATA? 


SANDRA, 
TRUST ME. THESE 
GUYS CAN GET IN 

AND OUT OF THERE 

WITH ABSOLUTELY NO 

DETECTION. NOBODY 

WILL HAVE ANY IDEA 

WE WERE EVEN 


IT'S NOT THE 
RISK OF BEING 
CAUGHT THAT WORRIES 
ME. IT'S THE LEGAL LINES 
WE'RE CROSSING. AT THIS 
POINT, WE'RE DIRECTLY 
ENGAGING IN 
OBFUSCATION. 


Y I NEVER 
GOT THAT LAW DEGREE. BUT 
| / I'VE BEEN A SOLDIER FOR TWELVE 
YEARS AND I CAN TELL YOU THAT 
WORRYING ABOUT “OBFUSCATION” 
1S A LUXURY RIGHT NOW. WE'VE 
GOT MEN IN THE FIELD WHO ARE 
FIGHTING WELL-ABMED 
HOSTILES WITH THEIR 
ARMS TIED. = 
WE'VE GOTTA 
SET THOSE 
GUYS LOOSE OR 
THEY'RE DEAD. 


DID YOU SEE 
ME TAKE OUT 
THAT RIDICULOUS 
AUTOBOT SCIENTIST? 
WHAT WERE THEY EVEN 
THINKING SENDING 
SOMEONE LIKE 
THAT UP INTO 
THE AIR? 


THE AUTOBOTS 
CLEARLY HAVE LOOSE WX BEAT ‘EM BUT 
WIRING. THEY DIDN'T EVEN Goop! 
CHANGE OUT OF THEI 
VEHICLE FORMS. THAT'S: 
SUST SUICIDE! 


I WISH THOSE 
AUTOBOTS WERE 
HERE RIGHT NOW. 
TD SCRAP ‘EM ALL 
‘SINGLE-HANDED! 4 


DRINK UP, 
BOYS! WE 
EARNED IT! 
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STORY SO FAR: ‘s 
aa 


After an unsuccessful attack on the Combaticons, Bumblebee is tasked with recruiting a 
valuable but unlikely ally: Thundercracker. Since the President of the United States has 
spoken out against any. nation-using Cybertronian soldiers, Skywatch engages in full-scale 
deception, using Cosmos to redirect satellite information in order to allow the Autobots 
to fight in the open. Confronting the Combaticons once more, this time with the aid of 
Thundercracker, it seems like this international incident might be coming to an end... until 
the’ arrival of the Predacons further raises the stakes. 
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THINK ABOUT WHAT 
YOU'RE DOING. 


HAD TO RE-ROUTE 
OUR SATELLITES, 
TOO. 


BUMBLEBEE... WE 
HAVE A SERIOUS 
SITUATION HERE, 


SS 


NORTH KOREA 
ISN'T THE ONLY NATION 
TTEN INTO THE 


IF YOU ARE TRULY 
WILLING TO SET ASIDE 
OLD GRUDGES, THERE IS 
NO REASON TO HIRE 
YOURSELVES OUT AS 
MERCENARIES. 


WE ARE CURRENTLY 
INVOLVED IN A 
MUTUALLY-BENEFICIAL 
EXCHANGE WITH HUMANS IN 
AMERICA. YOU MAY JOIN US 
THERE AS FRIENDS WHERE WE 
ASSIST IN BRINGING HUMAN 
SOCIETIES TOGETHER, 
RATHER THAN EXPLOITING 
THEIR DIVISIONS. 


PRIME IS TRYING 
TO BE DIPLOMATIC HERE, 
BUT IF THINGS BREAK DOWN, 
WE ARE IN A LOT OF TROUBLE. 


WE'RE BADLY OUTNUMBERED 
HERE. I NEED TO GO OVER 
TACTICAL OPTIONS 
WITH YOU. 


YOU JUDGE US, OPTIMUS 
PRIME? WE RESPECT THE 
STRENGTH AND PATIENCE OF THE 
CHINESE REPUBLIC. HOW DARE YOU 
INSULT OUR DEDICATION TO IT WHILE 
ENGAGING IN A SKIRMISH ON HER 
BORDERS, ACTING AS A CAT'S 
PAW OF YOUR “ENLIGHTENED” 
AMERICA? 


UM. YEAH, PROWL, LOOK 
I APPRECIATE YOU RESPECTING 
THE CHAIN OF COMMAND... BUT 
YOU REALLY DON'T NEED My 
PERMISSION FOR THAT. THAT'S. 
SORT OF YOUR “THING.” 


is 


THUNDERCRACKER 
THERE? 


N HE IS, BUT I'M 
NOT SURE HOW MUCH 
I TRUST HIM YET. RIGHT NOW, 


SCENARIOS AS TO HOW THIS WHATEVER 
COULD PLAY OUT. ONLY FIVE OF YOU SAID TO 
THEM INVOLVE CASUALTIES, BUT A HIM, LHOPE IT 

TO MINIMIZE THAT, WE'LL WAS ENOUGH. 
NEED HIM. 


SINCE YOU HAVE 
NOT CROSSED OUR 


FOR YOUR SAKE, 

I TRULY HOPE WE DO 
NOT MEET AGAIN. ANY 
LIMB ANOTHER NATION 

EXTENDS TOWARD OURS IN 


AGGRESSION SHALL BE 
REMOVED. YOU ARE SO 
WARNED. 


THE SOURCE. CAN 
YOU DO IT? 


MIGHTY 


“SUSPICIOUS. 


BUMBLE: TM CREATING TWO 
iM DOING UP eee TN CTS 
VIDEO-FEEDS BENDEZING IN 
REAL TINE WHILE COUNTERFENING 
A FORTY-FIVE CHARACTER DIGITAL 
WATER MARK. TWO DIGITAL 
WATER MARKS. PLUS— 


THEN CUTTING 
IT DOWN TO ONE 
WILL BE WAY EASIER, 
MEA, RIGHT? OKAY, THIRTY 


SANDRA, 
ARE YOU iN 
POSITION? 


WELL, WE'LL 
PRAY FOR A 
NEAR-SIGHTED 
ANALYST. OPEN 
THE SOCKET. 


UH... THAT 
LOOKS REALLY 
BAD. 


I'M READY, 
SIR, BUT THIS IS AN 
EXCEPTIONALLY RISKY 
MOVE. IF ANYBODY AT THE 
NGA SHOULD EVEN GLANCE 
TOO LONG AT THIS SIGNAL, IT 
W\ WiLL LOOK LIKE ONE OF THOSE 
LIGHTBULB RIMMED ARROWS. 
. POINTING RIGHT AT 
THIS BASE. 


MH 


D = ~~ A 
7 NI \ , 
N\ ENTRNPUON, sn \ 
\\ a OFF . 


n\ A =~ 


THAT'S A 
HUMAN THING, 
RIGHT? NIGHTMARE? 
LIKE, YOU'RE WATCHING 
THIS THING HAPPEN, 
BUT YOU JUST CAN'T 
DO ANYTHING 
os iT. 


Cc ARE DOING 
SOMETHING ABOUT PA & 
IT, SILVERSTREAK... 
THIS IS 2 


HORRIFYING. 


abn 4 


THIS IS THE 
AGITATION SIGNAL WE USE 
WHEN WE THINK WE HAVE A 
DISGUISED CYBERTRONIAN. THE 
RANGE IS ONLY GOOD IN THE 
CONTINENTAL US., BUT I 
THINK WE CAN BOOST 

IT FoR— 

= 


IF YOU'D 
SUST SHUT UP 
AND LET US. 
CONCENTRATE. 


YOU REALLY 
NEED TO SEE 
THIS. 


WE REMIND 
VIEWERS THAT 
THIS FOOTAGE IS 
LIVE AND THE STORY IS 
ONGOING, BUT THE 
WHITE HOUSE HAS DENIED 
THAT THE SieyYWATCH 
AGENTS ARE WORKING 
WITH THE ALIENS, AS. 
SOME SUGGESTED. WE GO 
NOW TO THE WHITE 
HOUSE'S OFFICIAL 
‘STATEMENT. 


THIS DRAMATIC, 
REAL-TIME FOOTAGE 
SHOWS A CATACLYSMIC BATTLE 
BETWEEN CYBERTRONIANS, AND 
WHAT APPEARS TO BE AMERICAN 
‘SKYWATCH FORCES ON THE 
NORTH KOREAN/CHINESE 
BORDER, 


SWIPECARD DATA, 
SHOWS SHE LEFT. 


MINUTES AGO. 


THE COMPOUND TEN a 


ZA 


SY News out oF y | 
RUSSIA... 


--WE HAVE 
BIGGER THINGS TO 
WORRY ABOUT RIGHT 


<THE RUSSIAN 
PRIME MINISTER HAS 
DECLARED A STATE OF 
EMERGENCY FOR HIS 
COUNTRY AND HAS LAUNCHED 
A NUCLEAR STRIKE ON THE 
AREA IN WHICH THE BATTLE 
IS TAKING PLACE, 


JUST TO REPEAT: RUSSIA 
HAS ANNOUNCED A NUCLEAR 
STRIKE ON THE CYBERTRONIANS, 
CITING PRESIDENT BROWNE'S OWN 
POLICY OF WMD CLASSIFICATION 
AND PRE-EMPTIVE ACTION. 


AS A NATION STILL 
SUFFERING THE TRAUMAS OF 
THE OCCUPATION, WE CONSIDER IT 
WELL WITHIN OUR RIGHTS TO END 
ANY POTENTIAL EXTRATERRESTRIAL 
THREAT IMMEDIATELY AND 
WITHOUT HESITATION. 


THE CHINESE AND 
NORTH KOREAN 
GOVERNMENTS HAVE MUCH 
TO ANSWER FOR, AND WE 
TRULY HOPE THAT OUR GREAT 
ALLIANCE WITH AMERICA REMAINS 
UNBROKEN, AND SINCERELY 
BELIEVE THEY HAD NO PART IN 
THIS AFFAIR, THOUGH A FULL 
INVESTIGATION WILL BE 
CONDUCTED, AND FURTHER 
PUNITIVE ACTION MIGHT 
BE NECESSARy— 


YY 


Or 


cosmos oN 
TED IT INTO 
icc 'S 


No. 
RE-DIREC 
ARCTIC 


~~ 


NORTH KOREA IS NO 
LONGER ABLE TO EMPLOY 
ANY MORE DECEPTICON 
SERVICES. AND ONCE THE 
PREDACONS REALIZE CHINA ISN'T 
EITHER, THEIR LOYALTY WILL 
IMMEDIATELY DISSOLVE. 


RADIO HOME 
AND EXPLAIN THE 
SITUATION, SPIKE. WITH 


THESE TWO NATIONS 
EFFECTIVELY DISARMED AND 
NO HARM COME OF THE 
BOMBING, I'M HOPING THAT Jil 
ANY MORE VIOLENCE 
CAN BE AVERTED. 


WHAT HAPPENS 
To us? 


NOT MUCH THREAT. 4 
LI 
» Vere 


WE WAIT. WE 


HANDS OF THE 


WAIT AND SEE WHAT 
HAPPENS. IT'S IN THE 


OnE WEEK LATER. 


PENNINGTON, 
PLEASE. I KNOW IT'S 
BEEN A WEEK, BUT YOU 
CAN'T FIND US’ ANYTHING 
BETTER THAN THIS THING? 
IT HAS NO DEFENSES. 
WHATSOEVER! 


T'’M SORRY IT'S TAKEN SO LONG, BUT 
IT'S BEEN IMPOSSIBLE TO MOVE YOU. THE 
EYES OF THE WORLD HAVE BEEN BURNING 
INTO SOUTH KOREA SINCE YOU RE-DIRECTED 
THE NUKE. WE'VE HAD A MOB OF PROTESTERS 
OUTSIDE SINCE THE DAY IT HAPPENED. 


THE PRESIDENT HAS 
MADE THREE OFFICIAL 
STATEMENTS, AND STILL HASN'T 
MENTIONED US OR WHAT YOU GUYS 
WERE DOING IN KOREA. THEY 


HAVE NO IDEA HOW TO 
‘SPIN IT. 


LISTEN, I KNOW IT'S 
OLD AND, HONESTLY IT WAS. 
ABOUT TO BE DECOMMISSIONED, 
BUT IT'S THE ONLY THING T HAVE 
IN THE AREA, AND WITH ALL THE. 
HEAT COMING DOWN, I CAN'T GET 
YOU ANYTHING ELSE THAT 
WOULDN'T RAISE FLAGS. 


T AM GOING 
TO HAVE SO MUCH 
PAPERWORK TO FILL 
OUT WHEN I GET 
BACK. 


WE CAN'T DO. 
THIS ANYMORE, 
PENNINGTON. 


I'M SORRY, 
BUMBLEBEE. IT's A 
GIGANTIC MESS, BUT ONCE 
SPIKE GETS BACK WE'LL BE 
ABLE TO START SORTING. 

THINGS OUT. 


OH, I'VE BEEN 
SAVING IT FOR YOU. 
TRAVEL SAFE. 


NO. WE'VE SPENT 
SO LONG JUST BEING 
REACTIVE TO EVENTS... WE HAVE 
TO FINALLY TAKE CONTROL OF 
THIS THING. START ACTUALLY DOING 
SOMETHING INSTEAD OF JUST 
WAITING FOR SOMETHING 
TO HAPPEN. 


TM THE 
LEADER NOw. IT'S 
TIME TO SHOW SOME 
LEADERSHIP. 


L I UNDERSTAND. 
YOU'RE AFRAID. OF 


AND I'M NOT GOING 
TO LIE TO YOU: THOSE 
OF OUR KIND THAT SET 
OUT TO HARM YOU, THAT 
TRIED TO DESTROY YOUR 
PLANET, SOME OF THEM 

ARE STILL HERE. 


YOU SEE, MOST OF 
THE BEINGS WHO 
WANTED TO HURT YOU 
ARE GONE. YOU ALL SAW 
THEM LEAVE YEARS AGO. 
AND THE FEW THAT ARE 
LEFT ARE SCARED. 


YOU KNOW—AS, 

Z KNOW—WHEN 
PEOPLE ARE SCARED, 
THAT'S WHEN THEY'RE 
DANGEROUS. THAT'S 
WHEN THEY LASH OUT, 

TRY TO DESTROY, 


COURSE YOU WOULD BE. 
U SUFFERED HORRIBLY, JUST 


yo 
HORRIBLY, UNDER OTHER 
BEINGS THAT LOOKED 
JUST LIKE US. 


BELIEVE IT 
OR NOT, I KNOW 
WHAT IT'S LIKE TO 
FEEL SMALL. TO FEEL 
TOTALLY POWERLESS IN 
THE FACE OF GREAT 
DANGER. 


WHICH IS WHY WE, 
ME AND My FRIENDS, 
HAVE BEEN WORKING WITH 
YOUR GOVERNMENT. TO 
MAKE SURE THAT CAN'T 
HAPPEN AGAIN. AND 
IT WONT. 


SOME OF MY 
FRIENDS... I DON'T 
KNOW HOW THEY DO 
IT. BUT I KNOW 
How I bo IT. 


T AM INSPIRED By 
YOU. BY ALL OF YOU 
PEOPLE ON THIS PLANET. 
BY HOW YOU HAD SO MUCH 
TAKEN AWAY, AND YET DIDN'T 
GIVE UP. AND HAVE REBUILT 
THIS WORLD EVEN BETTER 
THAN IT WAS BEFORE. 


THE ONLY CURE 
FOR THAT IS COURAGE. 
AND COURAGE |S SORELY 
LACKING IN ANY BEING WHO. 
SETS OUT TO HARM ANOTHER 
AS A GOAL. THAT'S WHAT THE 
DECEPTICONS CAME HERE TO 
DO, AND THAT IS WHY YOUR 
WORLD SUFFERED. 


My FRIENDS AND I— 
WE ARE AUTOBOTS. 

AND EVERY DAY WE TRY TO 
FIND COURAGE IN OURSELVES. 
COURAGE TO GO ON LIVING ON A 
PLANET THAT IS NOT OUR OWN, 
AND TO FIND WAYS TO. 
COMMUNICATE WITH YOU, THE 
PEOPLE WHO LIVE HERE. 


20 


THAT, 
Races BUT THAT'S WHY MAYBE MORE THAN \ 
INEED TO ASK YOU / ANYTHING, IS SOMETHING \ 
TO HAVE COURAGE AS / ve LEApNeD THese past V ., 
TRUST FEW YEARS. THAT WAR IS PeAe 
HARD, AND IT IS HORRIBLE.  WOnD 40 PEAVENT THOSE 
REASON TO TRUST. BECAUSE [| BUT PEACE... PEACE 
\ "IF YOU DONT... THEN THIS |S WHAT TAKES TRUE 
COURAGE TO 
MAINTAIN. 


‘SO WHAT T'M SAYING 
IS... WILL YOU BE BRAVE, 
TOO? LONG ENOUGH FOR 
US TO PROVE TO YOU THAT 
OUR INTENTIONS ARE 


a) 
ri) | 


DEAT: 
Allg 


I'M NOT SAYING 
IT WILL BE EASy... 


EM HAVE THAT KIND OF 
‘COURAGE. 


2 


aye 


Z 
, 


om. = 
Ve 


om, 
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Betrayed by a Decepticon he foolishly trusted to help the Autobots leave Earth after the 
abdication of Optimus Prime, Rodimus stole one of the few spaceworthy ships on the planet 
and fled. The Autobots, watching him go, assumed he was leaving in cowardice and shame. 


Meanwhile, the Decepticons find themselves in similarly dire straits: Megatron lies in stasis 
lock on a desolate asteroid base, Starscream has become transfixed on the stolen Autobot 
matrix, and Razorclaw begins running the outpost by Survival of the Fittest... 
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My ACTIONS SPEAK 
LOUDER THAN WORDS. 


TALKING IS WHAT GOT ME INTO THIS 
MESS. I TRIED TO CONVINCE OTHERS 
WITH REASON, AND LOOK WHERE IT 
GOT ME. I GOT SWINDLED MYSELF. 


BOLD MOVES: 
HERE ON O1 


— LUCKILY, THE SHIP 
1) T'VE COMMANDEERED AND HE ALSO HAS AN 
USED TO BELONG TO ‘Yy ‘ARMORY OF WEAPONS 
ULTRA MAGNUS. IN A SAFE MADE OUT 
I Z OF METER-THICK 5 
OSMIUM ALLOY THAT 
(ies el diese NN NOTHING SHORT OF 
16 Eau OMEGA SUPREME 
TRACKING EQUIPMENT. CLS eleaul 


OR IT COULD JUST BE HE NEVER 
FIGURED ANYONE WOULD BE CRAZY 
ENOUGH TO BOOST HIS SHIP AND. 
MAKE A SINGLE-HANDED HEADLONG 
ASSAULT ON A DECEPTICON BASE. 


HE DIDN'T KNOW [IB 
ME VERY WELL. 


GOOD THING HE 
LEFT IT OPEN. 


LUCKY AGAIN. 


WELL, 


¥ J 
| oy 
ARE THE 
| y\. ma DEFENSES 
\) ARMED? THE Sky. 
\] Py) 
7 | an 
| 


i - 


{ 


4 
~ 
y 


©, 


b —— 


VERY SPECIFIC 
INSTRUCTIONS 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING? 
ARE YOU 
INSANE?! 


A \ \ THERE V7 
WERE 
a ee 
HG |] Gey <q 
a 4 Q 
Baae_ 


RS 


1 Ze 
\ 


yo 
é . 


a L 
‘STAY BACK! 
STAY B— - 


zz 


wavy) 


Vo 


5 
5 
9) 
IS EVERYTHING ) 
ALL RIGHT, LORD t) 
MEGATRON? 0) 
S- 


NOW THAT 
STARSCREAM 

HAS LOST His 
AU 


BAUBLE, I WANT |p 
YOU TO ASSEMBLE | 70 
EVERYONE IN THE Jog | 
MAIN ROOM. A -] I 


I WOULD LIKE 
TO ADDRESS My 
FOLLOWERS. 


WE HAVE 
WORK TO 


4 


Screens 
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When rogue Combaticons attack South Korea in the name of a ruthless dictator, Skywatch and the Autobots 
quickly assemble a team to resolve the situation. Only one problem: the President of the United States has 
condemned any nation that allies itself with Cybertronians. Keeping the operation under wraps, the Autobots 
confront the Combaticons, only to have the Predacons intervene. As the melee plays out, Skywatch's cover 
is blown and the whole situation escalates dangerously. Although the Autobots succeed in taking down the 
threats, Bumblebee feels the need to communicate with the people of America and let them know where 
Autobot loyalties lie. The event is cut short by a crazed gunman that shoots Bumblebee down... 
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DADDy, 
LOOK! you 
CAN REALLY 


JOE GLADK! WAS 
WORRYING ABOUT 
OUTER SPACE. 


a 
BECAUSE IF A MAN 
WHEN THERE WAS A CAN'T PROTECT HIS 
HOME INVASION DOWN « FAMILY, WHAT GOOD 
THE STREET, JOE IS HE AS A MAN? 
INSTALLED A BURGLAR = + 


ALARM AND SET UP. = % 
NEW PERIMETER LIGHTS. 4 


HOW DO YOU 
PROTECT FROM 
THIS KIND OF 
AN INVASION? 


HOPELESSNESS IS A 
SICKNESS. AND PEOPLE WILL EVEN SOMETHING 
DO MOST ANYTHING TO FIND ILLEGAL AND 
THE CURE. BORDERLINE INSANE. 


LIKE ORDERING AN 
EXOTIC, UNTESTED, 
POSSIBLY 
EXTRATERRESTRIAL 
PIECE OF EQUIPMENT. 


LIKE HIDING IT 
FROM HIS FAMILY. 
— 


LIKE NOT SAYING | 


ANYTHING WHEN THE 
RADIO STARTS 
TALKING TO HIM. 


LISTENING 
TO 


7 bee a 


A be 
= 


MBA we NEED more Fal YS 


PEOPLE OUT ~ 


> Is 
Y THIS THE 
VEHICLE'S 
TOP 
SPEED? 


you 
GOTTA RELAX, 


PRIME. WE'RE ¥ 
GETTING THERE AS 


3 6 FAST AS WE CAN, 
AND WORRY WON'T 
<4 GET US THERE 


CITIZENS GETTING 
THEIR HANDS ON 
ORDINANCE LIKE 


LET'S 
NOT JUMP TO 
CONCLUSIONS. THE 
SO CONFUSED. THE 
WEAPON WAS RECOVERED, 
THEN IT WAS LOST... WE'RE 


Ow 
WHO HAD WHAT UNTIL 
THEY GET THE 


SITUATION UNDER 
CONTROL. 


WELL I THOUGHT 
YOU GUYS WERE THE 
ONLY PEOPLE WITH 
WEAPONS LIKE THAT. 
YOU'RE SPREADING IT 


UND 
Now?! 


YEAH? 

WELL YOU 
DIDN'T WANT 
ANYONE TO KNOW 
ABOUT THIS MISSION 
EITHER, AND LOOK 
WHAT HAPPENED. I'M 
THINKING YOU'VE 
GOT TO GET YOUR 
HOUSE IN ORDER, 
MAN! 


OF 
COURSE NOT! WE 
DON’T WANT NORMAL 
PEOPLE WITH THOSE 
WEAPONS ANY MORE 
THAN YOU DO. 


THAT a 
SAID, CLEARLY 
THERE ARE SOME 
GE 


LAR E IC 
PROBLEMS THAT WILL 
NEED TO BE 
ADDRESSED. AFTER WE 
TEND TO BUMBLEBEE, 


A CONVERSATION 
ABOUT THIS. 
SITUATION. 


\ 


PAY 
\ ea\s 
— ta i\ee 


Ee 


gir 


ENTS ARE 
PROBABLY STILL 


BECAUSE- 


KNOW WHO THAT IS? 
THAT'S MEGATRON! 
MEGATRON! 


FROM WHAT YOU 
TOLD ME ABOUT 
MEGATRON, HE 


SHOOTS: 
SOMEONE AND 
THEY DIE. 


HEY PAL, 

WHO THE HELL ARE 
YOU TO TELL ME WHAT. 
IT KNOW AND WHAT I 
DON'T?! 


Win 


BUT IF 


YOU DON'T GET A 
HOLD OF YOURSELF NOw, 
YOU WILL BE RESTRAINED. DO 
YOU UNDERSTAND ME? I DON'T 
WANT TO DO THIS. I'D RATHER 
HAVE YOU UP HERE 
WITH US. 


ENOUGH. I'M 
STUCK HERE, 
JUST LIKE YOu. 
AND I DON'T LIKE 
THIS EITHER. 


WELL, 
THAT'S JUST A 


I DON'T KNOW. 

NOT GREAT. THERE'S 
SO MUCH I DON'T KNOW 
ABOUT YOUR 
PHYSIOLOGY. I THINK I 
CAN KEEP HIM ON-LINE, 
BUT UNTIL RATCHET GETS 
HERE, HE WON'T BE 
GETTING OFF THIS / 

TABLE. Py 


FEW HOURS FROM 


Now, RIGHT? 


NO DISTRESS 
SIGNALS HAVE 


BEEN 
ACTIVATED? 


i, No, J 
BUT THERE'S 
PLENTY OF 

\ REA: 


-WEe 
DON'T KNOW. 
SOMETHING CAME 
IN VERY, VERY FAST 
FROM VERY HIGH. IT 


MARIA, 

OUR OPERATIONAL 
COMMANDER AND FIRST 
LIEUTENANT ARE LOST OVER 
THE PACIFIC. THREE OF MY BEST 
FRIENDS, PLUS THE ENTIRE 
AUTOBOT COMMAND STRUCTURE. 
WE HAVE BEEN TOTALLY 
DECAPITATED HERE. I DON’T 
GIVE A CRAP ABOUT PR 
RIGHT Now. 


| 


-AS SPOKESPERSON FOR 
THIS MOVEMENT, “EARTH'S: 
CHILDREN,” CAN YOU COMMENT ON 
THE EVENTS EARLIER TODAY, WITH AN 
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT ON THE 
AUTOBOT LEADER? 


FIRST OF 
ALL, NINA, WE'VE GOT TO 
GET SOME DEFINITIONS STRAIGHT. 
THIS ISN'T SOME ORGANIZED 
“MOVEMENT.” IT'S JUST A LOT OF MEN 
AND WOMEN GIVING VOICE TO THE 
SAME CONCERN THAT MILLIONS 
OF OTHERS HAVE. 


ALSO, 
WE ARE NOT 
ASSOCIATED WITH THIS 
SO-CALLED ASSASSIN, 


WITH THAT WORD AS WELL. 
WHO CAN EVEN QUALIFY 
THESE THINGS AS BEING 

ALIVE? 


WELL, 
METAPHYSICAL 
ARGUMENTS ASIDE, HIS 
WIFE HAS ALREADY TOLD 
THE AUTHORITIES THAT 
HE'D BEEN SPENDING MORE 
AND MORE TIME ON 
“EARTH'S CHILDREN” , 
MESSAGE BOARDS IN THE £ i 
PAST FEW WEEKS. 4A 


WELL, 
SURELY WE 
AREN'T 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR WHOEVER IN 
THE WORLD 
CHOOSES TO POST 
ON A WEBSITE 
OPEN TO. 
EVERYONE. 


IS IT 
POSSIBLE HE 
FOUND MOTIVATION 
FOR HIS ATTACK IN THE 
RHETORIC POSTED 
THERE? CRITICS HAVE 
LABELED A LOT OF YOUR 
PHILOSOPHIES AS 
“REACTIONARY.” 


THAT'S ABSURD. MARIA, 
THERE ARE LITERALLY 
EXTRATERRESTRIALS WALKING 
AROUND ON THE SURFACE OF OUR 
PLANET. GIGANTIC ROBOTS WHO 
WANT TO KILL US. 

OUR CURRENT 
ADMINISTRATION IS REVEALED 
TO BE IN COLLUSION WITH THESE 
BEINGS. HOW CAN ANYONE CALL 
NON-VIOLENT PROTESTS OF THIS 
“REACTIONARY"? 


I DOUBT ANYONE 
WOULD CALL WHAT 
HAPPENED TODAY 
“NON-VIOLENT." IN FACT, 
THERE ARE ALLEGATIONS 
THAT YOUR ORGANIZATION 


LEGISLATION IS 
BEING PUSHED THROUGH 
CONGRESS AS WE SPEAK 
TO ADDRESS THESE VERY 


THINGS: 
ARE ABOUT 
TO GET EVEN 
WORSE, AREN'T 
THEY? 


IF IT PASSES, WON'T WE? 

IF OUR GOVERNMENT WON'T 
LET US PROTECT OURSELVES 
FROM INVADERS FROM 
SPACE, OF WHAT USE IS OUR 

GOVERNMENT? » 4 


YOU'RE A 
TRAITOR TO 
YOUR SPECIES! 


THERE WILL KILL ff 


YOUR FRIENDS IN 


IN THERE! 
PLEASE DISPERSE, 
THERE IS NO 
THREAT HERE. 


HOLDING A 
PRIVATE CITIZEN 


YOU 
HAVE TO 


50) 
a 
sa) 
as 
we 
ag 
a 
a 


QUETZALTENANGO |S WHAT THEY 
CALL IT ON THE MAPS. BUT 
EVERYONE WHO LIVES THERE CALLS 
IT XELA. EIGHT HUNDRED YEARS. 
AGO, IT WAS THE CAPITOL OF AN 
EMPIRE THAT LASTED A MILLENNIUM. 


6 ee 


CARLOS TUYUC NEVER KNEW peememoed 
HIS HISTORY, AND HAD ss 
NEVER EVEN SEEN A MAP. 


SOMETHING HAD FALLEN FROM 
THE SKY FOUR MONTHS BEFORE. 
SOMETHING THAT BURNED THE 
MOUNTAIN PLAINS FOR DAYS, 
AND GLOWED AT NIGHT, EVEN 
AFTER THE FIRES WERE OUT. 


CARLOS WENT OUT 
THERE THE FIRST NIGHT, 
TO SEE WHAT IT WAS. 


eta aS Sih ig ae 


NO ONE IN THE CITY TALKED 

L ABOUT IT, BUT AFTER CARLOS 

SHOWED HIS UNCLE, MORE MEN 

CAME. HE TOLD THEM A HUGE, 

SILVER GOD HAD FALLEN FROM 
THE SKY AND BROUGHT 
WEAPONS. AND PEOPLE 

NEEDED THOSE WEAPONS. 


IT SOUNDED LIKE SOMETHING 
FROM THE OLD STORIES, BUT IT 
WAS HAPPENING THERE, IN FRONT 
OF THE EYES OF HIS PEOPLE. 
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‘or 
«AN EMPIRE FOUND A 
NEW PLACE OF POWER. 
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STORY SO. FAR: 

The President of the United States has declared any country collaborating with/Cybertronians guilty of utilizing 
weapons of mass destruction. Unfortunately, not long after that statement, it was revealed that U.S. Skywatch 
forces have-been cooperating with Autobots for some time, forcing Bumblebee to address-a-crowd_of 
protesters in effort to quell a riot, He is shot with a high-powered weapon just as he finishes his speech, while 
simultanéously a group of Skywatch agents and Autobots lead by Optimus Prime are shot down over the Pacific 
by an. unknown assailant. As Skywatch forces wrestle Bumblebee's shooter to the ground they makea shocking 
discovery—it seems that Megatron has returned. 
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I'D LIKE TO 
GET BACK TO THE 
SUBJECT OF PEOPLE 
USING YOUR ONLINE 
COMMUNITY FOR THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF 
WEAPONRY. 


PEOPLE USE THE COMMUNITY TO 
EXCHANGE ALL MANNER OF 
INFORMATION THAT COULD BE 
CRUCIAL TO SURVIVAL IN 
ANOTHER ATTACK. 


BASIC FIRST-AID, 
INSTRUCTIONS ON Y 
HOW TO BUILD CRUDE 
RADIOS, FIELD-GUIDE 
INFORMATION ON 
EDIBLE FLORA 
AND FUNGI— 


AND 
WEAPONS. 
—PEOPLE HAVE 
A RIGHT TO DEFEND 
THEMSELVES. AS I 
SAID, THERE ARE NO 
LAWS PROHIBITING THE 


SALE AND TRADE OF 
THESE DEVICES. 


yOu'LL 
FORGIVE ME IF 
I SUGGEST THAT 
SEEMS A BIT 


== yy —— 
NO, NINA. TS 
WOULD SAY THAT IT'S 
THE PRESIDENT WHO 
SEEMS OBTUSE ON 
THIS SUBJECT. 


LESS THAN A 
WEEK AGO, OUR 


THE COLLUSION OF ANY 
WORLD GOVERNMENTS WITH 
EXTRATERRESTRIALS, AND 
STATED THAT SUCH A 
RELATIONSHIP WAS AKIN TO 
STOCKPILING WEAPONS OF 
MASS DESTRUCTION. AND 
I APPLAUDED THAT 
SPEECH. 


BUT HARDLY FIVE DAYS LATER, 
IT’S REVEALED THAT THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN ALLIED 
WITH THESE INVADERS FOR 
SOME TIME— 


—PERHAPS. 
SINCE THE VERY 
BEGINNING, SINCE 
NO ONE SEEMS: 
TO KNOW— 


—AND NOW 
WE AS A COUNTRY ARE IN 
THE MIDDLE OF A VERY HUGE 
TANGLE BECAUSE OF IT. THERE HAS 
YET TO BE ANY EXPLANATION. 


ONE 
COULD ARGUE 
THAT THE 
EXPLANATION 
WAS CUT SHORT 
By A GUNMAN 


I DON'T 
ACCEPT 
SPEECHES BY 
EXTRATERRESTRIALS 
ON US. POLICY. IS 
THAT REALLY WHAT 
WE'VE COME TO? 
FRANKLY, THAT'S 
INSANE. 


INTERESTING 
YOU SHOULD 
BRING THAT 


«INITIAL REPORTS 
FROM GLADKI'S FAMILY 
SEEM TO INDICATE THAT HE 
WAS HEARING VOICES FROM 
THE TELEVISION AND THE 
RADIO. VOICES THAT MAY 
HAVE COMPELLED HIM TO 
DO WHAT HE DID. 


I'M NOT 
SURE I TAKE 


THE VOICES 
APPARENTLY STARTED 
JUST AFTER HE PROCURED 
THE WEAPON VIA YOUR 
SS | WEBSITE'S ORGANIZATION. AS 
UNTESTED TECHNOLOGY, IS IT 
POSSIBLE THE EQUIPMENT 
ACTUALLY MADE HIM 
UNSTABLE? 


NINA, PLEASE. 


THAT'S JUST RIDICULOUS — 
FEAR-MONGERING. THERE 
ARE LITERALLY HUNDREDS OF 
PEOPLE IN THIS COUNTRY WHO 
OWN SUCH DEVICES, AND THERE 
HAVE BEEN NO REPORTS OF /« 
MENTAL ILLNESS. 


WHICH SHOULD 
SERVE AS A WARNING 
TO OUR WOULD-BE 
CONQUERORS, AND AS AN 
ASSURANCE TO ANY CITIZEN 
WHO MIGHT FEEL UNSAFE 
DUE TO THE RECKLESS AND, 
FRANELY, ANV7/-HUMAN 
POLICIES OF THE CURRENT 
GOVERNMENT. 


LIKE 
ANY GUN, 

IF YOU HANDLE IT 
PROPERLY, THESE 
WEAPONS ARE 
PERFECTLY 


<m 


METHANE AND AMMONIA SEEPED 
ENE ee THE OUT OF THE ARID ROCK'S HEART 
GARTEN LIKE A MURMUR. OF DEATH. 
4 7 - MEGATRON DISPELLED THEM TO 
BE ALONE IN THE VACUUM. 


WOUNDED WARTIME 
GENERAL, CARRIED CRITICAL 
FROM THE BATTLEFIELD. 


FOR NEARLY THREE OF 
EARTH'S YEARS, HE'D 
BEEN THE CENTER OF 

| CONSTANT ACTIVITY. 


TENDED IN TRIAGE 
DURING THE LONG 
TRIP TO NOWHERE. 


HIS ONCE-FEARSOME WAR 
MACHINE COLLAPSING 
AROUND HIM. 


AND HE COULD 
ONLY WATCH, 
HELPLESS. A 

SINGLE EMBER OF }- 
HATE GLOWING 
UNDER ASH. 


IT WAS ALMOST A FULL EARTH 
YEAR AFTER THEY'D ARRIVED 

]} ON THE ASTEROID BEFORE 
SSOUNDWAVE FINALLY REALIZED 
THAT SALVAGING MEGATRON'S 
BODY WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE. 


HE DISCONNECTED IT 
FROM LIFE SUPPORT, 
AND DRAGGED IT AWAY 
AS IT TWITCHED IN 
SYNAPTIC COLLAPSE. 
A DANCE OF DEATH. 


THEN THE REAL 
WORK BEGAN. 


INDWAVE... 
WHAT ARE YOU 


ELSE IS THAT 
BACK THERE? 


IMMEDIATELY SEIZING 
CONTROL OF HIS HONEST 
SHOCK, HE SLIPPED 
GEARS SEAMLESSLY INTO 
PRACTICED OUTRAGE. 


YOU'VE 
BUTCHERED 
MEGATRON AND 
MADE FROM HIS. 
BODY SOME SORT 


OF GHOULISH 
ARMS CACHE? 


THIG |S 
WHAT YOU'VE BEEN DOING 
INSTEAD OF BUILDING MY SPACE 
BRIDGE?! SLAUGHTERING OUR HELPLESS 
COMMANDER AND PLOTTING A COUP?! 


| MEGATRON WAS DEAD AND TRUE 
LEADERSHIP WAS IN HIS GRASP. 
BUT THINGS WOULD HAVE TO BE 
FINESSED JUST PERFECTLY. 


THE KILLERS MUST BE 
BROUGHT TO JUSTICE. 
STARSCREAM MUST BE 
HEROIC IN HIS 
REMORSE AND SWIFT 
IN HIS SUSTICE. 


REALLy, 
STARSCREAM. I'M 
TOUCHED YOU'D REMAIN 
SO OBSEQUIOUS EVEN 
AFTER My DEATH. 


BUT THEN STARSCREAM 
DISCOVERED THAT WHAT 
HE HAD SEEN WAS: 
ONLY AN ABANDONED 
CARAPACE... 


FROM WHICH SOMETHING MUCH 
MORE HORRIBLE HAD EMERGED. 


YOU DON'T 
SEEM AS 
SURPRISED TO 
SEE ME AS I'D 
HOPED. 


I SUST DIDN'T 
THINK THESE 
IDIOTS WOULD 
REBUILD YOU AT 


THEY'VE 
REVIVED YOU TO 
BE A PRISONER 
HERE WITH THE 
REST OF US, SO 

THE JOKE IS 


THERE HAVE 
BEEN SOME 
CHANGES WHILE 
YOUR ATTENTION 
HAS BEEN 
ELSEWHERE. 


A SPACE BRIDGE... WZ 
WHERE DOES IT ; y | a \ 
: iS al 
$ 


e? — 
A E: y 
~ WITHOUT A — 4 
FUNCTIONING GATE AT ‘ Z 
BY THE OTHER END TO ANCHOR 
THE EXIT POINT, WE CAN ONLY BE 
ACCURATE TO A FEW THOUSAND 8 2 
MILES INSIDE OF EARTH ORBIT. <a = 


MEGATRON SENSED THAT THE AND HE KNEW THAT SO LONG AS 
COLD FEAR THAT UNCOILED AT STARSCREAM HELD THE MATRIX, 
THE BASE OF STARSCREAM'S PROCEEDING AGAINST HIS WISHES 
SPINE WOULD BE QUICK TO WOULD BE A DELICATE OPERATION. 
WARM INTO ANGER. 


DESPITE STARSCREAM'S f AND MEGATRON'S 
BOASTS, THE FUNCTION i » CUNNING ALWAYS, 
OF THAT LUDICROUS 4 RECOGNIZED THE 
DEVICE WAS STILL UNKNOWN FOR 
UNKNOWN. WHAT IT WAS: A 

r POTENTIAL THREAT. 


BUT THEN 
SOMETHING 
LUCKY HAPPENED. 


AND MEGATRON WAS ALSO: 
SAVVY ENOUGH TO ALWAYS 
CAPITALIZE ON OPPORTUNITY. 


FOUR OF 
EARTH'S 
MONTHS. NO 
LATER. 


I'VE PROGRAMMED 
THE PAYLOAD TO 
LAND IN AN AREA 
ISOLATED 
FROM THE LARGER 
GOVERNMENTS... 


.-BUT POPULATED 
By A CULTURE THAT 


WILL KNOW HOW 
TO DISTRIBUTE 
IT FOR MAXIMUM 
CHAOS. 


I AM READY 
Now, SOUNDWAVE. 
PREPARE THE 
SPACE BRIDGE. 


ONE HUNDRED 
THOUSAND MILES 


gy ABOVE EARTH, THE 


PAYLOAD CHECKED IT'S. 
OWN VECTOR. IT 
PLACED ITSELF ON A 
DETERIORATING ORBIT. 


THEN THE HIGHER 
‘SYSTEMS SHUT DOWN. 
ANYTHING THAT MIGHT 
LEAVE AN ENERGY 
SIGNATURE TO REGISTER 
ON EARLY DETECTION 
SYSTEMS THOSE HUMANS 
MIGHT HAVE BUILT. 


AND WHEN THE FIRST 
POOR, OPPRESSED, AND 
FORGOTTEN PEOPLE 
INVESTIGATED HIS LANDING 
SIGHT, THE FIRST THING 
THEY FOUND... 


WITHIN FIVE WEEKS, 
THE FIRST OF HIS 

COMPONENTS HAD 
REACHED AMERICA. 


ENTHUSIASTIC 
COLLECTOR. 


ONE MODULE WAS MOSTLY 
HARMLESS. ONLY A SMALL 
PIECE OF HIS CONSCIOUSNESS 
RESIDED IN EACH ONE. 


“What Can You Do When Your 
Government Doesn’t Do Enough?” 


| AS PEOPLE'S PARANOIA 
INCREASED, THEY SOUGHT | 
OUT MORE WAYS TO 
PROTECT THEMSELVES. 


= —_— 


UNTIL A NEURAL NET 
STRETCHED ee ule 


7 


ND TOUCH SOMEONE. 


THE VOICE ONLY TALKED TO JOE GLADKI 
WHEN HIS FAMILY WASN'T AROUND. AFTER. 
THE FIRST DAY, HE BEGAN TURNING OFF, 
THEN EVEN UNPLUGGING, THE TELEVISION 
AND RADIO. UNPLUGGING THEM WAS THE 
ONLY THING THAT WORKED. 


HE COULDN'T EVEN LAST 24 
HOURS UNTIL HE PLUGGED 
THEM IN AGAIN, OUT OF 
CURIOSITY. HE WAS NOT CRAZy. 


t] THE VOICE TOLD HIM TO USE 
THE GUN. IT TOLD HIM HOW 
TO PLUG IT INTO THE 
CIGARETTE LIGHTER IN HIS 
CAR. ONCE HE DID THAT, 
THE CAR DROVE ITSELF TO 
WHERE HE NEEDED TO BE. 


INTELLIGENCE. IT TOLD HIM IT WAS A 
SCIENTIST FROM A FAR-OFF WORLD 
THAT HAD BEEN DESTROYED By GIANT 
MACHINES. THE SAME MACHINES THAT 
HAVE COME HERE, TO THIS PLANET. 


AFTER THAT, EVERYTHING WAS JUST 
SO NATURAL. IT WAS THE ONLY 
OPTION THAT MADE SENSE. IT WAS 
AS IF JOE, FILLED WITH HIS PURPOSE, 
HAD BECOME A MACHINE HIMSELF. 


IT DOESN'T 
MAKE SENSE. WHY 
DIDN'T THEY TAKE 

MEGATRON WITH 


THEY RAID THE 
HOLDING CELLS... 
THEY EVEN TAKE 

AWAY A DECEPTICON 
THAT HAS DIED... BUT 
THEY DON'T TAKE 
MEGATRON. 


ALSO, THEY IT'S OBVIOUSLY A TRAP. WE NEED 
DIDN'T TRY TO TO GET RID OF HIM RIGHT NOw. 
KILL US. WHY THIS IS NOT GOING TO 
NOT FINISH US HOLD HIM. 
2 


SCHWALBE! 
HOW SURE ARE YOU 
ABOUT THESE NEW 

SUPPRESSORS 

YOU HAVE? 


ONE THING IS FOR, 
CERTAIN, WE'RE NOT 
SAFE HERE ANYMORE. 
WE HAVE TO 


AND IT WOULD BE EVEN 
MORE DANGEROUS TO STAY 
HERE IF THE DECEPTICONS: 
COME BACK. 


THIS BASE IS. 
CURRENTLY INDEFENSIBLE. 
WE HAVE TO REGROUP BACK 
AT OMEGA SUPREME. WE 
NEVER SHOULD HAVE 
STATIONED HIM SO FAR 
FROM HERE. 


‘SIR, THIS BASE’S CURRENT 
SENIOR OFFICER IS IN 
CRITICAL CONDITION 
DOWNSTAIRS. 


IT WOULD 
PROBABLY 


MAKE NO MISTAKE, SOLDIER. 
PRIME, BUMBLEBEE, OUR MEDIC, 
OUR MECHANIC AND SEVERAL 
OF OUR BEST SOLDIERS 
ARE GONE. 


‘SKYWATCH 
COMMAND IS TOTALLY 
NEUTRALIZED. WE 
WERE JUST ATTACKED 
AND BEATEN 
SSOUNDLY. 


BRAWN. I'M 
COUNTING ON 
YOU TO DO 
SOMETHING 


THIS SITUATION 
THE WAy IT IS. 


LOOKS LIKE THE 
HUMANS FOUND YOUR 
HIDEOUT. YOU'RE TOO 


EASY TO LOCATE, 
THUNDERCRACKER. 


I DIDN'T 
EXPECT TO SEE 
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Things could not get worse; the people of Earth have turned on the Autobots; Bumblebee has been shot, 
Optimus Prime has been shot down somewhere over the Atlantic, and Skywatch HQ has been decimated by 
Decepticons; Starscream has arrived to recruit Thundercracker to his cause, Everything the Autobots have 
struggled to protect and maintain is under threat. 


The Decepticons are back. And Megatron has returned. 
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THEY'RE 
TRAMPLING 
ALL OVER THE 


TRAMPLING 
ON—WHAT? 


THAT DRAMATIC 
VIDEO WAS TAKEN ONLY 
THREE HOURS AGO AT THE 
SKYWATCH BASE. MEDIA HAS. 
BEEN EVACUATED FROM THE AREA, 
BUT WE'RE RECEIVING REPORTS: 
THAT A CARAVAN OF NON-MILITARY 
VEHICLES—POSSIBLY 
CYBERTRONIAN—HAS LEFT THE 
FACILITY AND IS TRAVELING 
ACROSS THE DESERT. 


FORMATION TWO! 
FORMATION TWO! 


HIS IS AN LEGAL ACTION. 
WHATEVER YOU THINK YOU'RE 
DOING, IF YOU ATTACK US YOU 
WILL BE ATTACKING YOUR 
) y OWN COUNTRY. 
MW" 
@ e 


MAGNUS... 
THESE ARE SCARED 
AND CONFUSED 
P] PEOPLE. THEY DON'T 
’ i HAVE ANY TRAINING. 
KA PLEASE TRY TO GO 
A EASY. YOU'RE NOT 
FIGHTING THE 
ARMY. 


CIVILIANS. HOW 
WILL IT LOOK? 


va 


Sea 
send 


Y, YOU EVADE. 
WE'RE ALL MEETING 
\T OMEGA 
‘SUPREME. 


ee 
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CAN BROADCAST OUT OF THESE 
IVE D 


T HAD AN 
AUTOBOT HERE 
JUST A FEW DAYS AGO. 
‘SAYING THE EXACT 
‘SAME THING. 


NO DOUBT HE 
WANTED YOUR HELP 
RESCUING HUMANS, OR 
SOME OTHER SUCH 
NONSENSE. 


TM HERE 
TO OFFER YOU 
SOMETHING MUCH 
GREATER. 


MEGATRON HAS 
TRULY LOST HIS MIND. 
HE IS DRIVEN ONLY By 
REVENGE. HE'S BROUGHT 
US BACK TO THIS 
7 \ INSIGNIFICANT MUDBALL 
FOR THAT PURPOSE 
ALONE. 


HE HAS NO. 
LONG-TERM GOALS 
FOR US. HE HAS NO. 

VISION FOR OuR FUTURE. 

JUST SOME ABSURD PLAN 

TO COME BACK HERE AND 

STOMP ON ENEMIES WE'D. 
ALREADY BEATEN. 


HE IS BLINDED By HIS 
HATRED FOR THIS PLACE. 
HE IS UTTERLY OBSESSED 
WITH THIS PLANET. AND HiS 
LOYALISTS FEAR HIM ENOUGH 
TO FOLLOW HIM ANYWHERE, 
EVEN TO A DEAD-END 
LIKE THis. 


I ASK YOU: JOIN ME. I CAN'T DO IT 
ALONE, BUT TOGETHER WE CAN 
CRUGSH MEGATRON AND FINALLY GIVE 
THE DECEPTICONS THE FUTURE THEY 
DESERVE. A PROUD VISION, FREE 
OF PETTY GRUDGES. 


WE WILL LEAVE 
THIS WORLD. LEAVE THIS 
GALAXY. THE AUTOBOTS ARE 
STILL SCATTERED AND LOST. 
WE WILL FORGET THEM. WE WILL 
HAVE A NEW PATH. THINGS 
WILL CHANGE. 


WE WILL HAVE 
NEW WORLDS TO 
CONQUER! 


ORGET WHO YOU'RE 
SPEAKING TO? 


AND I 
ONCE AND FUTURE " wit wor 

DECEPTICONG. pp 2E SPOKEN 
> i LATO LIKE- 


MAGNUS, THIS IS INSANE! WE'RE Ji 
NOT GOING TO MAKE IT BEFORE 
‘SOMEONE |S SERIOUSLY HURT! 
C WE HAVE TO TURN 
Dp 


GOT 
TWO MILES, AND WE CAN 
BL HOLD ON UNTIL THEN. 


BEFORE FINALLY 
HAVING TO RELY 
ON yOu? 


RETURNING 
TO THE SCENE 
OF _THE CRIME. 


T COULD KILL 
YOU, MAGNUS. I 
COULD KILL ANY OF 
YOUR PATHETIC 
SOLDIERS. 


MEGATRON... 
STOP LETTING 
YOURSELF BE 
DISTRACTED BY 


GNATS. ZM THE & 


ONE YOU 
WANT. 


MAGNUS, YOU 
IDIOT. YOU STILL 
HAVE NO IDEA 
WHAT IS HAPPENING 
AROUND YOU. 


YOU'RE NOT THE 
ONE I WANT 
AT ALL. 
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Megatron has returned to Earth in a new and much more powerful body. He has sent a cache of incredibly 
dangerous weapons ahead of him, and through subversion and manipulating the general climate of fear, has 
turned humans against the Autobots. Decepticons have broken out prisoners from the Skywatch base, and 
Megatron has now captured many of Ultra Magnus’ team. Little does he know, Prime and a group of Skywatch 
agents have emerged from the Pacific, where they were thought to be lost... 


Special thanks to Hasbro's Aaron Archer, Michael Kelly, Amie Lazanski, Ed Lane, 
Michael Provost, Val Roca, Erin Hillman, Jos Huxley, Samantha Lomow, and 
Michael Verecchia for their invaluable assistance. 
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I DON'T 
CARE WHAT 
THEY SAY ABOUT 
MANUFACTURING 
OXYGEN. THIS JUST 
DOESN'T SEEM 


YOU HAVE 


Mr GHA A SISTER? 
GOT A CHANCE 
TO CALL My ‘SHE'LL FORGET 
‘SISTER. ALL ABOUT 


TAKE SOME TIME 
TO IRON THAT 
OUT OF MY 
BRAIN. 


CHECKED IN 
THE PAST 
Hour. 


ANY CHANGE IN 
THE SIGNAL 
COMING FROM THE 


ALBUQUERQUE 
h BASE? 


STILL 
BROADCASTING 
THE OFFLINE 
DISTRESS... WAIT, 
THERE'S SOMETHING 
UNDERNEATH IT. 


YOU'LL WANT 
TO SEE THIS. 


TAM 
GOING TO 
DESTROY 

YOU. 


GREETINGS, 
PRIME. 


THE DAY HAS COME, 
AS YOU KNEW IT WOULD. YOU 
KNEW I'D NEVER DIE THAT EASILy. 
JUST AS I KNOW THAT, DESPITE 
DESTROYING YOUR TRANSPORT, 
YOU TOO HAVE SURVIVED. 


CANNOT BE SAID 
FOR SOME OF YOUR 
SOLDIERS. OR THESE 
RIDICULOUS ARMY MEN 
you eT WITH. I WON'T INSULT 
NOW. YOU AUTOBOTS —_ you By EXTENDING 
DIE TOO EASILY. AN INVITATION, PRIME. 
We BOTH KNOW YOU'RE 
ON YOUR WAY TO SEE ME 
WITHOUT ONE. BUT FEAR 
NOT—I AM NOT GOING 
yO TO KILL You. 


YOU, WHEN THIS. 
OveEI 


WILL KNOW THE 
DIFFERENCE. 
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PUT your 
ARMS DOWN, IMPERVIOUS TO 
PRIME, YOU WHATEVER WEAPONS yOu J 


LOOK Like COULD Posses. you Are 
AF... _ NO THREAT TO ME. AND 
<\ SOUNDWAVE WILL KILL ULTRA 


MAGNUS IF ANY OF YOUR 
AUTOBOTS ATTEMPT 
AN AMBUSH. 


DO you 
SEE THE CITY 
BEHIND ME, 
PRIME? 


OF COURSE. 

IS THAT WHAT 
YOU'RE HERE FOR? 
TO DESTROY IT IN 


PRIME. YOU'D 
ONLY ATTEMPT 
TO STOP ME AND 
I'D PROBABLY 
ACCIDENTALLY KILL 
YOU. AND T CAN'T 
HAVE YOU DEAD 
ET. 


THE CITY. THERE 
ARE 46 HUMANS ARMED 
WITH WEAPONS THAT CAN 
KILL YOU ALMOST AS EASILY 
AS I COULD. WEAPONS THAT 
WERE A PART OF My 
OLD BoDy. 


we THERE ARE 


HUNDREDS OF SUCH 
WEAPONS ALL OVER THIS 
PLANET. YOU WILL NEVER BE 
ABLE TO FIND THEM ALL. YOU 
WILL NEVER KNOW WHERE THEY 
ARE. BUT THEY ARE IN THE 
HANDS OF THESE CREATURES, 
THAT YOU ARE SO DESPERATE 
TO PROTECT. THESE YWNOCENT” 
CREATURES THAT YOU ARE THEY WILL 
OBSESSED WITH. BE YOUR 
UNDOING. 


YOU KNOW 
NOTHING OF THESE 
PEOPLE, MEGATRON. A 
FEW WEAPONS IN THE 
HANDS OF RENEGADES 
MEAN NOTHING. THERE 
IS SO MUCH WE CAN 
LEARN FROM THIS 
PLANET. 


HA HA! 
PRIME! YOU. 
REALLY ABE SO. 
PREDICTABLE. 
I'VE MISSED THE ONLY 
THING YOU HAVE 
TO LEARN HERE, 
PRIME, IS HOW YOu 
HAVE BROUGHT RUIN 
TO YOURSELF, AND 
YOUR AUTOBOTS. 


IS THIS HOW IT ALWAYS HAS 
TO BE, MEGATRON? WE MEET, YOU 
MAKE EMPTY PRONOUNCEMENTS AND 
THREATS, THEN WE START PUNCHING EACH 
OTHER? HAS OUR SITUATION STILL 
NOT EVOLVED BEYOND THIS? 


OH, 
ABSOLUTELY I 
HAVE, PRIME. LikE I 
‘SAID, I'M NOT HERE 
TO KILL YOu. 


I've 
DUMPED Your 
AUTOBOTS, 
WOUNDED AND 
INCAPACITATED, 
INSIDE THAT 


city. 
FIFTEEN 
MINUTES. 
AGO. 


OF COURSE, 

IF YOU'RE SO 
COMMITTED TO 
"LEARNING" FROM 
THESE HUMANS, I’M 
SURE YOU'LL SIT 
BACK AND ATTEND 
TO THIS LESSON. 


CAMPOLONGO, 
YOU NEED TO GET 
IN THERE AND 
FIND THEM. 


YOU TAKE 
THEM. YOU'RE 
FASTEST. 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT, MEGATRON. 
T WON'T PRETEND 

THAT I TRUST 
EVERY HUMAN. 


oR you 
CAN SEND 
YOUR SOLDIERS 
IN ON A RESCUE 
MISSION AND 
MAKE WAR ON 
THEM. 


OF COURSE, 

IF YOU ATTACK 
NON-MILITARY 
PERSONNEL IN THEI2 
OWN CITIES... YOU 
WILL NEVER BE 
WELCOME HERE. 


“BUT I TRUST SPIKE.” 


~~ 


Pe TAKING OPERATIONAL 
~ {] COMMAND. FIRST THING 
YOU NEED TO DO IS GET 
ALL THESE PEOPLE 
OUT OF HERE. 


re! 


HOW 

DID YOU Guys 

GET HERE SO 
FAST? CALL 


LESS ON MY 
RIDE_AND MORE 
ON FOLLOWING 
‘MY COMMAND, 


: as 
OFFICER. 
WE WERE IN THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD. 


YOU GUYS 
TOOL AROUND 
IN SPORTS CARS 
NOW? THIS IS FROM 
YOUR OFFICIAL, 
MOTORPOOL? 


WHO'S SIDE 
ARE YOU GUYS ON? 
THESE THINGS ARE 

ALIENS! THEY TRIED 
TO CONQUER OUR 


aS 
WHAT ARE 
7 you Guys DOING? 
TAKE THOSE TWO 
MANIACS DOWN! 


ARE 
YOU KIDDING 


ME? YOU'VE GOT 
UNSTABLE PEOPLE 


PULSES QUICKENING 
NOW. THEIR VILE, 
DAMP HANDS. 
TIGHTENING AZOUND 


IT WILL BE 
SO SATISFYING. 
SEEING YOU DONE 
IN BY THESE 
CREATURES YOU'VE 
TRIED SO HARD 
TO PROTECT. 


HEY, CAN YOU 
GET HIM INTO 
THE AMBULANCE, 
PLEASE? GET HIM 
OUT OF HERE! 


YOU WOULDN'T 
LEAVE THIS KIND OF 
SABOTAGE UP TO CHANCE. 
YOU'RE IN COMMUNICATION 
WITH THESE WEAPONS, I HAVE 
NO DOUBT YOU'RE USING 
THEM TO CONFUSE THEIR 
OWNERS AND SPREAD 
YOUR MALEVOLENCE. 


OH, DON'T EMBARRASS 
YOURSELF, PRIME. YOU 
THINK YOU CAN SOMEHOW 
DISTRACT ME BY FIRING 

T 


OSSIBLY HARM Mi 


I 
COULD FIELD 
sTRIP i 


U LIKE 
A RIFLE! I COULD 
CRUSH YOUR SPARK 
IN My BARE 
HANDS! 


PATHETIC, 
PRIME. 
LOSE ONE 
SOLDIER... 


GOING OUT . I HAVE NO IDEA, 
THERE, JAZZ? PRIME PROWL. SPIKE AND 


SAYS THE HUMANS. CAMPOLONGO HAVEN'T 
MIGHT BE EASIER TO MADE ANY PROGRESS. 
I CAN'T SUST SIT HERE 
WHEN AUTOBOTS ARE 

IN DANGER. 


THIS IS SPINNING 
OUT OF CONTROL. THESE 
KINDS OF SPECIAL MISSIONS. 
ARE WHAT I'M TRAINED FOR. 
LOW-IMPACT EXTRACTIONS. 
MINIMUM CASUALTIES— 


CASUALTIES! WE 
ARE WOT GOING 
IN YET! 


THOSE 
GUYS WERE 
LOONY-TUNES, 
NO DOUBT 
ABOUT THAT. 


BUT THAT 
DOESN'T MEAN 


THINGS AREN'T 

PEOPLE. AND A 

LOT OF PEOPLE 
DIED BECAUSE 


IN MY JOB 
DESCRIPTION. 


My 
FRIENDS HERE... 
THEY COULD HAVE 
KILLED EVERY ONE 
OF YOU. EASILY. 
JUST STOMPED 
THROUGH 


I KNOW 
YOU HAVE THAT 
STRENGTH TOO, 

OFFICER. IT'S WHY 
YOU PUT ON THE 

UNIFORM. 


NEXT: ISSUE: eo. on 


“HE: 
DEMOLISHED, 
MAN ~~ 
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COME ON, © RATCHET 

THAT'S JUST 'S TENDING 
INSULTING. , TO OTHER 


—“\ AUTOBOTS. 
y a. 


INSURED DECEPTICON 
FOR REPAIRS. 


THOSE WERE 
SOME PRETTY 
HARSH WORDS FOR 
A GUY WHO DOESN'T 
EVEN HAVE ANY 
INFORMATION. 


MEGATRON IS OUT THERE, IN Aik I DON'T. I BLAME 
AND SOUNDWAVE WON'T SLOW - MEGATRON. 
nid DOWN For Lone. | wit OSS 
(OT ALLOW HIM TO GET , 
PRIME. I'M 
AWAY WITH THIS. NOT GOING TO 
PRETEND THINGS 
AREN'T BAD. THINGS 
ARE VERY BAD. BUT 
YOU CAN'T BLAME 
YOURSELF. 


+ 
J 
S 
y 
y 
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ULTI2A MAGNUS. YOU HAVE NOTHING TO 
YOU SHOULD BE APOLOGIZE FOR, OLD FRIEND. 
YOU DID A FINE JOB. YOU MADE 
TOUGH CHOICES IN AN 
IMPOSSIBLE SITUATION, 
AND YOU SAVED 
LIVES. 


HUNTING: 
DECEPTICONS 
DOWN... IT'S 
SHOULD HAVE WHAT T DO. 
TOLD YOu 
SOONER... 


=I PLACED 

A TRACKING 
CHIP ON 

SOUNDWAYE. 


BE THERE IN 35 
MINUTES, BUT BACK-UP 
WOULD TAKE ALMOST 
THAT LONG TO GEAR 
uP, AND WE HAVE NO. 
IDEA WHAT KIND OF 
RESISTANCE TO 


THIS IS 
THE MOST 
SOPHISTICATED 
WEAPONRY YOU 
HAVE AVAILABLE 
TO you? 


WHAT, ‘ 
THAT STUFF? 
T WISH. 


ACTUALLY AN 
RED PACKAGE I WAS. 


THE GENERALS FOR 
FUNDING. IT'S ALL 
THEORETICAL, 


WORD ON THIS, 


M a 
GO IN WITH CONVERSATION. 
YOU. 


7 BECAUSE IT 
REQUIRES A 
‘SCIENTIST. 


PRIME, I DON'T THINK YOU'RE 
THINKING CLEARLY. YOU HAVE A 
TERRIBLE PLAN BASED AROUND 
SEVERAL UNKNOWN VARIABLES. 
YOU'RE GOING IN LIKE THIS 
BASED OUT OF ANGER, 
AND THAT'S NEVER— 


YOU HAVE 
YOUR ORDERS. 
HOLD yOuR 
POSITION UNTIL. 
EXTRACTION. THIS. 
IS BETWEEN HIM 


WE'RE 
ONLY A FEW 
MINUTES. OUT. 

JETFIRE, FROM MY ONE UNDERSTOOD. 


MARK, HOW LONG HUNDRED 
A UNTIL THE THIRTY-TWO 
EVENT? ‘SECONDS, 
PRIME 


BROUGHT 
ME BACK FROM 
THE BRINK OF 


THAT WAS 
PLANNED. WE 
SPECIFICALLY WENT 
TO A ROCK RICH IN THE 
RESOURCES I NEEDED. 
I USED EVERY OUNCE OF 
ORE-13 WE HAD TO 
REBUILD YOU. THESE HUMAN 
LABORATORIES ARE 
EMBARRASSINGLY 
UNDER-EQUIPPED. 


SALVATION DOESN'T See 
SUST FALL FROM 
THE Sky. MARE. 


We us 
CAN DO. 
THIS IN HERE. BUT: 


UNLESS YOU WANT 


ME TO SHOOT 
ANOTHER ONE 
OF YOUR MEN, 
T SAY WE STEP 
OUTSIDE. 


LCAN 
DEFINITELY FINE. TELL 
SAVE SOUNDWAVE, EVERYONE ELSE 


MEGATRON. BUT TO STAND DOWN. Vf 
IT'S A DELICATE BUT THEY CAN COME J 
PROCEDURE, SO AND WATCH IF THEY cae 


MAYBE IT'S BEST WISH. THIS WILL BE 
IF YOU LEFT. ‘AN HISTORIC 4 
DAY. 


INSIST ON 
CARRYING THIS 
CHARADE TO. 
ITS END. 


WE CAN'T 
JUST KEEP FACING 
EACH OTHER LIKE 
THIS, MEGATRON. 
SOMETHING HAS 
TO CHANGE. ~ PRIME. CLEARLY 

é YOU'RE HERE WITH 
SOME DEATH WISH, 
BUT I REFUSE TO 

INDULGE YOU. 


> T'M SIMPLY. 

GOING TO INCAPACITATE 
YOU AND LEAVE YOU FOR THE 
HUMAN AUTHORITIES. IT WILL 


BE SO MUCH MORE SATISFYING TO 
WATCH THE HUMANS OF THIS WORLD 
Pick YOU AND YOUR AUTOBOTS 
APART LIKE THE SWARM THEY ARE. 


1 SEE THAT 
WEAPON ON 
YOUR ARMA 
RAIL-GUN? 


iT DOESN'T 

HAVE TO BE 

CHARGED TO 
y ONE OF 
at 


LL CITIES 

ON THIS PLANET. 

BUT IT /6 FULLY 
CHARGED. 


crI7T ( 
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.~ & 4 
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+4DO - 
YOU KNOW 
WHAT A KINETIC 
HARPOON 
1s? 
Waa \ <i 


TO BE A GREAT 
DISAPPOINTMENT 
SINCE I'VE RETURNED. 


wv 
8 ii 


PRIME! COWARDICE 

NOW?! WHAT HAS 
GOTTEN IN 

4 BS 


THAT WASN'T 


USELESS. IT 


WAS TARGETING 
AND RANGE 
INFORMATION. 


lh Z/ 
WHEN A SOLID OBJECT—LIKE A | 


BALLISTIC THEORISTS 
CALL THIS A KINETIC 
1 WORLD'S |v 
| 
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WHY DID 
YOU DO THIS, 
MEGATRON? 


TAM 

EXACTLY WHERE 

T WANT TO BE, 
PRIME. 


LKNOW 
YOU THINE THAT, 
BUT YOU'VE MADE ‘A 
MISTAKE. IF OMEGA 
SUPREME SENSES YOU 
ESCAPING, HE'S UNDER 
ORDERS TO CHANGE 
INTO ROBOT FORM. 
WITH YOU INSIDE 
OF HIM. 


YOU'LL BE 
DISMEMBERED. 
AT THE VERY LEAST, 
YOU'LL BE CRUSHED: 
THIS WILL HAPPEN 
EVEN IF I’M INSIDE 
HERE WITH YOU. 


AND IF THEY WON'T BE. 
THOSE HUMAN THEY'LL BE STAYING IN 
CREATURES YOU + THE OUTER-FORTRESS. 
LOVE SO MUCH D. THEY ARE UNDER My 
ARE IN HERE PROTECTION. 
Too? 


HA HA HAI YOU ARE 

SO BLIND, PRIME. DON'T My SOLDIERS 
YOU SEE? I'M IN HERE BECAUSE RAIDED SEVERAL OF 
THESE ARE THE BEST SEATS THESE HUMAN BASES. 
IN THE HOUSE. IF T WAS OUT WE RECOVERED ALL 
WANDERING THIS PLANET, OF OUR PRISONERS— 

I'D MISS THE BIG SHOW. AND ONE CORPSE. 
SCRAPPER. 


THAT MAN 
YOU COLLUDE 
WITH. THE HUMAN 
SOLDIER. HE KILLED 
SCRAPPER. 
EXECUTED 
HIM. 


THAT'S A SHALLOW 
GAMBIT, EVEN FOR YOU. I'VE 
BEEN A PART OF EVERY ONE 
OF SKYWATCH'S OPERATIONS. 

FOR THE PAST FEW MONTHS. I 
(AS THERE WHEN SCRAPPER'S 

BODY WAS RECOVERED BY 
SKYWATCH FORCES. 


I AM EXACTLY 
WHERE I WANT TO 
BE BECAUSE I AM 

RIGHT, PRIME! I HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN 
RIGHT! 


BUT NOT 
WHEN HE WAS 
KULLED. 


WE SAW HIS 
LAST RECORDED 
MEMORIES. YOU ARE 
COLLABORATING WITH 
OUR EXECUTIONERS, 
PRIME! YOU ARE A 
TRAITOR TO YOUR 
RACE! 


WHAT MAKES IT SO 
DELICIOUS! THERE ARE 
UNCOUNTABLE HUMANS, 
OUT THERE AMONG THOSE 
YOU WOULD PROTECT, ARMED 
AND READY TO KILL YOU. 
THERE ARE HUMANS IN HERE, 
THOSE YOU CALL YOUR 
FRIENDS, WHO ARE 
EXTERMINATING your AUTOBOTS 
TO OBLIVION, PRIME. 
YOUR PHILOSOPHY 
HAS FAILED. 


IN HINDSIGHT, IT WAS HORRIBLY SHO! 


THEREFORE, 
YOU SHOULD 


‘SEQUENCES IN 
CASE OF— 


OF COURSE, PRIME. 
TLL GET SPIKE TO 
SET UP A SPECIFIC 


I NEED you 


TO INVESTIGATE : 
SOMETHING FOR ME. “SPIKE CAN'T i 
RECRUIT WHOMEVER KNOW ANYTHING 
YOU NEED, BUT KEEP ~ | ABOUT THis.” 
IT CONTAINED TO Z 
SUST THEM. 


MEGATRO! 

ECHO DOWN THE 

HALLWAYS OF OMEGA 1 
SUPREME LONG AFTER 


HE'D BEEN MUZZLED. 


‘SENTIMENTS— 
Ses 


— 
| PROMISES 
W OF A woRLD 
An ACCELERATING 
INTO CHAOS... 


OF THE 
FAILURE 
OF HOPE. 
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TUCK IN 
HERE BUT 
cop 
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I'M DOING My BEST TO FIND A WAY TO TAP 
INTO THAT POWER SOURCE, SO THAT WE 
CAN GET OFF THIS PLANET FOR GOOD. 

BEST I CAN TELL... THAT THING, FOR 
ALL INTENTS AND PURPOSES, 
IS LIMITLESS. 


WHICH IS GOOD. 
NEWS FOR YOU, 
BECAUSE IT MEANS 
YOU'LL PROBABLY 
‘SURVIVE THIS. 


UNTIL, OF COURSE, 
YOU. NOW, DESPITE 
OUR INTERACTIONS WITH 
THE JANGLE MAN, I CAN'T 
SAy T UNDERSTAND MUCH 
ABOUT YOUR PHYSIOLOGY. IN 
FACT, UNTIL YOU ARRIVED, 
T WASN'T CONVINCED 
THAT THE TANGLE MAN 
WASN'T ALONE IN 
THE UNIVERSE. 


BUT BEST 
TE ED 
SOME KIND OF SERIOUS, 
POSSIBLY FATAL TRAUMA, 
AND THEN THAT FOREIGN 
SJECT THERE LODGED ITS! 
INTO YOUR BODY AND IS 
ESSENTIALLY SUSTAINING 
YOUR LIFE. BUT My CURSORY 
‘SCANS REVEAL IT HAS A 
4OT MORE POTENTIAL 
THAN THAT. 


AND IF NOT, IF I 
CAN'T BOTH POWER 


My SHIP AWD KEEP YOU 
ALIVE... WELL, I'M GLAD 
WE GOT TO CHAT A 
BIT FIRST. 


WAIT, WAIT! 
SLOW DOWN 
HERE! CAN'T WE 
TALK ABOUT 


I THOUGHT 
WE WERE 
TALKING. 


WAIT, CAN 
YOU JUST STOP 
FOR A SECOND? 

WHAT'S THE 

RUSH? 


WELL, THIS 
PLANET |S SCOURED 
BY DAILY METHANE 
RAINS. ITS INDIGENOUS. 
LIFE-FORMS ARE MASSIVE, 
CARNIVOROUS, AND VERY 
AGGRESSIVE. 


YOU'VE BEEN 
FOR ALMOST AS LONG AS I CAN 
FROM SINCE SUST AFTER I GOT 
UITED BY THE AUTOBOTS. 


BUT WE MET ~ 
EMBER? 
M RODIMUS. BUT I HAD 
A DIFFERENT NAME FROM 
WHEN YOU REMEMBER 


AUTOBOT? 
I DO NOT 
REMEMBER 
A MEMBER. 


—HOW CAN 
YOU NOT REMEMBER 
THAT? EVEN AFTER ALL 
iS TIME THERE'S NO 
WAY YOU COULD 
FORGET— 


HERE A 
WHILE. CAME 
BY TRIAL. STOLE SHIP 
FROM—FROM... 
NERRR. 


ON AUTOPILOT AND 
HEADS OVER TO THAT 
BIZARRE CONTRAPTION 
HE'S ASSEMBLED. 


1X YOUR 


OKAY, WHEELIE? WHAT'S 
WITH ALL THIS STRANGE 
RHYMING? WHAT ARE YOU EVEN 
DOING ON THIS PLANET? THIS ISN'T 
WHERE YOU WERE DISPATCHED. AND THIS 
ISN'T ONE OF OUR SHIPS. 


AND THEN HE STARTS 
PLAYING MUSIC. AND 
IT'S... IT'S COMPLEX AND 
BEAUTIFUL. AND T CAN 
SEE IT'S SOOTHING HIM 
EVEN AS HE'S DOING IT. 


OUT OF ALL THE 
THINGS THAT I'VE 
SEEN SINCE LEAVING 
EARTH... THIS MIGHT 


IT DOESN'T TAKE MUCH TO GET aI 
HIM TO TALE. THERE ISN'T A t ADMIBAL 
LOT OF LOYALTY IN FEAR. 2 ET | 


YEARS AGO. ENTIR 
CREW WE | 
OUT EXCEPT ME, 
CODDER, AND Ti 
ADMIRAL. 


TWAS 
CUSTODIAN, 
CODDER WERE’ My 
BOSS. HAPPENED Tc 


HE AIN'T A 
REAL ADMIRAL, 


“LAINT GOT A 
WORD TO SAY 
ABOUT IT. 


BUT HE CAN'T ao 
OFT me THIS “ADMIRAL 
PROVOKES THE NATIVE 
PEOPLE, DESTROYS TH 
ENVIRONMENT, AND 
TAKES A FAKE TITLE, 
* REAL PIECE OF 
THE WHOLE SHIP Pi 
FROM SCRAPS, WORK. 


SCRAPS 
OR STOLEN 
LARDERS FROM THE 
MONSTERS STALKIN’ 
ROUND OUT THERE. 
AIN'T ALL OF THEM 
DUMB BEASTS, 
YOU KNOW. 
ADMIRAL'S 
DOIN’ ALL KINDS OF 
EXPERIMENTS IN THE SKIES. 
DIDN'T USED TO HAVE BURNIN 
RAINS ALL THE TIME. CODDER SAYS. 
THAT AIN'T COINCIDENCE, BUT I AIN'T 
GOT A WORD TO SAY ABOUT IT 


MAN SAID HE 
COULD GET US 
OFF THE PLANET, 
SIR. SAVE US ALL’ 

MAN ELECTS 
HIMSELF TO DO 

THAT, HE'S CAPABLE 
OF ALL KINDS OF 
ARROGANCE AND 
MISTAKES. 


WHAT CAN You 
TELL ME ABOUT HI 

T KNEW HIM FROM 
LONG AGO, BUT HE'S 


JANGLE MAN WAS. 
HERE WHEN 
ARRIVED, SIP. 


'EE'S CRAZY 
SIR. TALKIN’ 
NONSENSE AND 
MESS. DON'T KNOW 
HOW 'EE GOT HERE, 
BUT IT’S LOOSENED ‘Is 
SCREWS FOR CERTAIN. 
BEST TO LEAVE 
IM BE LIKE 
WE DO. 


WE STRIPPED 
THIS SHIP FOR PARTS. 
LONG AGO, AND NOW 

LEAVE ‘IM BE BECAUSE HE 

AIN'T GOT NOTHIN’ THAT 

THE ADMIRAL WANTS NO 

MORE. CODDER THINKS ‘EE 

COMMUNES WITH THE 
BEASTS. THINKS 'EE 
MAKES THE JANGLES 
FOR "EM. SPECIAL 
SANGLES. BUT— 


HH, WELL. 
NOW HOW I 
T HERE, AND IT 
HAD SOMETHING 
TO DO WITH BEING 
WILLING TO LEAVE 
OTHERS BEHIND. 
SO HE'S COMING, 
WITH US. 


YEAH, YOU 
AIN'T GOT A 
WORD TO SAY 

ABOUT IT. 


THE PLAN COULDN'T BE 
I'M WORRI SIMPLER. AND COMPARED TO 
ABOUT THIS, SiR. WHO I'VE TRUSTED IN THE 
THE ADMIRAL'S. PAST, THIS IS A VAST NOW HERE 
SMART. AND WE'RE IMPROVEMENT. THEY COME. 
TRUSTIN' THIS TO REMEMBER 
CRAZIES AND 


YOUR PART. 
‘MONSTERS. 


eae, I SHOT ‘IM FULLA HOLES, ADMIRAL. BUT I 
... tee AS COULDN'T KILL HIM FOR THE CHARGES 
SARA SUBUUINEY EXPENDED ON THE RIFLE. THOUGHT IT 
ie Dees ne BEST TO EXECUTE ‘IM OUT HERE 
Ale AEN SOME BEFORE HE WRECKED UP THE 
THIS NONSENSE 


PLACE AGAIN, YE SEE? 


YES, WELL, 
WHATEVER. TAKE 
CARE NOT TO HIT 
THE THING IN HIS 
CHEST, CAN WE, 
CODDER? 


WHEELIE! DID IT WORK? DID 
THAT CREATURE TAKE 
CARE OF THEM? 


OKAY, SO THAT’ 


WELL, T 


ENGINEER! 


WERRR... 
UH, WELL, THE 
ADMIRAL SEEMED 
TE THINK SO. HE 
WORKED ON IT FOR 
YEARS, AN HE'S A 
RIGHT GENIUS, 
so— 


NO. THE 
REST OF 
AUTOBOTS ARE OUT 
THERE, WHEELIE. WE 
HAVE TO GET BACK 
HOME TO EVERYONE. 
I'M GOING TO GET 
YOU HOME. 


EVEN BIG 
ONES HURT BY 
THEIR GUNS. 


A "MAYBE." 

D YOU DOWN IN 
1G IF ANYTHING 
WRONG. 


IT'S TRUE, 

SIR. WITH THOSE 
WEAPONS THEY'LL 
PROBABLY BE ABLE 

TO TAKE THAT THING 

DOWN BEFORE IT 

GETS THE BEST 

OF "EM. 


WELL, THEN WE 
DON'T HAVE A LOT OF 
TIME. YOU SURE THIS SHIP 
(S SPACE-WORTHY? 


WHEELIE, I NEED YOU TO LISTEN VERY 
CAREFULLY. WHEN I TURN THESE DIALS, I 
DON'T KNOW WHAT'S GOING TO HAPPEN 
TO ME. I MIGHT GET KNOCKED 
OUT. I MIGHT EVEN DIE. 


BUT I NEED you 
TO MAKE SURE THIS 
SHIP GETS OFF THE 

GROUND AND OUT OF 

HERE SO WE CAN 

MAKE IT BACK. 


LEAVE 
THIS PLACE? 
NOTHING IN 

‘SPACE! 


I CAN'T BELIEVE I'M SAYING 


THIS. BUT... ONCE WE'RE ON 
COURSE, YOU'LL KNOW HOW 
TO DISCONNECT ME AND 
REVIVE ME, RIGHT? 


2) 1 A a ati’ al 


WELL... 

Ba] HERE GOES 
> NOTHING. 
& rs 


\y 


BUT 
HOME WITH 
A SMILE! 


EXT ISSUE: 
SPACE OPERA 
PART Two 
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AH, THE JANGLE MAN 

PATCHED YE UP. WAS 

REALLY SUMTHIN! TO 
‘SEE, ACTUALLY. 


BUT, THE 
MATRIX! 
HOW AM I 
ALIVE?! 


WE NEEDED IT TO POWER THE 
‘SHIP. AND 'EE FIGURED THAT 
IT'D FIXED YOU UP ENOUGH 
AN! YOU'D COME AROUND. 
IN YOUR OWN. 


'EE WAS 
RIGHT, WA’ANT 
HE? AND LOOKIT 
YE, WAKIN' UP 


TIME POSES 
A PROBLEM, SIR. 

YE SEE, I'M GUESSIN' 
THE SUN ORBITS 2V-228 
DIFFERENTLY THAN IT. 
DOES YOUR 'OME. SO'S 
“DAYS” OR "HOURS" 

ARS" IS— 


JUST BY WAY 
OF EXAMPLE, 
Siz. 


LooK, 
WHATEVER. 
TILL JUST ASK 
‘OUR NEW 
CAPTAIN. 


RIGHT. WHILE 
YOU PERFORMED 
YOUR NUTTY 
SURGERIES ON ME. 
WELL, THAT'S VERY 
Nice BUT— 
WAIT. 


ma 


TT) ee Ns. 


No. 
I KNOW I 
SAID "HOME" BUT I 
MEANT... LOOK, THINGS 
HAVE CHANGED SINCE 
YOU'VE BEEN GONE. 
WE NEED TO TURN 


HERE ANYMORE. 
THE PLANET HAS. 
BEEN TED. 
AND IT'S FULL OF 
MONSTERS. BAD 
MONSTERS. 


CAN'T TURN 
AROUND JUST 
IR. WE'VE 


WELL, OKAY. 
TAKE OFF AGAIN. 
WE NEED TO GE 
OUT OF HERE, 

CAN'T STAY ON 
THIS PLANET. 


THE KIND 
OF MON: Ss 
THAT SONGS AND. 
your HOT 
AREN'T GOING TO 
SCARE AWAY. 


WHY ISN'T THIS) 


THAT'S NOT... 
THIS Th IT 


THINGS 
OUTSIDE. 
SHOULD WE 
HIDE? 


PERHAPS YE 
DON'T WANT TE: 
BE BASHING AND 


‘STOP ARGUING 
WITH ME AND— 


ME? ARE YOU 
KIDDING 
ME?! 


SUNS TREAKER?! \ 


RODIMUS? 
WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING HERE 
HOW DID yOu 


PRIMUS IT'S YOU, 
KID! T THOUGHT FoR 


(S THIS 
SHIP ACTUALLY 
OPERATIONAL? 
'STREAKER, CAN 
YOU BELIEVE THIS? 
WE HIT THE 
JACKPOT! 


I'M DEAD. 
OF COURSE 
IT ALL MAKES 

SENSE. 


I PULLED 
THE MATRIX OUT 
OF MY CHEST, AND I 
DIED. AND HERE I AM, IN 
WHATEVER COMES AFTER. 


PLANET 


YOU AIN'T 
DEAD, KID. AND 
ANICE OVERVIEW 
OF THE WEAPONS 
SYSTEMS ON THIS 
CRATE COULD HELP 
US STAY THAT 


'S THAT AN 
DN VSECTICON 


WOULD ACTUALLY BE 
| BUILT INTO THE SHIP 


D Bi 
BECAUSE— 


ALL RIGHT, YE 
MONSTERS! 


a 


I THINK A 

WHOLE LOT OF 

EXPLAINING |S. 
IN ORDER. 


f 
) 
\AS 
BUT FIRST wy 
THINGS FIRST. N 
IRONHIDE... I UST, I W 
CAN'T TELL YOU HOW 
SORRY I AM. Al @) 
HAPPY I AM 


KID, IT'S FINE. 
IT TAKES MORE 
THAN YOUR PAL'S 
PEASHOOTER TO, 
DING ME. 


WHEELIE, 
WILL YOU 
KAY TO 


EVERY CLOUD 
HAS ITS SEASON 
WE'RE ALL AROUND 
FOR A REASON. 


WHAT'S . 5 
THE STORY Z ‘SWARM TRAVEL 
THERE? IN... WELL, SWARMS. 
YOU FIND'A NOMAD 
LIKE THIS ONE AND 
THEY'RE SURPRISINGLY 
EASY TO TRAIN. HE 
HELPS US SNIFF OUT 
THE REST OF HiS ff 
BROTHERS. 


LISTEN. 
FELLAS. I KNOW 
IT'S NICE CATCHIN’ 
UP AND ALL, BUT WE 
NEED TO FIGURE OUT 
HOW TO GET THIS 
BIRD 


I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND, IRONHIDE. 

IF THE SWARM IS NO 
LONGER A PROBLEM, AND 
THE ATMOSPHERE IS FIXED, 

CAN'T WE REST FOR A CYCLE? 
IT FEELS LIKE I'VE BEEN 
RUNNING FROM OR TOWARD 
SOMETHING FOREVER. 


THERE'S A 
WHOLE ARMY 
ON THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE 
PLAINS. 


AND I 

THINK THEY 

SAW ME AND 
WHEELIE. 


WORKING AS A POWER 
SOURCE ANYMORE. IT'S 
BEEN DORMANT SINCE 


WHAT 


DOES IT MATTER, 
‘STREAKER? YOU 


yOu 
UNDERSTAND 


ITSELF, BUT IF YOU 
DEPLETE IT ALL AT 
ONCE IN A HUGE 
BURST... 


GREAT 
JOB, KID. I WAS 


NEXT iSSwueE-: 


CHK OS 


BEGins! | 


\ay, 


y= __— < ~ 
j= ,— = 
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HERE! 
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BEGINS HERE! 
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WHy ARE 
WE PROTECTING 
THESE THINGS? 
THEYRE HUG! 
ADVANCED EXTRA: 
RRESTRIAL ROBO” 
THEY SHOULD BE 
PROTECTING 
us. 


LISTEN, MAN. 
THEY'RE HEI 
THEY'RE STUCK, 

AND THEY PROBABLY 
WILL BE FOR A 

REALLY LONG TIME. 

SO IF THEY'RE NOT 

GOING ANYWHERE, 
WE MIGHT AS 

WELL... 


WE'RE ALL PROTECTING 
EACH OTHER, MAN. 
THEY'RE STUCK HERE 
WITH US, AND WE'RE 
ALL IN TROUBLE. 


SEEMS TO 
ME LIKE THE ONLY 
REASON "WE" ARE IN 
TROUBLE |S BECAUSE 
OF THEM. YOU KNOW, 
T SIGNED UP FOR THIS 
DETAIL TO FIGHT 
THESE THINGS. 


NOW LOOK 
AT WHAT WE'RE 
DOING. DOES THIS 


MAKE ANY SENSE 
7 TO yOu? 


g 


) 
ery 


‘n 
“a? 


o/ 


‘J 
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mus Prime 
f could not contend 
ship with one 
trix, nor 
he wish to. For 
as ensnared in 
ancient doom 


om to abide rules 
wrought by fathomless 


Hor Rod spoke long 
without pause, telling of 
how he'd come to each of 
his lost and the peril 
that he'd faced that even 
now still threatened their 
home, and Prime listened. 


Through a journey 


almost impossible, and 


in him was plain 


And th 

‘Rodimu d T 

former name et heard again, for 
that was the name of a smaller figure 
short of patience and unmoved by council 


And it was a great honor whose 


nus's shoulde 
handsomely as the Matrix itself, thous 
this was more deserved, and he wore it 


more 


RODIWUS FOR WHAT. I REFUSE TO 
HAS COME FROM PURPOSE, WE DON'T KNOW. HAVE OUR HOME 
CYBERTRON. HE HAS FOUND W BUT HE'S BEEN ASSEMBLING RESTORED ONLY 
THE PLANET IS HABITABLE | iT FOR THE PAST FEW MONTHS, TO BE HOST TO A 
AGAIN—THE ATMOSPHERE HAS SLOWLY CAPTURING MORE LUNATIC AND fils 
BEEN PROCESSED, AND THE OF THE PLANET. HE HAS ARMY. TAM GOING 
‘SWARM ELIMINATED. AND HE OVERRUN NEARLY TO STOP HIM. 
HAS ALSO FOUND THAT ‘ALL OF IT NOW. 
GALVATRON IS THERE. AND 
GALVATRON IS RAISING 


“SEE LAST ISSUE AND 
TRANSFORMERS: HEART 
OF DARKNESS #1-4 FOR 
DETAILS! -EDITRON 


ANY AUTOBOT 
WHO WISHES TO 
JOIN ME IS 
WELCOME. 


WE'LL TAKE WHAT 
ENERGON WE CAN 
RATION FROM SKYWATCH'S 
COFFERS, AND WE'LL USE THE 
REMAINING CHARGE IN 
RODIMUS' BATTERY. OMEGA 
SUPREME HAS AGREED TO 
‘SEPARATE HIMSELF TO CARRY, 
US THERE, AND HAVE HIS 
BASE REMAIN HERE, 

ON EARTH. WITH 


BOTH THE MATRIX 
AND MEGATRON IN OUR 
CUSTODY, WE'VE NEVER BEEN 
A MORE APPEALING TARGET 
FOR DECEPTICON ATTACK. 
GETTING BOTH OF THEM 
HOW... HOW OFF-WORLD WOULD BE 
WILL WE GET THE WISEST CHOICE, 
THERE? \ REGARDLESS. 


BUT REGARDLESS OF 
THE ODDS... CYBERTRON 
IS HOME. AND T KNOW MANY: 
OF YOU HAVE BEEN LOOKING 


As soon as he began to 
speak, it had been decided. 
All of them volunteered. 


THERE'S NO WAY TO 
KNOW HOW DANGEROUS. 
THIS MISSION WILL BE. THE 
ONLY INTELLIGENCE WE HAVE 
IS THAT AN INCREDIBLY 
DANGEROUS ADVERSARY 
IS IN COMMAND OF A 
LARGE, HOSTILE 
FORCE. _WE DON'T KNOW 
THEIR POSITIONS, THEIZ 
WEAKNESSES, OR WHAT 
THEIR DEFENSES ARE. UNTIL 
WE DO, WE WILL BE INCREDIBLY 
VULNERABLE. AND EVEN AFTER 
WE'VE ASSESSED THEI 
STRENGTH... THIS COULD 
WELL BE A SUICIDE 
MISSION. 


I BELIEVE IN OUR 


MISSION ON THIS PLANET. BUT 


OUR PLANET IS WORTH FIGHTING 
FOR, TOO. FOR MYSELF, IT'S 
WORTH DYING FOR. VOLUNTEERS 
ASSEMBLE IN THE MAIN 
FUSELAGE IN FOUR 


T WOULD HAVE 
YOU DIDN'T DONE THIS WITH OR 
N BOTHER WITHOUT YOUR CONSENT. 
‘CONSULTING IF A THREAT LIKE THAT IS 
ME. AMASSING, AND IF IT'S 
USING OUR HOMEWORLD 
AS A STAGING GROUND. 
I CAN'T IGNORE 
THAT. 


BUT I'M NO. 
LONGER THE 
ING _USURPED. LEADER, AND I'M 
THE MATRIX IS A LARGE FREE TO FOLLOW 
RESPONSIBILITY... BUT ALSO FATE. YOU ARE STILL 
>PORTUNITY. I HAVEN'T BOUND BY YOUR DUTY. 
YOU HAVE TO MAKE 
THE CHOICE YOU 
THINK |S BEST 
WHETHER FOR US ALL. 
D FOR US 
TAY OR NOT. 


THAT... SORTA 
PUTS ME IN A WEIRD 
POSITION, PRIME, 
SINCE EVERYONE IS 
ALREADY FOLLOWING 
YOU. 


Avnd then a great wrath rose 
in him like a choking fume, 
and took a shape. Rough 


hewn, strange yet increasingly 


these last months- 


And he knew 
exactly what 


PP} be had to do. 


THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
ELSE I NEED TO 


TELL YO 


U. 


TELL MAGNUS, 
HE'S STAYING 
HERE WITH ME. AND 
I'M GOING TO NEED 
A FEW OTHERS 
AS WELL. 


what Optimus 
him, he was for 

atime very still. 

And he felt a gre 

tha uch h 

hidden 


I GOTTA 
TELL YA, KID, IT'S 
A LITTLE WEIRD THE 
WAY THEY WATCH ME 
AND DON'T SAY 
ANYTHING. 


AND YOu 


AIN'T GOT ANY 
QUESTIONS? 


YOU, THAT'S 
GOOD ENOUGH 


BUT WHY? ALSO, 


I THOUGHT YOW WERE 
THE LEADER. HOWEVER 


THAT HAPPENED... 


TO BE 
TOTALLY HONEST, 
I'M NOT SURE WHO 
THE LEADER IS 
SUPPOSED TO 
BE ANYMORE. 


I TOLD THEM TO 
STAY AWAY. I DIDN'T 
THINK YOU'D WANT TO BE 
MOBBED AND ASKED THE 


SAME QUESTION A DOZEN 
TIMES. THOUGH RATCHET IS 
DEFINITELY GOING TO WANT, 
TO GET A LOOK AT YOU 
ONCE YOU GET 
UNDERWAY. 


WELL, I GOT A QUESTION 

FOR YOU, KID. WHY ARE YOU 

STILL EVEN ON THIS ROCK? 

FROM WHAT I HEARD, YOU 
SHOULDA LEFT A LONG 

; TIME AGO. 


PRIME 
WANTED 
TO STAY. 


YEAH, WELL... 
THAT'S WHAT 

T'M GOING TO 
TRY TO Fix. 


«THINGS SURE 
HAVE GOTTEN 


SPIKE. 
YOU'VE PROVED 
GOING TO ASK YOUR BRAVERY 
YOU TO STAY, BUT 
ARE YOU SURE YOU 
DON'T NEED MYSELF TO ME MANY 
OR ANY OF THE TIMES OVER. 


OTHERS TO COME, 
WITH YOU? NI 


| 4 - 
BUT THIS 
IS SOMETHING 


WE HAVE TO DO. 
OURSELVES. 
T KNOW YOU 
UNDERSTAND. 


YOU SURE 
YOU WANT TO 
BRING THAT 
THING ALONG 
WITH US? BELIEVE 
ME. HE'S VERY 
USEFUL OUT 
THERE. 


Aind, glittering like a jewel in the westering sun and 
ne dying stars, the larger host of Autobots finally 
nh. Now refugees from two worlds, the longing for 
was strong in their hearts. And though they came 
disaster, and even greater disagreement and 
sundering, now there was only joy. The great joy of 
adventure and homecoming and brotherhood 


nd many would never return to these 


green and teeming shores again 


: PROLOGUE 


POLICE ACTION 


IT'S NOTHING 
IT's ¢ 


QUESTIONS. NO WHINING. 
FOCUSED THE ANGER. 


f 


i} \ 
HUNT IT TO x 
THE LAST. wi ! 


Ly 


" ‘ps y= aS Z 
a) Ves 
> iy ¢ 


HEADLINE: 1' 
GOT Mo} 
IMMEDIAI 
PROBLE) 


JUST NEEDS A LITTLE 
ENCOURAGEMENT 


EASY ENOUGH TO FEED 
THE 'BEE HIS HONEY. I 


GIVE HIM SOME KIND OF 


INFO AND HE WON'T 
GET IN My WAY. IT'S THE 
OTHER ONE I HAVE TO. 
worRy ABOUT. 


I'M NOT 


CHAOS HAS ARRIVED! 

Starting with this issue, the TRANSFORMERS: 
CHAOS event kicks off. Now that might seem a 
little strange considering that this issue had two 
stories in it. The first story is continued next issue as 
guest writer, and CHAOS co-architect, James 
Roberts comes on board for two special issues that 
take us back to the early days of Cybertron—and 
the early days of Optimus Prime and Megatron’s 
relationship. Heck, we're even going to touch on 
aspects set up way back in MEGATRON: ORIGIN, 
if you've been around that long. 


That's issues #22 and #23. With issue #24, CHAOS 
part 1 begins the battle for Cybertron! CHAOS will 
run in the even-numbered issues of 
‘TRANSFORMERS, while starting with issue #25 
and running in the odd-numbered issues is “The 
Last Story on Earth.” That picks up from the 
second story in this issue. 


Okay, that all seems confusing, doesn’t it? But it’s all 
part of CHAOS. There is a checklist in this very 
issue that should help you keep easy track. 


And we're running CHAOS from this issue (#21) all 
the way to issue #125. Yes, you read that correctly, 
#125. What this really means is it runs from #21 
through what would be #32. That's a lot of issues, 
but with so much going on, and so much 
excitement in this storyline, we're double-shipping 
TRANSFORMERS until the end of the year! That's 
two issues every month! Starting right now! So 
come back to your shop in two weeks to pick up the 
next issue! 


I'll come back to #125 ina minute. First, I'd like to 
talk a little bit about what CHAOS is and how it 
came about. And its inception can be traced back 
pretty far. When I was tasked with editing the 
TRANSFORMERS line of comics, it was 
immediately clear that the core fanbase was 
fragmented. There were (and are) many continuity 
errors—or things flat-out ignored, and lack of 
character consistency, Some of this had legitimate 
merit. Other parts didn’t. But it’s all very tricky. I 
wanted to clean that up, but I also knew we had to 
drive the bus forward. 


So the first order of business was to launch an 
ongoing series with its own premise. Its own hook. 
We did that with Mike Costa and Don Figueroa at 
the helm. Mike had a roughly two-year plan. And 
CHAOS is the end of that initial plan. This is where 
Mike and Don's stories really bear their fruit. 


‘The second order of business was getting some sort 
of sense of cohesion to the TRANSFORMERS 
comic book universe. And so we started the 
ongoing series focused on Earth. We let the 
characters in space sit, for the most part. We gave 
them time to move around and adjust. And it was 
during all of this time that Galvatron was out there, 
making moves, and no one on Earth was any the 


wiser. What this allowed us to do is simple. It 
allowed us to pick up threads from the previous arc 
to the ongoing. We set off directly from the events 
of ALL HAIL MEGATRON and recently used the 
miniseries INFESTATION: TRANSFORMERS and 
now HEART OF DARKNESS to begin to cast our 
ropes further back in the timeline. We're picking up 
on Simon Furman’s Dead Universe saga. And next 
issue, we touch on MEGATRON: ORIGIN 
territory. 


We're hoping that the effect of all of this is a more 
unified universe. Not every continuity paradox will 
be addressed in the course of CHAOS, It’s not built 
to do that, nor should it. What it does do is get all 
the characters on the same page, there’s a big threat 
to fight. It wraps up a few loose ends and storylines. 
And it hopefully will give us a firm sense that all the 
TRANSFORMERS comics you've read over the last 
five years are full of merit. That all versions or eras, 
or whatever you want to call them, have 
contributed to what the current TRANSFORMERS 
comic is. 


We couldn’t be telling the CHAOS story without 
the work of writers Simon Furman, Eric Holmes, 
Nick Roche, Shane McCarthy, Zander Cannon, 
James Roberts, Dan Abnett, Andy Lanning, and 
Mike Costa. Whether you've loved every story or 
not, they are all necessary to what CHAOS is and 
how we got here, 


CHAOS is big—it’s epic—and it will have lasting 
effects on the TRANSFORMERS universe. But 
what I love most about it is that for the first time 
since I've been editing TRANSFORMERS, | feel like 
it's firing on all cylinders. The past 
TRANSFORMERS comics are providing firepower 
to make these issues take off even further. In other 
words, this is what we've been driving towards since 
my first day as editor on these books—and it only 
gets better from here! 


Now, back to #125... This will be our final issue of 
2011. And it is something you cannot possibly 
predict, But it is a game-changer in and of itself. 
Right now, I can tell you this much: the creative 
team is ENCRYPTED. The story is ENCRYPTED. 
And it’s #125 and not #32 because of 
ENCRYPTED. Okay, well, I guess I can’t tell you 
that much as my computer brain keeps putting 
“ENCRYPTED” over everything I try to type. You'll 
just have to trust me—issue #125 is going to blow 
you away! But only AFTER you're already blown 
away by our biweekly awesome epic known as 
CHAOS! 


Thanks for reading. 
Andy Schmidt 
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When Megatron, fully healed and upgraded, returns to Earth and confronts Optimus Prime once more, the outcome 
proves unexpected: Megatron delivers a defeated Optimus to Skywatch and turns himselfin. Imprisoned within Omega 
Supreme, Megatron has no escape. But the circumstances haunt Optimus, as he wonders why Megatron would ever 
do something like this... 


When Rodimus returns to Earth with the Matrix of Leadership, he hands it back to Optimus while warning him that 


Galvatron has faised an army on Cybertron. Optimus assembles the Autobots and they take off to.their home planet. 
on Omega's racket, Megatron still locked up and awaiting his moment... 


‘Special thanks to Hasbro's Aaron Archer, Michael Kel, Amie Lozanki, Ed Lane, Michael Provost, Val Roca, Erin Hillman, Jos Huxley, Samantha Lomow, and Michael Verrecchia for their invaluable assistance, 
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AWOF A TREATISE 
ON THE STATE OF 
CYBERTRONIAN SOCIETY. 
T STARTED WRITING 
IT AFTER THOSE 
PROTESTORS 
WERE SHOT. 


THERE'S A 
CHAPTER HERE 
CALLED "AFTER THE 
ARE: NOMINUS. PRIME 
AND THE ILLUSION OF 
PROGRESS." YOU FEEL 


‘A FEW HUNDRED OF Ou 
FELLOW MINERS, BREA OUT 
THE PATHBLASTERS AND. 
TAKE THE SENATE BY 
FORCE? 


BECAUSE THE 
REVOLUTION WILL BE 
ABOUT /DEAS. TAKING A 
NEW STEP, UTTERING A NEW 
WORD... THAT'S WHAT THE 
RULING ELITE FEARS THE MOST. 
VIOLENCE SOLVES NOTHING. 


WHO ARE 
YOU, THEN? ONE 
OF THE KNIGHTS 
OF CYBERTRON? 
THE LAST OF THE 
PROGENITORS? 
ALPHA TRION'S. 
LONG-LOST SPARK 
‘BROTHER? 


YEAH, WELL, 
TLL REMEMBER 
THAT THE NEXT 
TIME I’M BEING 
PISTOL-WHIPPED By 
MY SUPERVISOR. 


Now 
I'M SORRY, 
BUT TM NOT 
GOING TO— 


SEEM TO HAVE 
FORGOTTEN your \ yam 
PLACE IN THE 
NATURAL ORDER 
‘OF THINGS, 


‘SO WHY DON'T. 
YOU GET DOWN ON 
YOUR KNEES—WHILE 

YOU STILL HAVE 

KNEES—AND STAY 
THERE UNTIL My FRIEND 
AND T HAVE FINISHED. 
THE TEN DRINKS. 
YOU'RE GONNA, 


WHAT DO 
YOU SAy? DO 
WE HAVE AN 

UNDERSTANDING?, 


CAD 
a 


SO WHAT'S THE 
N: EP: 


PROBABLY LET 


HEY, IFT DIDN'T 
GET DRUNK, I'D 
BOTS ACROS: 


Vwi ya eat 


7 


HE'S A PRISONER 
OF WAR, RATCHET. HE 
HAS RIGHTS. KAAZON 
‘SAYS IF WE SO MUCH AS 
UNSCREW HIS CHEST PLATE 
WITHOUT HIS PERMISSION, 
WE COULD BE ACCUSED 
OF TORTURE. 


BE 

TELLING US WE CAN'T 

REFER TO HIM IN THE 
THIRD PERSON “IN 

CASE IT UNDERMINES. 
HIS SELF-RESPECT.” 


WELL, RIGHTS. 
OR NOT, IF HE 
TRIES ANYTHING: 
'UNNY I'M USING: 
THE WH" TO CALM, 


I STILL DON'T 
SEE WHY WE CANT 
JUST DISSECT HIM, 
SUST TO BE SURE. GIVE 
ME TEN MINUTES, A 
SCALPEL, AND A SPOT 
LAMP AND I'LL SORT HIM 
INTO COMPONENT 
PARTS. 


GIVE 
ME TWENTY 

MINUTES AND 
TLL COLOR 
CODE 'EM 


WEIRD 
TO BE THIS 
CLOSE 70 
HIM, THOUGH. 
FREAKS ME 
NEARLY DONE. 
TRY NOT TO 


THE BLACK HOLE THING! 
WITH THE EYES. AND 
THE CAND THE ANT? 
ITTER... STUFF. <i 
LEGEND HAS IT Pg oy 
HAL: A SCIENTIS' 
THOSE WORDS 
MARE ME 
TWITCH. 


THEY SAY HE 
CAN USE THIS WEIRD 
INTER-DIMENSION, 

ClRcUITRY TO SYPHON 
ANTI-MATTER FROM... 
FROM A BLACK HOLE 

YOU KNOW, IN 


PERCEPTOR'S GIVING 
THE THUMBS UP, WHICH 
MEANS IT'S SAFE—WELL, AS 
SAFE AS IT'S EVER GOING TO. 
GET. IF MEGATRON WAS REDUCED 
TO A HEAD IN A JAR I'D STILL 
WANT SOMEONE HOLDING 
DOWN THE LID. 


Look AT 
HIM. LOOK AT 
THE SIZE OF 

HIM. THAT'S ONE 

HELL OF AN 
UPGRADE. 


*..MY TROOPS HAVE 
BEEN LINING UP 3} 

TO LOOK AT Him. you'D 
THINK HE WAS A MATRIX 
BEARER LYING IN STATE, 


“BUT THEN SOME OF THEM 
HAVE NEVER SEEN HIM UP 
CLOSE... I SUPPOSE AFTER 
ALL THiS TIME THEY NEED 
REMINDING THAT HE'S REAL. 


‘OKAY, OWN 
UP, T KNOW yOu. 
WELL ENOUGH TO 
TELL WHEN you're 
FROWNING 
BEHIND THAT 
FACEPLATE. 


WHY DID HE 
SURRENDER— REALLY? 
WHEN MEGATRON AND T 

LAST SPOKE* HE WAS FULL 
OF THE USUAL SOUND AND 
FURY... BUT SOMETHING 
RANG HOLLOW. IT WAS. 
LIKE HE WAS PLAYING 
TO THE GALLERY. 


WONDER. 
WHETHER, DEED DOWN, 
HE REALLY DOES WANT 

ALL THIS To BE OVER. AND 
IE SO, T CAN'T AFFORD TO. 
LET MY CYNICISM BLIND ME 
TO WHAT MIGHT BE OUR 
ONE CHANCE OF SETTING, 
THINGS STRAIGHT. 


T APPRECIATE 


YOU AND PERCEPTOR 
RENDEZVOUSING WITH 
US, XAARON. YOUR 
LEGAL ADVICE WILL 


BE INVALUABLE. 


GLAD TO 
HELP. IT's NOT 
ASIF ANYTHING EVER. 
HAPPENS ON KIMIA, 
ANYWAY. BESIDES— 


JS, I SAY THIS AS A 
FRIEND... NO ONE CAN BLAME 
YOU FOR PUTTING THIS OFF, 
BUT YOU'VE GOT TO TALK 
TO HIM. PROPERLY. 


YOUD PREFER 
ME TO... 


WO. THANE 
YOU, BUT NO. 


YOULL EXCUSE 
ME, OPTIMUS, T NEED 
TO FIND WHEEL JACK. 
THERE'S A WORESHOP: 

‘ON EIMIA GOING 


IT'S FOR ME TO DO. 
MEGATRON HAS 


ALWAYS BEEN 


RESPONSIBILITY. AND 
IN MANY RESPECTS, 


My GREATEST 
FAILURE. 


‘SPRINGARM? 
TLL TAKE f 


‘AT THE DMF.* 
Pr i 


1D WAY 


T DIDN'T — 
I MEAN, T 


de | 


ie ay 


Le 


A CHA 
OF VIEWS. 


Wry 


SF : = 


4: 


/ SS 


wT, 


oS 


WHAT'S: 
HAPPENING: 
TO MY—TO THE 
DECEPTICONS? 
BACK ON EARTH, 
T MEAN. WHO'S, 
TAKEN MY PLACE 
THIS TIME? 


UT OFF FOR FAR 
TOO LONG. 


HAJ I LEARNED. 
TO HATE INA CELL 
MUCH LIKE THIS 
ONE—AND T HAVE AN 
AUTOBOT TO THANE 
FOR TT, AN AUTOBOT. 
WITH FRIENDS IN HIGH 
PLACES, WHO TAUGHT 
ME ALL ABOUT. 
VIOLENCE AND ITs 
APPLICATION. 


LIVE TO Hare. 
SUSTAING NE. 
T WONDER 


IN FACT, 
T Look BACK 
OVER THE LAST 


2S AND 
REGOGNIZE THAT 
THERE HAVE 2 


low HOW 1 FEEL 
ABOUT YOU. HATE IS 
TOO SIMPLE A WORD. 
TOO... EASY. IT MIGHT 
STAIN YOU, MEGATRON, 
BUT IT DIMINISHES ME. 
TAM LESSENED 
By IT. 


I'VE BEEN 
PREOCCUPIED. 
WORLD 
WITH My BABE HANDS. 
T SPEND MOST DAYS 
SCRUBBING STALE. 
lL FLOM My 
FINGERS, 


MEGATRON, 
EVERYTHING YOu 


YOU SAY IS STE 
. IN HATE. 


TM SURPRISED 
YOU CAN 
DIFFERENTIATE 
BETWEEN THE 
‘Two. 


TELL YOU SOMETHING, 
PRIME. I DONT HATE 
YOU. OH, L HATE WHAT YOU 
REPRESENT, AND 1 HATE 
THE OBSTACLES YOu PUT IN 
My WAY, BUT DON'T THIN I 


a AND you? DO 
= ING To'stop A 2° 
ME TFORGVE YOU, YOU HATE ME? 1 
THAT MUCH. NT THING D 
YOU SAY IT. 


SOMETHING YOU 
HAD TO WORK 
AT? 


BEHOLD, 

THE INFALLIBLE 
OPTIMUS PRIME! 
WISE, CHARISMATIC, 
COMPASSIONATE! 
‘A RED AND BLUE 
PARAGON OF 
VIRTUE! 


WW TIRING 
THAT MUST BE. 
THE INSECURIT 
THE LONELINESS, 
THE AGONIZING 
SELF-DOUBT. 


iE BE: 
SHIELDS ITS EYES IN 
HORROR AT WHAT We" 


NTIRE CIVILIZATIONS HAVE 
RISEN AY EN IN THE 
iT 


US TO GET 
NOWHERE AT ALL.” 


"AH, BUT THE RULES OF THE 
GAME HAVE CHANGED, PRIME. 
OUR WAR IS PICKING UP SPEED. 


EXACTLY YOU 
FIGHTING FOR? I THOUGHT 
T KNEW, BUT— 


‘A MECHANICAL 
MASTER ACE. 
TECHNOIGM, IN OTHER 
WORDS. BUT’ NO, THAT 
DOESN'T EXPLAIN YOU. 
NOT ENTIRELY. NOT TO 
MY SATISFACTION. 


“THEN THE REAL WORK BEGINS. 
BEPOPULATION. THE REBIRTH OF 
THE CYBERTRONIAN RACE. A. 
NEW GOLDEN AGE—ONE THAT 


WILL PUT THE KNIGHTS OF 
CYBERTRON TO SHAME. 


“IMAGINE! A CIVILIZATION 
FREE FROM CONFLICT. 
EVERYONE'S NEEDS MET. NO 
NO UNHAPPINESS, 
DISSENT. PEAG! 
(ROUGH 


WANT, TOO. T JUST DON'T THINK 
YOU CAN IMPOSE THOSE 


N PUT. 
YOURSELF IN THE SAME 
CATEGORY AS. ME. TWAS A 
VISIONARY. 1 SPOKE OUT. 
RESISTED THE WEIGHT OF THE 
‘CYBERTRONIAN STATE—AND_ 
WHAT WERE YOU DOING? 


“UM DEAD, THE AUTOBOTS. 
ARE NO MORE. CYBERTRON- 
OR WHAT'S LEFT OF IT—IS. 
YOURS. A HUNDRED THOUSAND: 
PLANETS HAVE BEEN 
RE-SCULPTED, TECHNOFORMED, 
COLONIZED, WHATEVER. THE 
DECEPTICON EMPIRE IS 
RESPLENDENT. AND THERE YOU 
SIT, AT THE CENTER OF IT ALL. 


“AND WHAT OF AUTONOMY? 
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY? 

E WILL? WHERE DO THEY FIT 
INTO YOUR BRAVE NEW WORLD?" 


THE SENATE CARVED UP THE PLANET'S 
POPULATION ACCORDING TO NOTIONS, 
OF UTILITY: YOUR FORM DICTATED 
YOUR FUNCTION, AND YOUR FUNCTION 
DICTATED YOUR FATE. SOCIAL 
ENGINEERING IN THE MOST 
LITERAL SENSE. 


SOMEONE 
HAD TO SAY 
"NO." SOMEONE 
HAD TO Say 
"ENOUGH." T 
WAS THAT 


HELL WERE YOU WHEN 

CYBERTRONIANS LIKE ME 

WERE FORCED TO WORK 
iN THE MINES JUST 
BECAUSE WE WERE 
‘MADE THAT WAY? 


TM NOT. THE CYBERTRONIAN 
BEFORE WAR BROKE 
UT. NOR ARE YOU. 
REMEMBER THE FIRST 


__ BATTLE FOR 
SHERMA BRIDGE." 


BerOue THE 


* CLAMPDOWN. 


THA! 


N 1 DO. EITHER 


THAT, ORT’ MADE A 
BIGGER FiesT 
IMPRESSION, 


YOU COST 
ME AN ARM. 


FIVE THOUSAND. 
AUTOBOTS THAT 


DAY. 


YOU COST 


ME AN ARMY. 


MY CANNON ARM. 
YOU ALWAYS 
FOR THE CANNON 


ALL I REMEMBER 
YOU THROWING 
ME OFF THe Bribee. Y 
IT TOOK RATCHET S 
WEEES TO FIND ALL THE 
PIECES—AND ANOTHER 
Six TO PUT THEM 
BACK TOG 


BRIDGE WAS NOTHING 
‘COMPARED T 
OF THE BEATINGS 
GIVEN ME OVER T 


SUCH AS THE BATTLE FOR HELL'S 

INT, WHEN YOU TOOK HALF My 
FACE OFF WITH YOUR MA 
STTACHMENT. OR—OB THE SIEGE 
OF MASSUNSTRAD, WHEN YOU) 


"WHEN I TRAPPED YOU IN 
THE ANTIMATTER CHAMBER...” 


IF IT WASN'T 
FOR RYDION, 
LWOULON'T BE 
SITTING HERE. 
NOR WOULD 
YOu. 


“THEY ALL STOPPED TO 
WATCH, DIDN'T. THEY? reg 
ON SHERMA BRIDGE... 


*...MY DECEPTICONS, 
YOUR AUTOBOTS. 

THEY ALL STOPPED. 
TO WATCH US FIGHT: 


EY PRACTICALLY HAD 
TO STITCH ME BACK 
TOGETHER FROM T! 


CARE WHAT'S Gi OF 
‘OUTSIDE THIS CELL. T DON'T 
CARE WillCH GECOND-RATE 
OPPORTUNIGT HAS TAKEN 


big" 
—— 


WHAT 
IT ALL COMES 
IN TO, MEG! 
S. AN 


OF COURSE 
T MATTERS. 


AuToBoT 
HIGH Commang. 


2 


‘Zc 


. 9} 


SS dis 


% 


CRPLLED. 


AND YOUR DEATH "JUST ANOTHER Dt 
ONT MEAN, ANC 


ST CONT ip 
BRAIN AND YOU START 
HEMORRHAGING 

‘SPAR! 


TLL Say 
YOU SLIPPED 
YOUR BONDS AND 
ATTACKED Ne, AND 
T HAD NO CHOICE 
BUT TO DEFEND 

MYSELF. 


WHAT 
HE HELL Ved 


THE CAPTAIN 
‘A HUNCH—HE'S. 


IT'S MEGATRON, 
SIR. T-R-O-N. 


rer 
NEES 


I GOT TO THE BIT ABOUT USING 
PACIFIST RHETORIC TO FACILITATE 


MEGATRON, NO. 

MORE SMALL TALE, 

YOURE GOING TO 
L ME WHY YOU 
JRRENDERED. 


SSTION, PRIME. 
REPHRASE THE 
QUESTION AND TLL 


TO ION YEAS AOD 
SEOUSE MUL EM SSS SE Buon 
Fi Me ROME Chaat or Like Sliven 


REPHRASE THE 
QUESTION. 
( / 
vA 


CONQUEST AS... AS SOME SORT OF, 
PALLIATIVE FOR A CRIPPLING 
INFERIORITY COMPLEX. 


NOT ENOUGH, 
NEARLY 
ENOUGH, 


UNDERSTAND THIS: SO LONG & 
YOUSTAND IN'MY WAY—SO LONG 
AS ANYBODY STA Y 
WAY—I WILL RESPOND BY 

KILLING. MURDER ONAN 
INDUSTRIAL SCALE. 


BECAUSE, IN THE FINAL 
ANALYSIS, I WOULD 
HAPPILY WADE ACROS: 
‘A RIVER OF CORPSES, 
CHEST-DEE IN BUST AND 


STANDING, 


WOULD Do so 
NOT SIMPLY AS A 
MEANS TO AN END. 

NO ID OO IE 
PRIME, BECAUSE IT 
WOULD GIVE ME 
PLEASURE. 


OF 
COURSE IT's 
ABOUT you. IT's 
ALWAYS BEEN 
ABOUT YOU. 


YOU'RE THE 
MOST VENERATED. 
CYBERTRONIAN WHO 

HAS EVER LIVED, 
HERO, PATRIOT, 


ICON—AND IT'S 
ALL THANES TO 
ME. 


WITHOUT THIS. 
WAR, YOUD BE JUST 
ANOTHER AUTOBOT. 

ANOTHER WASTED. 
‘SPARK WHO LEFT NO 
TRACE. ANOTHER 


AND THAT'S. 
WHY, DEEP DOWN, 
YOURE GLAD FoR 
THIS WAR. WHAT'S 

FEW MILLION 
FATALITIES iF IT 
SECURES YOUR 

EGACY, EH? 


YOU TALK 
ABOU? LING. 
IPT PUT A BULLET 

BETWEEN YOUR EYES 
RIGHT NOW, THE BEST 
‘OF THE GALAXY 
WOULD STAND UP 
‘AND APPLAUD. 


EI 
TALKING. 


1 ENOW 
WHAT YOURE 
DOING, 


Youre TRyINe 

TO GOAD ME. 

Wouke tes 
TO. GET A 
REACTION. 


YOU WANT 
ME TO LASH 
Bor a SO. 
YOU WANT ME 

TO HURT 

YOU. 


Hello, TransFans! 


Please join me in welcoming James 
Roberts to the writer’s chair for this 
issue and next. For those of you who 
don’t know, James co-wrote 
TRANSFORMERS: LAST STAND OF 
THE WRECKERS along with Nick 
Roche. He’s been a life-long 
TRANSFORMERS fan and is a proven, 
talented writer. This will not be the last 
you see of his work, I assure you. 


And please welcome back Alex Milne. 
He wrapped up our “Revenge of the 
Decepticons” arc with gusto and 
knocked these two issues out of the 
park! 


And so, let the CHAOS begin! As I 
talked about last issue, the CHAOS 
storyline is going to be huge—it’s epic 
and it’s character driven. It’s the 
culmination of roughly two years worth 
of planning. We’re very excited about it 
here at IDW, and we hope you are too. 


Now, onto a more personal note. As 
some of you already know, I have 
decided to leave IDW Publishing and 
have accepted a position with Hasbro. 
It’s a very exciting opportunity for me, 
but I’m also sad to leave IDW, which has 
been a wonderful home for me and San 
Diego has been a great place for my wife 
and two sons. 


I’ve been a TRANSFORMERS fan since 
I was about eight years old. I grew up a 
TRANSFORMERS junkie. I memorized 
every character detail, every spec sheet 
on the toy boxes, I saved my allowance 
to make sure I could afford Metroplex— 
and I’ve still got him! And the best 
Christmas present I ever got was Omega 
Supreme. I was convinced my parents 
couldn’t afford him—but they pulled it 
off as the finale to an already great 
Christmas morning. 


Whether you’ve enjoyed all the comics, 
some of them, or none, I thank you for 
your continued readership and your 
passion. 


Passion. There it is. 


Isn’t that what storytelling is all about? 
And isn’t that what TRANSFORMERS 
fans have an unlimited supply of? I 
think so. When message boards light up 
with “This is the best comic ever” or 
“This is the worst use of ink on paper 
I’ve ever seen!” the truth is probably 
somewhere in between. But what those 
statements show is unqualified passion. 
And that passion is inspiring. 


For those of you who have enjoyed our 
pushing and pulling on the franchise, I 
thank you for your support. For those of 
you who tolerated—or didn’t—that 
pushing and pulling, I thank you for 
keeping me on my toes. 


Iam confident that the stories you’ll be 
reading in the coming months are the 
most exciting I’ve had the pleasure of 
working on to date—and this is my 
105th TRANSFORMERS comic at a 
quick count. You'll see more of the likes 
of James Roberts. You’ll see more Mike 
Costa. Livio Ramondelli’s art on the 
CHAOS issues is superb and different— 
still pushing. And Brendan Cahill’s art 
on “The Last Story on Earth” is, no pun 
intended, very grounded and brings a 
realism rarely seen in TRANSFORMERS 
comics. It’s very exciting stuff. 


And it all leads to that #125. Which, by 
now, you should have heard an 
announcement about the creative team 
at least. 


TRANSFORMERS is moving full steam 
ahead. And I’m going to enjoy moving 
from the conductor’s seat in the engine 
to a passenger car. This is going to be 
one heck of a ride and returning to 
being a reader is going to be awesome. I 
hope to see you all in the seats around 
me. 


Andy Schmidt 
TRANSFORMERS Senior Editor, 
2009-2011 
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STORY SO FAR: 

Megatron has surrendered, and is locked in a cell on board Omega Supreme as the Autobots face to Cybertron tp confront Galvatron and his army. 
‘Autobot High Command decides that the Decepticon leader should be tned for crimes against the species: Under intergalactic law. a guilty verdict would 
result in either execution or life imprisonment it is for the prosecuting party to decide! Optimus Prime refuses to make a decision without finding out 
why Megatron surrendered, and so. confronts him in his cell, The two arch enemies talk about how. they first met. 

Before the war Megatron was a political activist who worked in the enérgon mines and dreamed of peaceful revolution. But after being wrongfully 
arrested and babe up in his cel his serise of injustice and powerlessness made him realze that a more forceful approach was required. He was released 
by Optimus Prime-—then|known as Orion Pax—a newly-appointad police captain who was impressed by Megatron's earnest political writings. 


Back jn the present day, Megatron goads Optirnus into tortuting hinn, leaving Optimus shaken and ashamed—and no closer to finding out why Megatron 


‘Special thanks to Hasbro's Aaran Archer, Michael Kelly, Amie Lazansk, Ed Lane, Michael Provost, Val Roca rin Hillman, Jos Huxley, Samantha Lomom, and Michael Verecchia fr ther invaluable assistance. 
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On POLICE Ho 


THIS IS THE JACOMIAN 
NEWSFEED SERVICE 
BRINGING YOU COVERAGE OF 
THIS MORNING'S TERRORIST 
AAR OCES SION * NOMINUS PRIME'S 
FATE REMAINS UNKNOWN 
AFTER A MEMBE® OF THE 
20,000-STRONG CROWD BLEW 
HIMSELF UP WHILE RUNNING 
TOWARD THE MATRIX 
BEARER. 


REPORTING 
Live FROM Nova 
PLAZA IS BLASTER. 
WHAT'S IT LiKE 
DOWN THERE, 
BLASTER? 


GRAVIS OB SOME OTHER 
RUSTING AGENT INTO 


RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE ATTACI 


N sogpy To cut 
YOU OFF, BLASTER, 
BUT WE'RE RECEIVING 
REPORTS THAT THE MATRIX | 
FLAME IS FLICKERING. 
ITS—WAIT A MOMENT —IT'S 
FLICKERING, BUT IT HAS 
NOT, REPEAT, NOT 
GONE OUT... 


NO ONE HAS: 
COME FORWARD, 
ALTHOUGH THE FACT 
THAT THE BOMBER 
SWITCHED TO. 
ALT-MODE SUGGESTS 
THAT IT IS NOT THE 
WORK OF TRIPLE 
Me 


AND NOW, 
WHILE WE AWAIT AN 
OFFICIAL STATEMENT 

FROM SENATOR 

PROTEUS, AN UpvaTE PE 
ON THE ELECTRICAL 

STORM THATS ABOUT 

TO HIT THE TeI- 
PENINSULAR TORUS 
STATES. 


YOU CAN CALL ME 
OFFICER. OP EVEN 
BETTER, YOU CAN 
TELL ME WHY 
YOURE HERE. 


LOOKING FoR 
VA ALRIEND OF 

MY ours, NAME OF 
WHIRL. WORKS, 


CUSTODY AT 
THE MOMENT, 


YEAH, SEE, THAT'S. 
WHAT WE HEARD. SOME 
MIGUNDERS TANDING 
INVOLVING A 
MINER NAMED 
‘MEGATRON 


HE 

ATTACKED A SUSPEC: 

T ARRESTED HIM. B 
MUCH SCOPE FOR 


BUT I THINK 
YOUVE MADE Your 
POINT NOW, DONT 


LL TELL YOU 
MAT T THINK: T 

THINK IT'S T) 
YOU LEFT. 


HE'S A POPULAR 


‘BOT, WHIRL. MAKES 
RIENDS FROM ALL WALES 
OF LIFE. FROM THOSE AT 


THE BOT. 


T DON'T CARE 
IF HE SHARES 4 
BRANCHED SPARK 
WITH SENATOR 
PROTEUS HINSELF. 
HE BROKE THE 
LAW. 


CYBERTRONIANS A DEGREE 
OF EMBARRASSMENT. 


RST COMMAND POST, YEAH? THEY SAY 
YOURE MAKING QUITE A NAME FOR 
YOURSELF, "HE'S TURNING THE DEAD END 
AROUND." TROUBLE IS, THE MORE YOU 
BUILD SOMETHING UB, THE MORE IT 
HURTS WHEN IT ALL COMES 
CRASHING DOWN 


YOU'VE LIVED 

UP TO your 

REPUTATION, 
OFFICER. 


WHAT ARE 
NG 


I's Sust 
SOMETHING I 
NEED TO GET OUT 
OF MY SYSTEM, 
‘SPRINGARM. 


WHEN DID IT 
GET INTO YOUR 
‘SYSTEM? I MEAN, 
YOURE REALLY 
GOING FOR IT 


REMEMBER THE 
MINER FROM TARN? 
THE ONE WITH 
THE DATAPAD?: 


HE WAS. CONVINCED 
THAT THE SENATE WAS. 
INSTITUTIONALLY. v 
CORRUPT. IT WAS ALL IN HIS. 
WRITINGS. HE HAD THREE. 
QUESTIONS HE WANTED TO 
PUT TO THEM IF HE EVER GOT 
THE CHANCE. AND THE MORE 
TTHINE ABOUT 


THIS |S GOING TO SOUND 
TWAS PAID A VISIT BY SOME STUPID, BUT WHEN TM 
BaTHER UNeAVORY 
CHARACTERS. PART OF THE 
SENATE'S SECURITY DETAIL, ‘ 
SUDGING FROM THEIe 
DESIGN. SENTINEL'S . eres. 
MEN. \ 
THE WISDOM OF 
THE MATRIX. FT 
HELPS ME FIND 


OH. OH! WHICH 
NEANST WHAT? 
THAT MEGATRON z 
2 q I'M, EP... 
WAS RIGHT? 5 TM NOT RELIGIOUS. 
PRIMUS, MORTILUS, 
ADAPTUS, ALL THAT 
STUFF... [REMAIN 
BE CONVINCED. 


YOU BELIEVE IN 
THE MATRIX, 
‘SURELY? 


BUT AS FAR AS I'M 
CONCERNED—AND I SAY 
THIS WITH THE GREATEST 

RESPECT—IT's JUST A 
BAUBLE. A POWERFUL 
‘SYMBOL, ABSOLUTELY. 

BUT NOTHING MO’ 

THAN THAT. 


THANK you, 
SPRINGARM: 
‘SINCERELY. 


\X BS 


IND IT. 
WARM TO HIM. 


SOUNDS 
OMINOUS. 


YOU BECOME 
ONE WITH THE 
MATRIX... HOW 
DID IT FEEL? 


T FELT WONDERFUL! 
I DON'T KNOW IF T 
CAN DESCRIBE 


YOU KNOW HOW,’ ONE 

TIME IN EVERY MILLION, 
YOUR TRANSFORMATION 
COG JUST S/NGS AND 


THAT'S 
HOW IT 
FELT. 


PRE-WAR CYBERTRON 


wat 
THE= 


—WHEELARCH?. 


THAT. 


0. 
SOUNDS MORE 
LIKE AN 

ENGINE. 


LDIDN'T 


THAT WASN'T 
A RESCUE. 


THAT WAS A 
SLAUGHTER. 


“WE WILL NOT SIT IDLY BY WHILE 
TERRORISTS TRY TO UNDERMINE 


“WE CAN'T WAGE WAR 
AGAINST THIN AIR, 
SENATOR DECIMUS. WE 
STILL DON'T KNOW WHO. 
1S BEHIND THE ATTACK” 


1S WEEDING OUT 
| THE CULPRITS. 


* ul'M TRYING TO WATCH 
SENATOR PROTEUS 

MAKE A SPEECH THATLE 
CHANGE EVERYTHING: 


YOU DARE 
INTERRUPT 


THis tS 
WHIRL. HE BROKE 

THE LAW, ASSOCIATES 

OF yOUES WANTED Mi 

To GVERLOOR Txt 

TW 6O0b OFFICES 
WO GOOD OFF ACTIONS HAV! 
DIED AS A RESULT. CON: eoueNees 


REAL WORLD, GIVING ORDERS. 
DESIGNED TO KEEP THE REST OF 
US IN CHECK. AND IF ANYONE 

EPS OUT OF LINE—IF ANYONE 
THINKS A ROGUE THOUGHT— 
WU TIGHTEN THE 
SCREWS. 


ANDI DIDNT 
EVEN REALIZE THIS. 
UNTIL I MET A MINER 
FROM TARN. A FRIEND 
WHO HAD SO MUCH 
TO SAY THAT HE 
COULONT FIND 


LING ELITE WHO 
SUMED Te 
KNOW BEST. 
IT BECAUSE YOU 
TERRIFIED OF 


CONTROL 


HAVE A NAME. 
FOR US, YOU KNOW. 
OTHER RACES, 
LOOKING DOWN, 
MAPPING OUR. 


CALL US 
"AUTOBOT S"”. 


ONE WHO LEADS, 
‘A ROUTINE, 
MONOTONOUS 
LiFE, 


AND THAT'S ALL WE ARE TO YOU, 
ISN'T IT? AWTOMATONS. OUR LIVES 
EVER MORE C/RCUMECRIBED, 
FROM BIRTH TO DEATH, 
IGNITION TO BURNOUT: 


om 
FREETHINKING/ 

MASTERS OF OUR 
WN DESTINY! 


\ 


Gs 
« 7 


a 


2 


i 
i 
u 
i 
\ 


—OR We 


A IN GARus-+ |ORSE, 
SENT 1O THE INSTITUTE. 


7 THAT'S. 
TRUE—WHY 

WOULD THEY 
DO THATS, 


a 


i ‘ 
x ) 
MM. 


Bal 


=P 
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STORY SO FAR: 

When Rodimus returns to Earth with the Matrix of Leadership, he hands it back to Optimus Prime while warning him 
that Galvatron has raised an army on Cybertron. Optimus assembles the Autobots and they take off ta their home 
planet on Omega Supreme's rocket, with| Megatron imprisoned within. 

En route to Cybertron, Autobot High Command decides that the Decepticon leader should be tried for crimes against 
the species. Under intergalactic law, a guilty verdict would result in either execution or life imprisonment: it is for the 
prosecuting party to decide. Optimus decides to talk with Megatron, but is goaded into torturing him in the process. 
After deep reflection, Optimus confronts Megatron once more, leaving the choice of fate up to Megatron himself. He 
chooses death, 


Now, Omega’s rocket draws nearer and nearer to Cybertron... 
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We DON'T 
HAVE & HOME 
ANYMORE, 
CLOUDBURET. THAT'S THE 
PROBLEM. THIS WHOLE 
THING, THE MOVING F2OM 
BASE TO BASE, THE 
ENERGON RATIONS, THE 
LIVING ON A SHUTTLE FoR 
INTERMINABLE STRETCHES 
OF TIME... IT'S JUST 
EXHAUSTING. 


THAT'S NO 
PROBLEM. YOU CAN 
SUST TURN RIGHT 
AROUND AND HEAD OVER 
TO VERAS CENTRALUS 
FOR ALITTLE R-AND-2, Ji 
WE DON'T NEED yOu. 
HERE, THAT'S. 
FOR SURE. 


DOWNSHIFT. THIS IS SUST A 
ROUTINE SECURITY INSPECTION IT'S 
NOT A REFLECTION ON YOU. K/M/A 
IS AN INCREDIBLY IMPORTANT. 
INSTALLATION, AND YOU'RE HEAD 
(OF SECURITY. WE JUST GO 
WHERE WE'RE SENT. 


WELL, YOU'RE NOT NEEDED. 

HERE. THiS PLAGE IS TIGHT 

AS A DRUM. I DO BUN THIS. 

PLACE, AND THE DEFENSES 
ABE TOP NOTCH. 


I DON'T CARE 
HOW TOUGH THESE 
THIN ONCE 


E> LAMENTATIONS 


SO YOUNG 
AGAIN. 


MEGATRON AND I 
4 


UNDERSTAND 


WHAT'S THERE 
' UNDERSTAND 


ING AND 
WATCH YOu 


YA GOTTA 

SHAKE TH! 

PRIME. HE’ 

TRYIN’ To GET To 

YOU, AND YOU'RE 
LETTIN' Him. 


AVE WE 
AD ck 
CONTACTING 

CHIEF SUSTICE 

TYREST: 


NT? 
MAKING 
1A ME. 


YOU Guys. 
SHOULD HAVE 
HEARD THE CRAZY 
THINGS HE WAS 
BABBLING WHEN HE 
WAS PATCHING ME 
UP. HE WAS 


THING I'VE EVER 
HEARD. 


SO, IRONHIDE. 
HOW CAN yOu Be 
SURE IT WAS ALP 
TRION? I MEAN... HOW 
DO YOU KNOW IT 
WASN'T. BLUDGEON 
IN DISGUISE OF 
SOMETHING? 


RODIMU: 
DRIFT, You 
ME. IBONHIDE AND 
SUNSTREAKER, YOU 
TOO. YOUVE SPENT 
MUCH MORE TIME ON 
THIS PLANET RECENTLY 
THAN ANY OF US. 
YOUR 
COULD COM 


TO Stay 
HEAD 
PARTIES, £ 
WANT OMEGA'S ROCKET 
TO STAY IN ORBIT, WHERE 
IT'S MORE LIKELY To BE 
SAFE. HE'S OUR ONLY 


WAY HOME IF THINGS. { 
GO BADLY 
: - 


YOU INTEND 
FORCE, TH is 
WILL CHANG! 


WE'RE GOING TO NEED) 

ALITTLE MORE THAN 

THAT, YOU ATTACKED 
ME, REMEMBER? 
UNPROVOKED. 


ATTACKING YOU. 
WAS A MISTAKE—My 
SOLDIERS WEREN'T 
) FULLY... UNDER CONTROL 
YET. OBVIOUSLY TD. 
RATHER HAVE YOU AS 
ALLIES THAN 
DECLINE. PEACEABLY. 
AND IN THE HOPES. 
THAT IT WON'T COME 
‘TO VIOLENCE. 


WELL, I'M 
‘SORRY, PRIME. 
BUT IF YOU 
DECLINE, THEN IT 


GET OFF OF | 
ME! SWEEPS! 
ATTACK! 


ENOUGH 
OUTTA you— 
WHOA! 


I DON'T 

TRUST HIM. HE'S 

DEFINITELY UP TO 
‘SOMETHING. 


5 OUD Be 
‘AN EXPERT ON 
THAT, HUH? 


ENOUGH, 
HE OBVIOUSLY 
I HAS SOME PLAN 
ANYMORE OF THAT. FOR THIS PLANET 
'SUNSTREAKER IS THAT HE DOESN'T WANT 
RIGHT. GALVATRON US TO KNOW ABOUT. HE 
MAY ACT INSANE—HE MAY HAVE BEEN KEEPING 
ALLY BE T_EVEN FROM HIS 
‘OWN SOLDIERS. 


weUst Meum 
a 
THAT? ‘AND IT'S JUST AS OBVIOUSLY] 
NOT TO FIGHT US OR ANY 
OTHER AUTOBOTS, OR HE 
WOULDN'T HAVE ASKED 
US TO JOIN 


‘SO... WHAT IF 
HE'S TELLING 
THE TRUTH? My 
INSTINCTS ARE. 
TELLING ME TO 
TRUST HIM. 


ARE YOU. 
NUTS? THAT'S VE 
GALVATRON. 

HAVE YOU NOT 
BEEN PAYING 


2i 
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STORY SO FAR: 

After Megatron allowed himself to be captured by the Autobots, Optimus Prime struggled to understand his motivation 
for surrender. During their first conversation, the Decepticon leader made a shocking accusation: Spike Witwicky had 
eliminated Scrapper, one of the Constructicons, in cold blood. Optimus refused to believe it; but knew he would have to 
confront this matter head-on. 


When Rodimus returns to Earth with the Matrix of Leadership, he hands it back to Optimus Prime while warning him 
that Galvatron has raised an army on Cybertron. Optimus assembles most of the Autobots to return home, but leaves 
behind a small group inorder to find out the truth about Spike. Prowl leads the investigation into the matter, and Spike 
seems unaware that his allies might discover some harsh realities about the Skywatch leader... 
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| | | 
STORY SO FAR: | | 
‘V¥hen Rodiinus-feturrs-to-Earth with jhe Marri of Leadership; he hands-1¢ bach to Ciptimiss-Prime ile warning him ——- 
that Galvatron has raised an army on Cybertron. Optimus assembles the Autobots and they take off to ir home planet | 
on Omega Supreme’s rocker, Megatron imprisoned within. ] 


When the Autobots finally arrive, Galvatron sends them a message from the surface. Optimus leads a landing party to 


investigate and soon finds Galvatron amid his army of thousands. He invites Optimus and the ta join him in 
stopping a threat that|could destroy Cybertron;When they refuse, all hell breaks loose and Galvatron beats 4 quick 


retreat. As.the Autobots. and attempt to figure-what plan-Galvatron. has for the-planet, they: in 
astepts ofthe Kimia|space stat jocpanrd by'the enemy forces and converted into its space Bee alts ee 


You 


‘Specil thanks to Hasbro's Aaron Archer, Michael Kelly, Ae Lozansk, Ed Lane, Michael Proves, al Roca, Ein Hina, Js Muley, Samantha Lomow, and Michael Vrrechia for thei invaible assistance. 
jo Meee’ | Ted Adame. CEOAPAer Become our fn on Facebok facebook.com/idwpublishing f ry 
| DW Check us oat on Youle youtube.com/idwpublishing 
www.IDWPUBLISHING.com 
‘Ab RightsReserved ID Pblishing, a dson of Idea and Design Woks, LC Eitri efces:5OBD Santa Fe St San Dips CA $210. The 1DW logo is registered nthe US. Patent and Trademark Ofice. Ary siniaries 
to persons ling or dead are prey cancel. Wth the exception of artwork uted fr review purpases ane ofthe content of tis publication may be reprinted witaut the pension of Kea and Design Woks, LLC. 


Folow us o Tuite @idwpublishing 
THE TRANSFORMERS #26: CHAOS PART 2. SEPTEMBER 2011. FIRST PRINTING. HASBRO and its lego, TRANSFORMERS, and al elated characters are trademarks af Hasbro and are used with permission. © 2011 Hastro. 
Pte ia Kore. 


EVERYONE 
EGUIPPED AND 
READY TO 


DRIFT, 
YOURE WITH HIM, 
CLIFFIUMPER, i 

NEED YOU TO SCOUT 

AHEAD AND REPORT 


TION. TAKE 
WHEELIE. 


WE NEED TO 
ESTABLISH A BASE 
OF OPERATIONS WITHIN 
THE CIly. We APE 
TOTALLY EXPOSED OUT 
HERE. SUNG TREAKER, I 
LEAVE THAT TO YOU: 

NEED IT INNO 
MORE THAN FOUR 
HOURS. 


IRONHIDE. 
WE NEED OMEGA 

UNLOADED ASAP. 
WERE MOVING 


PRIME, 1 

THINK TD BE 

BEST UTILIZED 
IN ORBIT. 


WE'VE GOT A 
BATTLE WITH TWO. 


FR NOW. IT'D BE 
BETTER TO ESTABLISH A 
COMMAND POST FOR: 


EACH OF THEM 


GREAT SHOOTING, 
SILVERBOLT. TRAILBREAKER 
‘AND I ABE GOING TO BE, 

YOUR EYES UP HERE, 


GLAD TO 
HAVE you, 
RODIMUS, 


SF COMING UNDER 


HEAVY FIRE. 


WHERE DID 
YOU LEARN TO 
SHOOT LIKE 
THIS? 


CAN'T SHOOT 
THEM ALL. 


‘SURFACE. 
HOW GOES THE AERIAL 
CAMPAIGN? 


GALVATPONS 
FORGES ARE NO 
MATCH FOR SILVERBOLT 
AND HIS ‘BOTS... BUT 
OUTMANEUVERING THEM 
ISN'T THE HARD PART. 
GETTING INTO 

KIMIA. 


I'M STARTING TO 
WORRY THAT IT'S GOING 
TO TAKE A MIRACLE 
WITHOUT HELP FROM 
THE INSIDE, 


leuSeno? Te WERE IN ONE 
Britt rons ORE 


pent ines 
EXPLOSIVE. 
I'S NOT THE KIND OF THING WE 
CAN LAUNCH A COUNTERATTACE, 
WITH AND HAVE ANY PR, 
OF SUCCESS, 


THE POWER 
COUPLINGS... 


STILL. THIS BASE 
HAS BEEN OVERRUN 
By DECEPTICONS. WE 


<WHAT'S 
THAT NOI 


RODIMUS! I CAN. 
SEE_THE LENSES INSIDE 
THE BORE ROTATING... 
THIS THING IS ABOUT TO. 
OPEN UP ON THE 


WHAT COULD HAPPEN 
iF HE TURNED KIMIA, 


TIME. OUR ONLY 
CHOICE Is TO 
DESTROY I 


“BREAKER! 


INSANE 

MANIAC. WHAT'S. 

HE SHOOTING 
AT? 


THERE 
( mort stu \ 
{ Be AuTOsoTS } 
MIN THERE. 


( 
S PRIME, WITH ALL 
DUE RESPECT, THERE 
ARE AUTOBOTS OUT. 
HERE. We CANT TAKE 
THE POUNDING THIS 
THING CAN 


THEY MUST 

BE SHOOTING 

AT AUTOBOTS 
ON THE 
‘SURFACE! 


BUT 
NOT TARGETING 
AUTOBOTS DOWN 
HERE YET. AND THE 
ONES UP THERE 
ABE STILL 
“ALIVE. 


PRIME, I CAN 
FEEL THIS THING 
HUMMING TO LIFE AGAIN 


DIDN'T WORK, BUT T HAVE 
CHARGES HERE I CAN LOB INTO. 
THE BARREL THAT SHOULD 
DAMAGE IT ENOUGH TO 
CAUSE THE ENTIRE THING 
TO EXPLODE IF IT GOES 
‘OFF AGAIN. 


NO, WE'RE 
SCIENTISTS. 
WHICH MEANS. WE 
WORK TOWARD 
THE GREATER 
‘GOOD. 


HAT ABE YOU. 
DOING, LIGHTSPEED? DO 
YOU HAVE ANY IDEA HOW 

VOUATILE THESE EXPLOSIV 

ARE? IF YOU RUPTURE THE) 

TT WON'T JUST CRIPPLE THE 

CANNON. YOULL BLOW 
UP ALL OF KIMINI 


BuT you 
TM DOING THE DONT HAVE TO 
ONLY THING WE 
CAN, UNDER THE 


WE NEED TO 
DO THIS NOW, 
BEFORE IT'S 
TOO LATE! 


SILVERBOLT! 
GET CLEAR! 


GREATEST GOOD 
WE EVER DO. IT 
WAS AN HONOR 
TO WORK WITH 

YOU. 


MEGA 'S DAMAGED AND 
(ERE COMI 
cone FO 2. 


iT 
COURSE. 


JUST WENT TC 
OFF TOGETHER. 
THINK THEYRE 

HEADING FOR THE 


DID THE JOB HE INTENDED 
IT TO, WHATEVER THAT 
1S, T HAVE TO 


TIFT DO. 
THIS ALONE. AND TD 
RATHER THE OTHER 


My CONNECTION 
THE MATRIX HA\ 
E SENSITIVE TO 
METHING OCCURRING 
WITHIN HIM. THERE ARE 
LARGER FORCES AT WORK 


CERTAIN OF 


’M\ CONFIDENT IN THE 
AUTOBOTS' ABILITY TO 
HANDLE WHATEVER 
COMES UP." 


BATTLING SOME SORT OF 
ARMY. T ASSUME FOR THE 
FATE OF THE PLANET 
AMT CORRECT? 


FIOM ME, 
ATR 


HA HA HAL 
Very WeLL. iF 
YOURE GOING TO 
BUDELY IGNORE 


WHAT IS. THAT SOUND?" 


HOPE YER 
COMFORTABLE, 

M2 TRAILBREAKER, 
SIZ. DONT RIGHTLY, 
KNOW IF_YER CAN HEAR 
ME, BUT ME. RODIMUS 


IES JUST ME_AND 
SUNSTREAKER HERE 
FOR A TIME. 


aed 
a. 

ll 
> 


AGENT OF. 
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STORY SO FAR: | 

When Rodimus-returns to Earth with the Matrix of Leadership, he hands-it back to: Gptimiss Prime while warning hint 
that Galvatron has raised an army on Cybertron. Optimus assembles most of the Autobots to return home, but leaves 
behind asmall group in order to root out the truth about a disturbing rumor: that Spike Witwicky eliminated Scrapper; 
one ofthe Constructicons, in cold blood. Prowl Jeads the investigation into the matter, keeping the true nature of the 
inquiry from Spike. When Spike is attacked by Bréakdown while out in a suburban neighborhood, Prowl is forced to step 
in and stop Breakdown from doing some real damage. With the help of Streetwise, the Decepticon is incapacitated, 
though he manages to escape. After Ultra Magnus gives the two a stern|talk, Prowl heads out to the former construction 
site where Spike allegedly put Scrapper: down, While checking some samples, he is hit by-an explosive shell-and another 
brings down the building right on top of him... | 
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HIM WITH ARE NOW FUSED 
WITH HIS NEURAL NET. ITS 
GOING TO TAKE A LOT OF 
<TRICATE ‘THEM AND 
REVIVE HIM, 


is 
ESSENTIALLY IN 
‘STASISLOCK, 


YOU TOLD ME YOU BUILT THOSE THINGS 


SPECIFICALLY TO MY INSTRUCTIONS SO 
THAT THEY WOULD INCAPACITATE A CO) 
E HIS HIGHER FUNCTIONS 
L_SO THAT | COULD’ 
:M. BUT NOW. 


NOT BRAWL HIMSEL| 
‘SPECIFIC MECHANISMS INTO HIS: 
BRAIN THAT WOULD GO OFF IF 

EVER HE WAS SUBJECTED TO 

SUPPRESSOR TECHNOLOGY, 

‘SHUTTING HiM DOWN 
Like THIS. { 
ANYTHING. THEY 

WORKED JUS! SPECIFICALLY, 

I'M GUESSING, SO 


PRETTY 
COOL, HUH? 
THE GAM! 
SUST GETS 
TRICKIER. 


(|| oa 


| a / 
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ye | 
were Diz 


INE THAT 
TIT MAI 
HIM THE SECOND 
COMING. 


BILLIANT. 


LIKE His? 
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‘Optimis Prime leads the Autobots to Cybertron, prepared to fight Galvatron's army:Galvatron issues an-ultimatum:join: 
us in stopping the imminent threat to Cybertron or die, After a brief fight, Galvatran flees and orders that the|Kimia space 
‘station (captured by the enemy forces and conyerted into its space cannon alt-mode) fire on Cybertron: Rodimus, 
Silverbolt and others try and stop the cannon before it fires, but their struggle is in vain: Kimia blasts an enormous hole 
into Cybertron's surface. Prime rushes to the crater, suspecting he's finally figured out Galvatron’s plan for the planet. 
Meanwhile, Megatron Uses his former components to escape imprisonment, and emerges from Omega Supreme in a 
modified armor, ready to face Galvatron's army... | 
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STORY SO FAR: 

While the other Autobots have returned to Cybertron, Prowl, Bumblebee, Ultra Magnus, and Streetwise 
remain on Earth, using Omega Supreme as a base to investigate Spike Witwicky, the human leader of America’s 
‘Skywatch program. Spike helped the Autobots defeat Megatron after his Decepticons wreaked havoc across the planet 
a few years ago... but more recently, Spike's been acting erratic and dangerous. Meanwhile, Ben Simmons—who has 
been agitating against the Transformers’ presence on Earth—was given greater ammunition in his crusade when Jazz 
was forced to kill a human who was threatening Prowl. But it’s the situation with Spike that’s come to a boll first, when 
Megatron fed Prowl a piece of information that put Prowl on Spike's trail. And now Spike himself has confessed: he 
executed the Decepticon called Scrapper in cold blood. 
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STORY |SO |FAR: 

+ Optimus-Prime leads the Autobots to-Cybertron, ready to-battle-Galvatron's-army jof Sweeps—who seem intent 
‘on destroying What's left of the ravaged world. Galvatron orders|the captured Kimia|space station to fire on 
‘Cybertron, and descends through the newly formed crater: Prime, Ironhide, Rodimus, and Drift follow. Meanwhile, 
Megatron] escapes imprisonment in a modified—and powerful—armor, coming face-to-face with a behemoth 
[comprised of all the remaining Sweeps and Decepticons. Former Decepticon Drift stabs himself in an effort to 
resist the powerful urge to join this monster, as Galvatron continues toward the|planet's core. In|space, the survivors 
of Kimia—which self-destructed to prevent Galvatron from using it again—meet up with the! fsa a Autobot, 
Arcee, to try-to-make sense of whats happening. i 
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The war js over... 
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YOU THINK 
MEGATBON'S. 


our THERE 


IN THAT. 
BUT you're 


THEM THAT THEY 
GET TO HONOR 
For 
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WHAT “EVERYTHING'? I DIDN'T 
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